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PREFACE. 



If in the following Sketches nothing un- 
common, in a Hterary point of view, presents 
itself to the Reader's notice, he will please to 
remember, that the Author's object is not to 
afford an intellectual treat, but spiritual be- 
nefit and moral advice. The way in which 
he seeks this end, by calling the attention 
to, and elucidating passages of the Sacred 
Volume, though a simple method, has often 
been successful, under the blessing of God, 
and has ever received the countenance of the 
Christian community. If the task has been 
already performed by abler hands, it is yet 
possible that this little book may find its 
way into the possession of many families 
and persons, where similar works of a supe- 
rior kind, but larger price, may not have 
extended. It is a feeble, perhaps, but sin- 
cere effort, to promote the cause of trutK^ 
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and in this cause every man should attempt 
something; and if the aid he brings be 
trifling, he is not to blame^ when^ like the 
widow who cast two mites into the treasury, 
be does what he can. 

J. CARTWRIGHT. 

Bermondsejf, March, 1829. 



PRACTICAL DISCOURSES. 



THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FORMA- 
TION OF A PEOPLE. 

This people I have formed for myself; they shall 
shew forth my praise.-^Iaai. xliii. 21. 

It has always been a favourite study of the 
learned world to trace the origm and progress of 
nations, and not without good reason: for after con- 
templating the half-savage appearance of a great 
portion of mankind in all ages, it becomes an inter- 
esting and useM employment to mark how empires, 
illustrious in the annals of fame, have at different 
periods emerged into civilized Ufe, and by what 
steps they have attained to arts, sciences, and moral 
culture. How surprising, therefore, that men of 
literature, going back as they do, in the pursuit of 
this branch of knowledge, to ancient days, and de- 
lighting to roam in imagination among states that 
flourished then, have so seldom taken any notice of 
the singular people mentioned in our text. They 
are familiar with Egypt, Persia, and Chaldea;— 
they converse fluently respecting Greece and Rome, 
and speak in raptures of their laws, their philo- 
sophy, their poetry, their oratory, their architec- 
ture, and their military prowess ;«-^hey are well 

B 



2 PRACTICAL DISCOURSES. 

acquainted with the individuals who contributed to 
form this varied greatness, and devote themselves 
through life to the perusal of their works ; — ^they 
mention with enthusiasm the names of a Solon, 
a Lycurgus, a Socrates, a Plato, a Homer, a 
Sophocles, a Miltiades, Demosthenes, Pompey, 
Cassar, Cicero, Virgil, and the rest, and leading 
us to the giant figures of the states to which these 
belonged, show — 

*' How thro* the great, the labo\ir*d whole, 
Each mighty master pour'd his soul." 

Yet they do not hear a voice from heaven, con- 
stantly and loudly inviting them to behold the hand 
of God engaged in building a nation, and they 
overlook a phenomenon of those times, the most 
remarkable that had ever been witnessed by the 
human species, of a civU community constructed in 
all its parts tinder the direction of the all-wise Je- 
hovah, and of which he declared himself the poli- 
tical Head. This was truly a wonder of the world, 
which commends itself to us as an object of investi- 
gation big with promise. 

When, however, we point to Judea as the scene 
of such operations, and to the Jews as the people 
thus divinely formed, men cry. Tush ! and tocn 
away. There is something too imclassic in the 
sound of Israel, of which they do not read any 
thing in heathen authors, but what is calculated to 
move their aversion and contempt ; yet to this Tace 
ibe inspired passage on which we are me£tatiiig 
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alludes. When God left the kmdreds of the earth 
to their own dark ways, he reserved a scanty few 
amoi^ whom to preserve the memorial of his name; 
he chose the descendants of Abraham as his por- 
tion, and the lot of his inheritance; he made known 
his word unto Jacob, and his statutes unto Israel. 
He dealt not so with any nation, and as for his 
judgments, they did not know them ; of these only 
it can be said, God was their Captain, Lawgiver, 
and King. 

*' They, and they only, of all mankind, 
Receiv'd the transcript of the Eternal Mind, — 
Were tmsted with his own engraven laws, 
And constituted guardians of his cause.'* 

Of these only Jehovah says in our text,—" This 

people have I formed,'' and "fer myself;'' and as 

. the founders of other states are sq highly magnified 

through the earth, "they shall shew forth my praise." 



And th^ did so. His glory burst forth from Je- 
rusalem with an efiulgence that made all the world 
besides seem a chaos. See the polished Athenians^ 
80 ignorant of the Creator as to inscribe upon his 
altar— "To the unknown God;''-HBee the wisest 
pagan sage% in endeavouring to penetrate the mys* 
tery and reveal the truth, losing themselves and 
their disciples in endless mazes of error^ darkness, 
and doubt, whilst the Jews, centuries behind them 
in human learning, had clear c<mceptions of Jeho« 
arah,«r?-^Ralked in lucid paths of his knowledge,— and 

b2 
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had all their religious atmosphere full of glorious 
light; — survey the monstrous, unclean, and childish 
rights, falsely called sacred, that were in practice 
among the scientific Gentiles, and contrasting them 
with the Jewish worship, — so pure, so magnificent, 
so sublime, so worthy God and becoming man, — 
may you not ask, amazed, whence came this differ- 
ence and this superior excellency ? How heathen 
ethics lose their crested pride ! How insignificant, 
compared with the tables of the moral law and the 
economy of Moses ! 

Would you know the national strength of Israel P 
Think you behold the plagues of Egypts — think 
you see the chosen seed marching, with imwet feet, 
across the Red Sea, and the same waters that re- 
ceded to leave a channel for them to pass over, 
returning to overwhelm the host of Pharaoh. How 
many wonders of this kind shall we rehearse P Be- 
hold them finally planted in Canaan, against the 
united efforts of warlike and numerous states, which 
panted for their destruction; — see a multitude of 
armed men often cut to pieces by a few hundred 
Jews, as in the case of Gideon; — see their foes 
vanquished by a single arm, as in the case of Sam- 
son, — ^by a shepherd lad, as in the instance of 
David,-*-or without mortal effort so, a himdred and 
forty-five thousand Assyrians sat down to besiege 
the capital of Judea, Hezekiah prayed, and in the 
morning they were all dead men. How justly ex- 
claims the Psalmist — ^^ Lo, the kings were assem- 
bled; they passed by together; they saw it, and so 
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they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted 
away ; fear took hold upon them there, and pam as 
of a woman in travail.'*^ Had this people remained 
obedient to their God, no earthly power could have 
shook the fabric ; Titus and Vespasian had fought 



in yam. 

** The proud eagles of aU-conquering Rome 
Had found one city not to be overcome ; 
And the twelve standards of the tribes unfurl'd 
Had bid defiance to a warring world." 

All this unrivalled glory points to God, — all utters 
those words of the Great Supreme, and announces 
their ftilfilment : ^* This people have I formed for 
myself; they shall shew forth my praise.*" 



But, my brethren, if we have attempted to justify 
this passage in its primary reference, we shall not 
detain you here. It is capable of another applica- 
tion. He who distinguished his skill and power in 
rearing and preserving the Jewish polity, is from 
the beginning to the end of time engaged in col- 
lecting and forming a spiritual nation, a holy priest- 
hood, a peculiar people. This is the grandest 
display of his perfections, — this the crowning point 
of all his works. The carnal man knows not what 
is going forward and holding in breathless expect- 
ation the heavenly world; but Grod has revealed 
the secret, unfolded the plan, and discovered these 
actings of divinity to those who revere his name, 
and believe upon his Son. The great performance 

b3 
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is not as yet complete ; as yet it is imperfect, but 
in progress; ere long it will be finished, and when 
unveiled, will be presented to the universe a mani- 
festation that shall astonish all finite intelligencear 

A kingdom is establishing, whose centre and 
throne is in the hearts of men, and that shall stretch 
itself from the eastern to the western, from the 
northern to the southern boundariels of the earth, 
irrespective of casts, and differing complexions, 
and temporal governments, and worldly conditions. 
Even now the Spirit of God has gone forth, and 
is brooding over the mass <^ fallen humanity ;— » 
dready he is calling his sons from &r, and his 
daughters from the ends of the earth ;— at this day; 
there exists a people in the South Sea Isles, amid 
Arabian sands, among African Hottentots, and 
West Indian Negroes, in die burning soil of India, 
and in Lapland snows, and throughout the isles and 
continents of Europe, unknown personally to each 
other, yet all the ofipring of the same Spirit, all 
possessing the same features of mind, actuated by 
the same feelings, inspired with the same hope, 
participating the same privileges, obeymg the same 
laws, acknowledging the same King, members of 
the same family, alike separate from the rest of their 
fellow-mortals, integral portions of the same great 
community, of which Jehovah says, ** This people 
have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth 
my praise.^ 

Are you.anxioi;is to know whether you belong to 
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this distinguished people, — ^this only happy part of 
the human race ? It may be ascertained : the vkth 
ture of the forming influence i^ made known ii| 
^crip^e, affording a criterion by which to examimi 
ourselves. In the Old Testament it is described 9M 
the removal of a stony heart, the bestowal of an 
heart of flesh, the putting of his Spirit within, aiid 
writing his law upon the mind. In the New itia 
called the partaking of a divine nature : old things 
have passed away from its subjects, behold all things 
are become new ; it is a renewing of the man in 
knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness, after 
the image of him that created him,— a revelation of 
Christ in the heart, — ^a being born of the Spirit 
We do not inquire whether this work has been es* 
perienced by our hearers, to. the fiiU. extent of th^ 
piissages quoted^ and others of a similar bearing; 
such an attaiilment awaits the dissolution of di« 
body ; but have you tasted that the Lord is gr^^ 
cio^? Are you convinced o£ the vanity of those, 
earthly things whiph men in general idolize, and da 
you ardendy seek that heaven of purity and bliss 
presented in the pages of revelation ? Have you 
that f^ith which comes to the Saviour as poor, and 
wretched, and miserable, and blind, and naked, — &t 
riches such as he only can bestow, and sight which 
he pnly can give, and a justifying covering to the 
soul, and cleansing grace P Then are ye under his 
forming operations, and he will perfect that whieh 
c(mcemeth you, and will not forsake the works of 
his own hands* 

B 4 
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O the inestimable favour ! My brethren, highly 
prize it, be docile under his tuition, iK^iUing subjects 
to his sway, and patient under his care ; grieve him 
not by petulance ; you may not comprehend all his 
ii9Drkings; he may sometimes appear to move in 
mysterious ways in effecting in you the good plea- 
sure of his will, but measure them not by your own 
reason ; he is guided by infallible wisdom, therefore 
w|ut the issue and at aU times trust him. 



" Blind unbelief is sure to err. 
And scan his work in vun ; 
God is his own interpreter. 
And he will make it plaiu.' 



f» 



To aMct and perplex some of you; — to withhold 
prosperity in temporal affairs, and to leave you oft 
in circumstances wherein it is difficult to provide 
things necessary and honest, whilst, into the laps of 
the wicked, with lavish provision, he throws riches 
and ease, so that they are intoxicated with the in- 
crease of their com, and wine, and possessions,-— 
may seem a strange way of forming you for him- 
self; but remember, it is not solitary or peculiar 
in your case : he ever dealt thus with the chosen 
seeci* 

Consider once more the primary allusion of the 
text to the Jewish nation: ^^This people have I 
formed for myself Yet, how singular were the 
steps of his proceedings ! First, he bids Abram 
leave his kindred and father'^s house, and wander in a 
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toteign land; — again, the heads of the twelve tribes 
go down into Egypt, and endure the severest bond* 
age four hundred years ; — afterwards the tribes are 
ordered into a waste, howling wilderness ; — and, to 
omit similar measures, he pronounces the text with 
reference to that community as they were about to 
go captive into Babylon, to have their nobles slain, 
their temple and city destroyed, and to be, in all 
appearance, blotted out as a nation. These Jews, 
however, returned, and were reinstated in their 
country and the glory of their worship : conse* 
quently there was no abandonment of the profes- 
sions in the text. The ways of God in that case 
were justified to men, and will be equally so in all 
dispensations affecting us. 

Ye have seen gold as it comes from the mine, 
how incorporated with baser substances, — ^ye have 
seen metal that has lain by without proper care, 
how covered with incrustations, — ^ye have seen stone 
as it comes from the quarry, how rough and shape* 
less ! Such were ye ! What length of labour then 
is requisite, and what processes must we undergo, 
to become pure and bright, and stones polished and 
built up a heavenly temple ! All things must work 
together for good, to answer the requirements of 
such a work ; all that transpires must therefore be 
beneficial in the whole ; all the events of life, and 
among the rest, afflictions of every kind, are instru- 
ments by which the Divine Artificer forms you for 
himself; his grace renders all effectual, and the 
saints shall show forth his praise. 

b5 
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• Would you, my hearers, understand how the 
body of Christ, the spiritual seed, the invisible 
Church, exhibit the ^ory of Grod and promote his 
{yraise? Would you have the fiillest conviction 
and clearest apprehension of that which Scripture 
here affirms P Then take the pinions of faith, which 
easily outstrip the velocitude o£ moments, winds, 
and lightnings, and place yourselves at the goal 
where human ages shall have finished their destined 
rounds ;— behold the opening visions ; — see graves 
laid open, and sepulchres and tomb-stones rent 
away ;-see myriads of seraph forms rising thence 
into the air, hailing the advent of the descending 
Judge, shouting as they mount, '^ Hallelujah ! for 
the Lord is come, and time shall be no more !^^— * 
see them ranged on golden seats at his right hand, 
and rising with acclaim to second his decisions, 
which fix the destinies of worlds ; — ^mark their tri- 
umphant entry into the regions of the real Ca- 
naan ; — ^behold the Saviour presenting them to the 
Father, as his spoils of holy conquest, and the 
Father^s smiles, shedding new bliss through all their 
shining ranks ; — ^behold them drinking for ever at 
living fi)imtains, feeding for ever on heaven^s am- 
brosial plains; — see them Serving God day and 
night in his temple, with Jesus in their midst, the 
heaven of heavens in jubilee at the accumulation of 
its worshippers, and angels joyfully transported at 
the unusual sound in those happy realms of ten 
thousand times ten thousand human tongues singing 
in sweetest, fullest, loudest concert, the song of 
Hoses and the Lamb. 
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Now then, to perceive in this ccmsummatioii the. 
exhibition of Jdbovah^s praise, retraee their origiiti 
and mask their primeyld character. Some of itmni 
t^ most depraved of their species, and a|^rently 
less than human in the filthiness c£ thdv habits and- 

« 

the ignorance of their minds, and say who can de- 
fine the height, Mid depth, and length, and breadth 
of that grace, or speak the value of that bloody 
which could blot out their sin^, numerous as the^ 
stars. Or the sands upon all. the margins of all the: 
seas, and rising in mountains to the clouds.. 

Think you see^^n;:— «abbaith breakers, swearers^ 
liars, enemies to God by wi^d wodkfii sensual and; 
unclean, and whal language, think you, or concep- 
tion, can reach the power which recovered from 
such courses, destroyed the love of them, wtote 
upon their hearts and lives holiness to the Lord^- 
rendered them proof against innumerable t^nptSA 
tions, Tendered them more than a match for Sataa^ft 
fince andsnbtiky, and at length fit to be partakeife 
of the eanetity »id joys that.ieign in. Grod'js imrne^ 
diate presence. 

Look again at their former iniquities, and ima- 
gining them confirmed in the glories of the New 
Jerusalem, estimate^ if it be possible, the wisdom 
that brought them to theis-present felicity in a way 
that advanced the honour of the broken law, and 
rendered more striking and illustrious the holiness 
and justice of the Deity; yet says the Apostle, 

You hath he quickened who were before dead in 



« 
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trespasses and sins;^ — ^^ I, who was before' a blas- 
phemer, a persecutor, and injurious, obtained 
mercy;''— and "God, who is rich in mercy, hath 
raised us up, and made us sit together in heavenly 
pkces in Christ Jesus.'' 

Who is not ready to cry out, concerning each of 
the divine attributes in this grand display, ^^ O the 
depth ! " Who is there that would not swell the 
train of those who shall thus show forth the wisdom, 
and power, and love of Grod ? Now is the oppor- 
tunity ! Now may your wishes be realized ! Now 
IB the forming season ! Haste ! — ^it will soon be 
over, and '^ there is neither work, nor device, nor 
repentance" in the aj^roaching graves. 

But ye,— ye favour'd saints,— the heirs of so- 
many privileges,— why troubled' at present evils ? 
Take— 4i^e your harps from the willow trees. All 
tilings are mcentives to his praise; and as ye have 
the bud of heavenly experience in your hearts, let 
us hear the commencement of heaven's raptures in 
your strains. 
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THE SLEEPER AWAKENED. 

Awakcj thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead J and Christ shall give thee light — Ephes. 
V. 14. 

In times signalized for the great mental revolu- 
tion which has taken place in the world, when men, 
admitting the long-unheeded truth, that knowledge 
is power, have rushed to the acquisition of aU kinds 
of human learning with an ardour, perseverance^ 
and success that has no precedent ; — ^when they 
look back to their former ignorance with surprise, 
and regard their present eminence with feelings of 
triumph ;-— when the arts and sciences have been so 
&r improved as to procure for the century in which 
we live this noble appellation, — ^the age of intelli- 
gence ;— and in a country where the purest form of 
reli^on prevails ; — ^in England, where idols of wood 
and stone are not known ; — ^where the fabled gods 
of heathen antiquity are objects of derision, and 
the host of heaven have not a knee to pay them 
homage: but where the unity and spirituality of 
God are maintained ; — ^the relationship of man to 
his Creator, and our consequent obligations to Wor- 
ship him alone, acknowledged; — a general revereAce 
professed for the sacred volume; — the christian' 
faith patronized by the Government, and its sanc- 
tuaries attended by frequent crowds, it may appear 
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to some that Gospel Ministers entirely overlook 
these improved circumstances, since to the majority 
of their hearers, they apply the same declarations of 
darkness and error which they would, use towards 
the bushmen of A&ica, and the imcultivated tribes 
about the North Pole : since to the man 

''Whom starry science in her cradle rock'di 
And Castaly enchasten'd with its dews ; 
Who throws around him the blaze of wisdom and of art, 
The pomp of learning, and parade of tongues ; " — 

Who proves, on mathematical principles, the exist- 
ence and attributes of the one Jehovah, and is 
equally ready to defend the genuineness and au- 
thenticity of the New Testament, they often use 
the same language in which St. Paul spake to the 
idolatrous Gentiles : Thou art a child of the night, 
and covered with ^ mantle of palpable glooms. 



But this ministerial course will be justified in the 
ai^ht of those who consider, that it is our province 
to speak to you of the saving knowledge of God 
and his ways. With this, science has no necessary 
connection. Need we repeat the long catalogue of 
infidels, who, possessing the amplest stores o£ 
worldly information, have yet been lost, from blinds- 
ness to the Creator and Saviour of men ? What 
lectures might Satan and his associates read, to the 
astonishment of our philosophers, upon the me- 
chanism of nature, the structure of mind, the being 
and works of God; yet, says the Word of Inspira- 
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ticm, ^^ They are under chains of darkness ;^— which 
do not intend a local prison or material fetters, m 
the devil is at large, prowling through the world 
for human prey, but they intimate that these beings 
are left in their destitution of spiritual knowledge^ 
even ^^ to the judgment of the great day.^^ Nor 
does an outward avowal of some or all revealed 
truths constitute this knowledge. The Pharisees 
prided themselves in being able to explain and de- 
fend the character and law of the Almighty, as well 
as Christians ; but our Lord charges them, in the 
midst of their boasted attainments, with being blind 
leaders of the blind, on this very account,-— that 
they wanted that spiritual apprehension of Scrips 
ture which only can produce accq>table service. 

Have you, my brethren, this spiritual discam^ 
ment? Such a view of the immensity of God 
which filleth heaven and earth, as to live imder the 
impression of that truth, '' Thou God seest me P"^ 
Such .view of his holiness as leads you perpetuaUy 
to shun sin, and the garments spotted by the flesh ?. 
Such a view of his goodness as powerftilly attradfi 
you to his embrace, and leads to an eager oflenng 
of body, soul^ and spirit, as a most reasonable ser- 
vice? Such a perception of the propriety and 
beauty of his revealed will, as to seek conformity to 
it in thought, word, and action,*— «s to be guided 
by it in the secular occupation, amid the busy w^lks 
of men, at home, and in the closet, and such an an^ 
ticipaticm of his tribunal as to give it a commanding 
infl^^y»TC4^ over the whole career of life? These aie 
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the effects of that light afforded to the saints ; yet 
how comes it that many who are openly numbered 
with his people, practically '^ deny the Lord that 
bought. them !^ And what ideas of Jehovah do 
they discover, when faithfully warned of their in- 
consistent conduct from the pulpit P They furnish 
an illustration of Cowper'^s words : — 

" Faults in the life breed errors in the hrain. 
And these reciprocally those again." 

" Some,'* cries the Apostle, " have not the know- 
ledge of God : I speak this to your shame."' And 
this represents the condition of all men : yet if we 
simply tell them they know not God, they will not 
believe it. When, however, we enumerate the prac- 
tical tendency of this knowledge, they feel convinced 
that their lives present a vacuum here; and of what 
they admit, the Bible assigns this cause: — That 
^'they are alienated from the life of God through 
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blind- 
ness of their heart.'' ^' He that saith, I know him, 
and keepeth not his commandments, is a Uar, and 
the truth is not in him." And, ^^ the natural man 
understandeth not the things of the Spirit of God." 



A moral night, then, has spread itself over the 
race of man, — a continual, uninterrupted night. If 
the sun that shines in the firmament, goes down, on 
the morrow he repairs the golden flood, and with 
rekindled ray cheers the beast of the field, the 
birds of the air, the insect tribes, and vegetable 
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nature; our bodies feel his bliss, and rejoice with the 
rest of the inferior creation. But there is no such 
relief to the soul of man : material beams give no 
light here, and another sun must chase its darkness. 
Whilst nature laughs at the returning day, man is 
called to mourn ; for returning, and again return- 
ing, it finds and leaves us not only in undiminished, 
but in darker shades. Not that He who made all 
things perfect, and pronounced them good, left any. 
portion of his noblest workmanship, — ^the moral 
world, — ^without congenial light; a brighter lumi*. 
nary than yonder orb was placed in the breast of 
man ; a beam of God^s own moral radiance rested 
there, which, diffiising itself over the soul, gave it* 
a resemblance to the Deity : but man, rising in re- 
bellion, quenched it, and thus became &miliar with 
night. In ^s night men are asleep. The hus- 
bandman toiling at mechanic labour, or at merchan-' 
dize, or agricultural employ, puts into requisition 
every faculty of the body, and every power and 
passion of the mind, with a promptitude that proves 
him ftdly awidce to the business of temporal gain ; 
and the wife at home, exhibits, in the domestic, 
duties of the house and family, an activity which is 
alike inconsistent with sleep ; and the child at its 
primer or its toys is awake. The thundering applause 
from the theatre, — the sound from the concert,-— 
the rude clamour firom the alehouse, — the burst of 
merriment firom convivial parties, — ^the busy tread of 
people, or the rattling of their wheels, or the dash 
of their oars on Sunday jauntsy— Uie gaiety of 
dress, and a thousand similar appearances, show 
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that man, wife, and child are never adeep to plea^ 
aureus call,-— are always awake in pleasure's dizzy 
maze. 

• 

But in the service of Jehovah, for which chiefiy, 
nay, alone, the powers of man were given, — ^for 
which each of us had a being and loc^ty on this 
globe, where are the thoughts ? Axe they searching 
into the mysteries, of divine goodness and love? 
Are they tracing the developement of the mighty 
scheme planned and ei:ecuted for the recovery of 
mortals? Are they scrutinizing their individual 
experience of religion, with a view to its increase, 
or conceiving new methods of glorifying God ? 
Whexe are the passions in this noble work ? Does 
s6xxow flow copiously for sins that oppose the best 
of beings, and. crucified the liord of life ? Do€» 
anger kindle against our evil appetites ? Does &m 
i^prehend only the displeasure of the Most £[igli, 
femang nope besides ? Sits love, in heavenly mus^ 
ings tm the Gospel-revelation of the Trinity,— the 
Fatber^s pity, the Saviour's character, the Spirif 3 
grace ? Are the feet, like David's, swift to run in 
the way of his testimonies? the hands ready to 
perform his will? According to the comparison of 
the Psalmist, as the eyes of ia handmaid are to the 
hand of her mistress, do men generally wait upon 
God ? Does the tongue occupy itself in the praise^ 
of God, and re-echoing the anthems of celestial 
spirits ? No ! Both soul and body are to these 
otgects asleep, rocked in the arms of the profoundest 
atomber! Great God! what a ^leep is this! A 
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sleep for ages ! For ages an unregenerate world 
has slept! — ^firom nearly its creation! Century 
after century angels have paced the earth, and wept 
and wondered at the dread phenomenon! God 
himself came down to see ; and, observing the state 
of the children of men, emphatically pronounced it 
the insensibility of death. Omniscience has em- 
ployed the metaphor; therefore judge it not too 
bold, nor in a spiritual sense is it difficuh, to point 
out the smslogy between a dead corpse and the soul 
in its &llen state. The former, it is true, has lost its 
faculties, while this retains them ; but if they ar^ 
not employed upon divine sulgects, — if they per- 
ceive not moral obligation, — if men indulge in ail: 
that God forbids, and abide in this practice, uncoil 
oerned, unapprehensive, nay, astonished that God 
should call them into judgment,— -if they come into 
the house of God, and employ their minda there 
upon the fooleries of imagination, fiill of worWyr 
images,— -if they sit and hear for weeks, and months,; 
and years, without supposing the descriptiohs o£ 
the sinner directed unto them, or aj^lying to thenw 
selves the warmng voice, or takmg hold of a single, 
promise to lead them to the cross, do not these 
things warrant the assertion that they are spiritually 
dead? But this darkness and deadness is self-im- 
posed, and is nothing else than the soul voluntarily. 
absorUng herself in sinfiil lusts. Hence the venge- 
ance which is superadded; hence for such strange. 
perversity, the justice of God threatens the black- 
ness of darkness, misery, and despair unutterable 
and eyerlastmg. The sentence is past, and ha9 
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I 

been executing^ continually^ from before and since 
the flood to the present period, quick as men have 
been borne to their sepulchral tenements. Is it 
next to be visited on you ? Who knows how soon P 



Yet hear ! Some have been saved by grace, and 
the same mercy yearns, in the fiilness of its compas<- 
sion, over you. He who snatched, by the instru- 
Bientality of his servants, many of the ancient Jews, 
ci the Gentile Greeks and Romans, and persons of 
every kindred, tongue, and nation, from such a 
doom, has not now lost his willingness or power to 
save. He now says to his ministers. Pierce — ^pierce 
those dreary abodes of men, where they lie linked 
with apostate angels, waiting the day of wrath; bid 
them leave such ominous companionship ; tell them 
their cases are not equal; cry, there is hope for 
man; seize the silver trumpet of the Gospel, and 
as ye pass through the myriads of sleeping mortals, 
sound in the loudest note, ^^ Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light.'' Father of Heaven, we go ! — 
Saviour, we go ! — Spirit of Grace, we go ! Attend 
us ! O that Demosthenes might be heard again ! 
O for the burning energy of St. Paul ! " Awake, 
thou that sleepest ! ^ Awake ! — ^the storm is 
coming !— -the thunder rolls at hand ! Awake ! — 
mercy knocks at the heart! To Mary and to 
Martha it was joyfrd to behold Lazarus coming up 
from the tomb ; but to see a soul rising from the 
grave of sin, and putting off the shroud, and 
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awaking to newness of life, is a scene that gives 
new vigour to the harpings of seraphim,— -new 
swellings to their joy,^ — ^hew pleasure to the Omni* 
potent Father. No feeling like his when he ex- 
claims, ^^ Bring hither the best robe and put it on 
him, and kill the fatted calf; for this my son was 
dead, and is alive again, was lost, and is found.^ 
In a day of such excitement, when even savages 
have taken the alarm, and stretched out their hands, 
saying to the Gospel Heralds, <^Come and hdp 
us;^ when these barbarians have been aroused by 
British Missionaries, shall Britons themselves be 
still insensible, and, &lling back upon your beds, 
say, "Leave us to repose?'' No; but we will ad- 
dress you as, according to the poet, Satan did his 
legions, prone on the fiery surge— 

** Arise, lest ye be fix'd there by link'd thunderbolts ! 
Awake I arise ! or be for ever fallen ! " 

Want you power ? Call upon God. He is ready ; 
all-sufBcient. Are you terrified at the night which 
envelopes all, and the dreariness of its aspect? 
Despur not ! Christ shall give thee light ; for he 
has pledged his name, his character, his truth to 
this. He will fulfil the promise held out by his 
Ministers ; for he has bid them promise. Awake 
to wonders ! The Father, seeing the particle <^ 
light which man at his creation possessed, thouj^ 
as much as necessary for his guidance, thus disas- 
trously put out, has sent his only-begotten Son to 
supply its place. Move on towards him ! He is 
the bright and morning Star ! nay, look in yonder 
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east— it is the day-spring from on high hath visited 
us ! it is the Sun of Righteousness, coming with 
healing in his beams ! it is the fuhiess of the God-* 
head, shining now not as under the Law, but in the 
meridiim strength of Gospel-revelation, shedding 
the day ! For as the incarnate Saviour walked in 
Jewry at the approach of evening, and when the 
mountain-shadows were taking an ampler ra^ge, he 
cried to the assembled multitudes, <^ I am come a 
light into the world ; he that believeth in me shall 
not abide in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life.*" Come ye under his rays. They are vivi- 
fying: let but one of them be introduced to the 
soul, and instantly the sentence of death is can* 
celled, the hand-writing is blotted out, and sin in 
its penal consequences, ^< shall not have dominion 
over you ; for ye are not under the law, but imder 
grace.'' They are vivifying : a resurrection from 
dead works to serve the living God, the implanta- 
tion of holy principles, securing a blameless life; 
and they are enlightening: for their brilliancy 
exposes Satanic snares, points out the paths safest 
to be trodden through life, dissipates the darkness 
of the tomb, and across the obscurity of the friture 
tracks out a milky way up to heaven's eternal seat. 
^< Awake,'' therefore, ^^ thou that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead;" fear nothing; <^ Christ shall give 
Ihee light." 
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THE FIRST GRAND AIM. 



Mut seek first the kingdom of God. — Matt. vi. 33. 

We perceive in the discourses of our Lord Jesus 
Christ a new and extraordinary mode of teachii^ 
and enforcing moral duties, so much superior to 
that pursued by heathen sages, cnr under the Old 
Testament dispensation, as to overwhelm us with 
an awfiil and grateM surprise, and leave us, with 
the Jewish crowds that hung upon his lips, ex- 
claiming, ^^ Never man spake like this man.*^ This 
mode consisted in bringing to bear upon the subject 
the sancticms of a future state. ^^ You know,^ said 
Socrates to his disciples, in the near prospect of 
death, ^^ that I have an expectation after my de- 
cease of going to good men ; but of this I will not 
speak with too much confidence.^ And in other 
{daces he talks of immortality, as a something rather 
desirable than certain. Cicero, who had studied 
the best Greek philosophers, and was himself infe- 
rior to none of them, discovered here the same 
heffltation of deciding ; else how are we to under- 
stand the following passage : — ^^ Prove to me,^ says 
this illustrious Roman, ^^ that souls live after deadi, 
if you are able: the task is difficulC^ It is no 
wonder, then, that these individuals and their asso- 
ciates, who took the lead in guiding the lives of 
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men, should, in their systems of ethics or moral 
rules, have taken but little notice of an hereafter, 
which they looked upon as a question very much 
involved in darkness. Their precepts regarded 
only the present existence, and professed no higher 
aim than the preservation and advancement of states, 
harmony in the social relations, and a long and 
happy life to the individual. Beyond this paddock 
they never looked ; their swmmvm boniim^ or chief 
good, was fixed in this world, was to be enjoyed 
here, and expired with the last groan of the bursting 
heart. Hence the views, and hopes, and fears of 
mankind, imder such directions, were rivetted to 
the earth. 



In the divine economy, moreover, of the Israel- 
ites, the doctrine of a fiiture state did not possess a 
prominent situation. If this truth was taught by 
the Law and Prophets, it was only in an incidental 
manner ^ if it may be ascertained from them, it is 
generaUy by long and elaborate deductions of rea- 
soning. Hence the Sadducees, one of the two 
learned sects which ruled the opinions of the Jews, 
though they professed obedience to the temple-wor- 
ship, and reverence for the inspired Book on which 
it was founded, declared that the writings of Moees 
did not warrant the belief of a resurrection, or of 
•angel, or spirit. The Law chiefly held out to its 
observers temporal benefits: as, rich and firuitftd 
lands, abimdance of cattle, victory over enemies, 
' imd a long and peaceful life, with a numerous pos- 



PRACTICAL DISCOITBSES. 25 

terity to preserve their name. Thus, in Deut. xi.: 
^^ If ye will hearken diligently to my command- 
ments, to love the Lord your God, and to serve 
him with all your heart, and with all your soul, I 
will give,'' says Jehovah, " the rain of your land in 
due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that 
thou mayest gather in thy com, and wine, and oil, 
and I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, 
that thou mayest eat and be full.'" Again, in the 
28th chapter of the same book, the consequences 
of piety are stated in the following manner: — 
^< Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed 
shalt thou be in the field ; blessed shall be the fruit 
of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the 
fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the 
flocks of thy sheep; blessed shall be thy basket and 
thy store ; thou shalt be blessed when thou comest 
in, and when thou goest out.*" The fiivour of 
heaven upon godliness being very much represented 
by prosperous circumstances in this life, and its 
wrath upon sinners by calamities of a temporal kind. 



But when He that should come, — ^the Desire of 
Nations, who was to teach all things, and introduce 
a dispensation more perfect than the Law,— -when 
Christ appeared, he begun his instructions by draw, 
ing ande the veil which hung over a friture state ; 
by describing, with singular perspicuity and force, 
an everlasting duration beyond the grave; a heaven 
of inconceivable blessedness reserved for righteous 
persons, and a hell of misery, where the worm dieth 
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not and the fire is not quenched, for the wicked ; 
by pomtioBg to a resurrection, when this corruptible 
shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put 
on immortaHty, connecting with it the judgment 
then fixed for the trial of the world. Here he 
dwelt ; upon this he largely insisted ; and, reniind> 
ing men of the sliortness and uncertainty of life, 
and of the awakening truth — ^that no space for re- 
pentance is afforded beyond the time of our present 
existence, but as the tree is cut down so it lieth, he 
laboured to draw men from too great an estimation 
of riches, honor, ease, and other worldly emolu- 
ments, and to engage them in the pursuit of trea- 
sures laid up where moth and rust cannot corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break throu^ and steal, 
and to fix them through life in daily preparation for 
the momentous scenes to be realized after the death 
of the body. This Ufe, was the sum of all his ad- 
monitions,— -this Kfe, viewed but as a probationary 
state for another. Be not taken up with things of 
time and sense, but foUow after virtue ; believe on 
me and keep my sayings, not so much for present 
advantage, as fi)r enabling you to meet with joy the 
important crisis to which you are hastening : for the 
little which the body requires, trust to my Father^s 
providence working fi)r its nourishment, but not 
with misplaced anxiety : <^ Take no thought fer your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, ncnr 
yet for your body what ye shall put on. Behold 
the fowls of the air : they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into bams, yet your heavenly 
Fadier feedeth them. Consider the lilies of the 
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field how they grow : they toA not, neither do they 
spin, and yet I say unto youy that even Solomon, in 
all his glory, was not arrayed like one of these. 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to>day is, and to-morrow is cast into the 
oyen, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little fidth ? Seek ye first the kingdom of Crod and 
hia righteousness.^^ 



How infimtely more dignified and more becoming 
the nature of Ae soul is the end proposed, and the 
employment here enjoined ! When men labour for 
that which ministers only delight to the corporeal 
senses, which soon must perish with the body, do 
they seem more devated than the irrational animals 
beneath them ? — ^than the ant, or than the beasts 
of the forest, ranging through deserts for their 
prey? And when the object is attained, is the 
luxurious banquet, and carnal pomp, and revellings, 
thd Uiss of man ? Though self^ngrossed in these 
things, the exercises of the soul answer, No. Does 
she not^ in thou^t^ easily and swifUy range through 
all conditions of life, through all the kingdoms of 
the earthi through all this low^ creation, and, 
esteeming this a trifle, does she not stand, as it 
were, upon the outside of the globe, taking a survey 
of the orbs that roll in infinite space, exhausting 
worlds in her contemplations, and then, untired, 
conceiving new? Will any one affirm that a few 
acrei^ of land, or a few thousands of fimded wealth, 
can fill u^ such < vast capacities ? The soul, if we 
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consider her inward workings, answers, No. Dis« 
satisfied and repining, in the midst of all which the 
world calls good and great, she proves that we need 
some superior possession ; that whilst we find it ex- 
pedient to provide for the continual nourishment of 
the animal part that which is congenial with its 
nature, yet something which diflfers widely is requi- 
site for the soul. The very nature of things says, 
that spirit cannot be satisfied with what is material; 
and that a spirit which grasps ages in its calcula- 
tion, and looks for more, requires a happiness not 
limited to threescore years and ten. Hence, as 
Dr. Young justly observes— 



M 



A soul immortal spending all het firds. 
Wasting her strength in strenuous idleness. 
Thrown into tumult, raptur'd or alarm'd 
At ought this scene can threaten or indulge. 
Resembles ocean into tempest wroiight, 
To waft a feather, or to drown a fly." 



Much, then, as those that see not its true import 
and tendency, oppose the Gospel and its great 
Author, Jesus Christ, in our text, and a multitude 
of similar passages, raises — and he only raises — ^the 
souls of men from thdr naturally imbruted and vile 
condition, and places before them a quarry worthy 
their ambition. He points them to the Father of 
spirits, as the great centre of attraction, drawing 
aroimd him all the rational part of the universe^ 
and fs^m his fUness sheddmg among them infinite 
blessings, and calls upon us to be moving nearer 
and nearer towards this boundless Jehovah. 
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Not only on account of the great object it offers 
foi* our pursuit, an object, than which nothing can be 
conceived more excellent, but as it is foimded upon 
the doctrine of a future judgment, and those other 
€ufolime and awful truths from which it may be con- 
sidered an inference, we must see the necessity of 
following the exhortation in the text. Immortality 
being now brought to light by the Gospel, and its 
certainty rendered unquestionable, — ^the importance 
of preparing for it will impress our minds, the more 
we dwell upon the glories into which it will usher 
us on the one hand, or the miseries it may inflict 
on the other. From these two considerations the 
text derives all its impressiveness ; and it is utterly 
impossible for the man, who regards himself as 
daily moving forward to a point where worldly pos- 
sessions must cease to be of any consequence, and 
when the space he has lived on earth will bear far 
less proportion to that upon which he enters than 
a moment to a miUion years, and when an irrevo- 
cable and perpetual condition of imspeakable joy, 
or, anguish and despair, will be adjudged him, 
according as he improved or wasted the precious 
hours of the present existence : — ^it is impossible for 
such an one not lightly to esteem those terrestrial 
enjoyments which engross the generality of our 
species, called the world. 



If this is the spirit of the text, and of the whole 
paragraph of which it is a part, it goes farther, and 
declares, the only safe mode of preparation for 
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eternity is by seeking << the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness ;'^ by joining that spiritual com- 
munity over whicb Jesus Christ reigns in the sweet 
and powerful influence of his Spirit^ enlightening 
their minds, sidbduing in them what is evil, and 
regulating their will, affections, imd conversation. 
These form the kingdom which he has set up. It is 
.confined to no one branch of the professing church, 
nor to any particular form of outward worship, but 
is an invisible kingdom within you,^ — in the heart. 
Whether we belong to it, must be ascertained by 
examining our sentiments, feelings, and conduct, 
with the criteria oi a beUever, liud down in the 
New Testament. This kingdom, both as to its 
members and happiness, is partly on earth, and 
partly in heaven; it is a constant procession of 
hdiy men, silently as to any wcxdidly show, movii^ 
onwards towards the judgment seat, and from that to 
the pr<Hnised rest, linked to Martyrs, and Apostles, 
and to Christ ; each rank as it moves in, drawing 
the next nearer to its glory, until all shall be saved, 
agreeably to that dedaration : '< Ye are come unto 
Mount Zion, unto the city of the living Grod, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, to the general assembly and church 
of the firstborn that are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the sj»rits of just men 
made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the 
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, which 
speaketh better things than the blood of Abel.^^ 

Fdlow on with this company, carrying with you 
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this righteousness as your justifying plea : ^' The 
righteousness of God, which is by the faith of 
Jesus Christ.''^ In passing the great bar, a life 
conformable to the law, in all its spirituality and 
extent, will be required by the justice of God, in 
order to acceptance. This no one can fiumish ; or 
I understand not those passages; — ^^ There is not 
a man that liyeth and sinneth not;^-— ^^By the 
deeds of the Law shall no flesh living be justified;^ 
— ^and, ^^ He hath concluded all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon all.^ What, then, shall 
the mmer do at that tribimal? The Gos^l says. 
Present the spotless life of him who was ^^holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from fiinmers,^-^ 
who, though a man, and in all points tempted as 
we are, sinned not, and who fulfilled such a course 
on earth to give the benefit of his life to all those 
who eitercise fidth on his mediation* But at that 
bar justice requires vengeance for the breach g£ the 
holy Law.. The Saviour'^s righteousness answers 
also this demand: he died for sins not his own; 
"he suffered, the just for the unjust;'' "he gave 
his life a ransom for many,'' and thus became the 
Lord our Justifier. Remember, therefore, my 
brethren, that which Jesus enjoins in this passage 
as the grand business of life, namely, — ^preparation 
fi)r a fiiture world ; and bear in mind the plan of 
pursuing this that he has laid down, — that to "seek 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness," is the 
only one suited to our circumstances, as sinfid 
inen,<^-the only one we can follow with a happy 
result. 
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TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS. 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels^ that 
the excellency of the power may he of God^ and 
not ofus» — ^2 Cor. iv. 7- 

When we consider the greatness of this treasure^ 
and the consequences dependant on its proper ap- 
plication,— -even a higher glory to God than what 
he had derived from any previous operations, and 
the recovery of man from the ruins of the &11, we 
are astonished to see it committed to such keeping. 
If mortals are to be entrusted with such a treasure, 
we might have been ready to exclaim, Give it to 
the Greeks, who were then illustrious through the 
world for wisdom, that this patronage may soften 
the prejudices of men, and induce them to consider 
its heavenly institutions. Let the Romans also 
have part in the commission, that it may have the 
benefit of their guardian shields. But when we se^ 
him fixing, for this important office, upon a few 
obscure fishermen, drawn from the Lake of Galilee, 
we would have said, Put the world in sackcloth, 
and proclaim a fast throughout the families of men; 
let there be wailing, and lamentation, and bitter 
mourning ; let their head be waters, and their eyes 
a fountain of tears, for God has forgotten to be 
gracious; he hath repented of his mercifril inten* 
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tions to man ; he hath in anger shut up his tender 
mercies^ and will be favourable no more. 



' Yet, if there was ever any thing calculated to asto- 
nish us, it is the hyperbole, — the vast exhibition, — 
the excellency of power and influence displayed by 
the Gospel, through this common and unpromising 
medium. Picture to yourselves the first marching 
of this feeble band of Preachers, the circumstances 
in which they found mankind, and the glorious 
issue even of the first campaign. ^^ Christianity 
lives by priestcraft, — ^by the policy of statesmen, — 
by adapting itself to the superstitions of the vulgar,^ 
exclaims the infidel. But surely, if at that period 
it had no other support, it would have been imme- 
diately smothered, as all men accounted it a mon- 
strous birth, and eagerly expected its end. The 
unknown, the powerless, and, with but one exception, 
the unlettered disciples of Jesus Christ proceeed 
against the pagan religion : a religion that, by its 
pompous rites and observances, fed all the vanity of 
the human mind, and by its licentious indulgences, 
feasted all the sinfiil appetites of the human heart ; 
a religion which pleased men by nearly the total 
absence of vindictive sanctions, and was endeared 
to them by the associations which it ever brought 
along with it, being graced by the names of law- 
givers, heroes, and other celebrated men, whom 
they had been taught to imitate and reverence ; its 
defects had been concealed, and its beauties height^ 
ened by all the rich and romantic fiincies of the 
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greatest poets; it hsA \mn the religion of their 
fathers and ancestors, and had grown up and 
mingled itself with all the institutions of their 
country. Was it hkely that the Christian system 
would have prospered if it had depended upon the 
popular vote, seeing paganism had such a hold upon 
the inhabitants of almost all countries. Yet the 
Apostles, going out with the Gospel as their only 
weapon, wrenched from its fastnesses the mighty 
&bric of heathenism, and scattered it in fragments 
through the earth. So far from receiving popular 
countenance, when the disciples first came and told 
mankind that they were sent to overturn their false 
theology by the foolishness of preaching, and ex- 
horted them to believe on Jesus, who was crucified, 
and who, according to the flesh, was a Jew,, the 
very name of which was odious to a Roman or a 
Greek, the world knew not whether to apply ridicule 
or punishment, and Festus cried, ^^ Paul, thou art 
beside thyself;^ and ^^ certain philosophers of the 
Stoics and Epicureans encountered him, crying. 
What will this babbler say ?^ but when the world 
beheld the banners of the cross floating from new 
eminences, it rose in arms, and beat, and im- 
prisoned, and banished, and beheaded, and burnt, 
and crucified, and threw to savage beasts, and perse- 
cuted to death in all its frightful shapes the minis- 
ters and disciples of Jesus Christ. Yet amidst aU, 
the cause advanced, and learned men, and wealthy 
men, and official men, and even some in Csesar^s 
household, embraced the fidth ; and thirty or forty 
years after Christ, there were churches in Asia 
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Minoi^, Palestine, Greece, and Jtaly ; seventy years 
after Christ, christians were so numerous that Pliny 
declares the pagan altars were in some parts quite 
forsaken; and so early as the fourth century the 
whole Bomaa power was professedly christian. 
How at the j^esent day has it advanced, what 
are . its triumphs, or who can tell ? Its trophies 
are to be found in ev^ part of the globe, even 

** In dimes beyond the solar road, 
Where shaggy forms o'er ice-built mountains roam, 
Its sun has broke the twilight gloom, 
To cheer the shivering native's dull abode." 



What is more remarkable than its influence on 
individual character P The depravity of man is so 
obvious, that very few have had the hardihood to 
deny he is a fallen areature. Su&r us then to ask. 
What has been done l^ any other religion to 
remedy the evil? Human ethics and discipline 
have indeed scnaetimes drawn men from the open 
commission of some notorious sins, but they have 
left undeansed the well-s{»ring of the heart ; they 
have merely changed the mode of sinning, but not 
weakened the principle : for whilst they have lopped 
off some <^ the sins of the flesh, those of the spirit, 
as sdf-righteousness and pride, have grown the 
faster. The Gospel only produces a total renova- 
tion in the maiu and of him only who has sincerely 
embraced it can it be afiirmed, that ^^ once he was 
darkness, but now light in the Lord;^ that ^^he is 
a new creature ;'^ that ^^ old things are passed away^ 
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and all things are become new.**^ Innumerable in- 
stimces show us where it has changed the whole 
course of life, and produced conduct in all respects 
unimpeachable ; where it has made the most aban- 
doned characters conspicuous in the paths of virtue; 
where it has made notoriously wicked men esti- 
mable in all the domestic and civil relations,— good 
subjects, good masters, good servants, good hus- 
bands, good wives, good parents, good children, 
good sisters, brothers, friends, and neighbours; 
overcoming the most inveterate propensities to evil, 
and rendering the licentious pure, the proud man 
humble, the rich man poor in spirit, the poor man 
contented with his lot; where, in the language 
of Decourcy, ^^it has brought the 8elfUx>nceited 
rationalist to the feet of Jesus in the character of a 
pupil, a novitiate, a fool; where it has made the 
resentful patient of injuries, and forgiving, even if 
sinned against ninety and nine times ; where it has 
subdued the selfishness of the human breast, and 
strongly imbued it with a benevolence and a charity 
that esteems every man a brother, whom we are 
bound to serve in every possible way, and that con- 
siders it binding to love our neighbour as ourselves; 
finally, impelling the individual to follow afiier 
whatsoever things are honest, and pure, and lovely, 
and of good report, and to furnish in his life an 
echo to that apostolic injunction : ^^ Let all bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking be put away, with all malice, having your 
conversatioif in heaven, blameless and harmless, the 
of God without rebuke, in the midst of a 
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crooked and perverse generation, and shining as 
lights in the world*^ 



^^ We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of Grod, and 
not of us.^ The difficulty, my brethren, is how 
removed, the problem is solved, and the mystery 
laid open. Though the emplo}anent of these feeble 
means to accomplish his amazing purposes of grace 
has ever seemed foolish in the eyes of worldly men, 
who have dared to place their little spark of reason 
in competition with reason^s Sim, and to dt in judg- 
ment on the ways of their Creator ; yet in this, as 
in every other instance in which he has deigned to 
make us acquainted with the ground of his actions, 
we perceive that the mode which God adopts to 
carry on his designs is marked with consummate 
wisdom. If, in promulgating the Gospel, he had 
accommodated himself more to the low conceptions 
of greatness which pervade our minds; — ^if, for 
example, instead of passing by the splendid ranks, 
and drawing forth his instruments from the humble 
vale of life, he had selected his ministers from noble . 
or royal blood; — ^if, instead of frequently £xing 
upon men for this arduous work, of education, 
science, and genius inferior to yourselves, he had 
covered the earth with preachers possessing the 
gigantic abilities of ancient days, and attracting 
mankind by the surprising energies of a Demos* 
thenes, and the extraordinary powers and glowing 
eloquence of Tully, or St. Paul : still, the grand 
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agency the application of the saving mercy to the 
heart, to regenerate, to sanctify, and redeem, must 
have been, as it is now, peculiarly his own : nothing 
less than Divinity being equal to such a task. 
Mortals, however, would not have seen it in this 
light, nor have looked upon the Gospel of Christ 
to be ^^ the power of God to salvation to every one 
that believeth;^ but would have referred all the 
glory and success to human instrumentality. Has 
not man, ever since the fidl, manifested, in his un- 
renewed condition, an astonishing blindness to the 
fi>otsteps of his Maker, though they are imprinted 
deep on every thing above, beneath, within, around 
us, whether as to nature, providence, or graoe. 
Having, upon certain mechanical principles, ac- 
counted for the moon and planets wheeling round 
their central light, — ^for the succession of night and 
day, and the seasons as they roll, — for the flux and 
n^ux of the sea, keeping in movement, and conse- 
quently from putrefaction, the mighty mass of 
waters, and for other like phenomena, he casts not 
a look, nor lifts a thought to that great, and wise, 
and good Being who made those laws, and still pre- 
serves them. In providing for the creatures he has 
formed ; in sitting upon the circle of the heavens, 
and ordering and controuling the affairs of this 
lower sphere ; in raising up and overturning states 
and empires; in exalting this individual and de- 
basing that, he is overlooked by a large proportion 
of our race, who refer aU things to that blind god- 
dess of fortune worshipped by the old pagans ; or 
to an equally fatal error, — the astrologer's art, or a 
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good position of the stars. Therefore, to purge, or 
rather to meet the dimness of man^s visual ray, Grod 
has recourse to the expedient of performing great 
wonders by trivial means, that, short-sighted as we 
are, we may be compelled to see and acknowledge 
the excellency of the power to be of God. To this 
end, at the stretching out of Moses^ rod, he divides 
the Bed Sea ; and at the blowing of rams^ horns 
he throws down the walls of Jericho ; and at the 
breaking of pitchers by Gideon and a scanty band 
of three hundred, he destroys the host of Midian; 
and the giant, whose presence unnerved the valiant 
men of Israel, he slays by a youthfiil shepherd. 
The hand of Jehovah was so obvious in these de- 
liverances, that aU but a perfect sceptic must con- 
fess it. 

« " By whom w«8 David taught 

To aim the dreadful blow, 

When he Goliah fought, 

And laid the Gittite low ? 

'Twas IsraeVs God and King that sent him to the fight, 

That gave him strength to sling, and skill to aim aright 

" He ordered Gideon fofth 

To' storm the invader's camp, 
With arms of little worths 
A pitcher and a lamp ; 
The trumpets made his coming known, 
And all the host was overthrown." 



From the same cause he acts in the same manner 
in propagating the &ith of his beloved Son, Christ 
Jesus. Deity is here at work ; two grand parts of 
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the glorious sdi^me have been accomplished; tiro 
Persons of the sacred Trinity have been engaged, 
and have now in a measure retired ; yet^ of such 
moment is the remaining third of the work, that un- 
less it be guided to a successful issue, the love of the 
Father is unproductive, the councfls of heaven are 
frustrated, the link of salvation drops to pieces, and 
Christ has died in vain. Fear not ; such a fiulure 
can never happen, and the experience of one thou- 
sand eight hundred years is against it. If, in 
sending his only-begotten Son into the world incar- 
nate,— -in placing to his account the trangressions 
of ungodly men, — ^in visiting upon him the punish- 
ment due to us, and in accepting the inestimable 
and all-sufficient atonement, the Father has done 
his part ; if, in volimtarily appearing in the like- 
ness of sinfiil flesh, and assuming the form of a 
servant, — ^if, by a life of spotless innocence, by his 
cross and passion, by his agony and bloody sweat, 
by his precious death and burial, the Son hath per- 
formed his share on earth of this labour of love, 
for man'^s recovery ; there is still another Person in 
the Godhead, and though apparently to Apostles 
the ascending Saviour committed his cause, it was 
really to this great Being, — ^to God the Holy 
Ghost, he intrusted it. Long since angels, in im- 
mortal ecstacy, struck all their golden harps to see 
this Divine Person take up the thread of Heaven^s 
designs, and bring it on the theatre of the world, 
to execute his covenant engagements ; — ^long since 
Scripture went forth to meet him coming with the 
Uood of the great sacrifice in his hands, to sprinkle 
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many nations, and proclaiming, as he moved in ma- 
jesty along, *^ He jshall see of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied ;*" — ^long since Scripture began to 
wait upon his steps, to note his visrious movements, 
and publish them to us for our admiration and 
comfort Soon as he comes, the promise of the 
Father, — ^he pours a flood of influence on the 
Apostles, moves Peter to preach, and under one 
sermon converts three thousand ; soon as he comes, 
he appoints to each Minister his sphere of action ; 
says, ^^ Separate me Paul and Barnabas for the 
work whereunto I have called them: and they, 
being sent of the Holy Ghost,^^ go forth and raise 
churches in the hitherto uncultured wilderness of 
the Gentiles ; the Spirit says to Peter, Go, be the 
means of converting Cornelius ;— -says to Philip, 
'^ Go, join thyself to that chariot,^ and instruct the 
eunuch in the &ith of Christ ; and when Paul de- 
sired to preach the word in Asia, suffered him not, 
but ordered him in another direction. All this the 
sacred volume explicitly declares, showing that the 
Holy Spirit is the principal agent in gathering in 
the church. He is said to distribute gifts and 
graces to each man severally as he willeth,^^for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ ;^ the faithfiil Preacher is said to declare 
the Gospel ^^ in demonstration of the Spirit, and of 
power ;^ those who are converted are said to have 
been ^^ bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God ; ^ to be 
"his building" and "his husbandry," to be **bom 
again of the Spirit," and to be "washed and sancti- 
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fied by the Spirit of our God ; the christian graces 
are decdgnated ^^his finiit8,^-»-iheir faith is <^ faith 
by the Spirit,''— 4hdr joy, ^* the joy of the Holy 
Ghost,"-— «iid their hope, ^ the hope of the Spirit.'" 
To sum up all in the comprehensiTe language of 
the Bible, the Gospel is ^^ the ministration of the 
Spirit." This rule of philosophy has been acknow- 
ledged by men throughout their natural researches : 
That in resolving phenomena, we must take eare 
that the cause to which we refer them not only has 
an existence, but is adequate to the effects. How 
is it that the world has not applied this accurate 
maxim here.^ Either the rapid dissemination of 
the Gospel in the worid, against human prgudice, 
human policy, and human force, brought together 
and concentrated to <^^se its march in one tre- 
mendous battoy,-— and either the efficacy of the 
Grospel in <^nging the heart and life, against the 
power of our sinful inclinations, must be owing to 
God or man.. But as no one can ascribe such 
effects to the latter, God keeps his own truth afive, 
though threatened by so many deaths;-^— and he 
opens a way £br its progress even by destroying 
thrcmes, and hurling empires from their bases, and 
changing the whole pd^iical &ce of the earth if it 
be requisite. How is it that men perceive not that 
the Gospel chariot is instinct with life and spirit 
moare than human. Though the world scowls malig- 
nant at its progress, and soane professors, not knowing 
the genius of the religion they pn^ess, endeavour, 
I^ oi^K>sing new interests at home and abroad, to 
&0t^ on its wheels ; yet, fear not :— -in its rapid 
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r^vidutions it shall diake tiiem off, and urge its way 
resistless to the destined goal; finr his unsufferixig 
Idngdom still must come. The saine creative 
caiergy that moYed upon ihe waters, in 'conver8i0n 
moves upon the chaos of Ae mind; by a path 
untrodden by any ether, and sacred to himself 
alone, God walks to restore the wandering soul ; 
the sione Being that at the first said, ^^ Let there 
•foe light, and there was ligfat,^^ looking upon the 
darkness of the natural man, says. Let ^^the light 
1^ the gl<Mry of God,^^ as it shines forth ^< in the 
face of Jesus Christ,^ be diesre, and dbere immedi- 
ately appears above the horizon of the mind that 
sjHritual luminary, even the Saviour, revealed to us 
in Scripture, an eternal Sun that never sets. So 
'^ the excellency of the power is of God, and not 
of us.'^ 



Now, my brethren, the moral influence and the 
practical results contemplated by St Paul in this 
passage, are sudi a view of the christian minister as 
will be most ccmdusive to the glory of God and 
your salvation ; this lies between two extremes, both 
of which we fear are frequented by many,*— they 
are two dangers equally fearfiil, a Scylla on the 
one hand, a Charybdis on the other, and though in 
xiature different, yet in position they are so close, 
that iu attempting to sail clear of the rock you may 
approach the fatal windings of the whirlpool. How 
wisely would a person act, who, seeing a clever 
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piece of mechanism, should lavish his praises on 
the implements used in constructing it, rather than 
on the workman. Does he act a better part who 
refers the success of any minister to himself and 
not to God. What idea does the Apostle convey 
by using the metaphor of an earthen vessel, when 
speaking of Gospel Preachers, but that of meanness 
and of baseness? He would here insinuate that 
the minister in himself is of little value, fra^le and 
inglorious, bearing no more proportion to his work 
than an atom to the universe, or a creature to the 
Divinity, and no more capable of converting a soul 
than of creating one; — ^be not, therefore, like those 
of Lystra, who, upon seeing Paul and Barnabas per- 
forming a miracle by the power of the Spirit, would 
have slaughtered beasts to them in sacrifice. The 
other danger is, however, &r more common, of de- 
spising a minister because he is an earthen vessel ; 
but know that he contains that inestimable treasure 
of which we have been speiaking, and therefore not 
to be disregarded or lightly esteemed but at the 
expense of that redemption without which all are 
undone. The ministry is an angel of grace, upon 
its temples ply the sim-beams of mercy, from its lips 
flow the milk and honey of the Gospel of Christ, it 
shakes from its wings immortal fragrance, and its 
hands distribute the richest blessings that God 
bestows. The unrenewed may not believe this, 
because spiritually discerned; so, until his eyes were 
opened, Elijah'^s servant saw nothing but his master, 
alone, poor, defenceless, and encompassed with 
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enemies; whilst, in reality, heaven^s own troops 
were marshalled around the holy man, and chariots 
and horsemen of fire constituted his defence. But 
believers see it, and hail the establishment of this 
ministry in any place: they know that generally 
some good ensues, and they think they hear the 
treading of the Saviour ; they see him placing the 
channels of communication, and expect through 
them that he will pour converting grace. 
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EVIDENCES OF THE GOSPEL. 

This is a faithful saying.'— 1 Tim. i. 15. 

Though St. Paul delivers in our text a glorious 
truth, he does not utter a self-evident proposition. 
The doctrine he advances comes with all the divine 
testimonials we could reasonably expect; yet they 
are so far from being immediately apparent, that 
we feel no surprise when persons who afford the 
Gospel but a slight and hasty reading overlook 
them. It has been said — 

'*A little learning is a dangerous thing, 
Drink deep or taste not the Pierian spring." 

And in this case the masdm may be feirly applied, 
for however the enemies of revelation boast the 
contrary, we still affirm that a superficial acquaint- 
ance with the christian faith is a main spring of 
infidelity, both among the educated and the rude. 
The former coming from schools, where they have 
been accustomed to heathen writings, and to ad- 
mire only the heroes of pagan antiquity as the 
standards of real excellence, are frequently disap- 
pointed as soon as they look into the pages of the 
New Testament and observe the contrast. They 
rapidly glance over the history of Jesus, and fixing 
upon th^ humiliating circumstances in which he 
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appears to a carnal eye^— a poor man of m^an 
parentage, having fishermen for bis disciples, re- 
jected of the higher classes of his countrpnen, and 
after a short career of three years and a half cru- 
dfied with common male&ctors: they shut the 
book exclaiming. Is this the person to whom 
Evangelists and Apostles give the surpri^g name 
of Mediator between God and man? Impossible: 
it is fit only for the vulgar to believe! Thus they 
despbse the cross, and finding multitudes who pos- 
sess as little knowledge of the subject as themselves, 
and less informed on ^ other matters by a show of 
learning, they impose on the credulity of these, 
and widen the infidel circle. Do you, my brethren, 
look upon their condition with horr<»r? Do you 
fear the calamities threatened upon those who 
'^ trample under foot the Son of God, and count 
the blood of the covenant an unholy thing.^ The 
way to realize this fearftd destruction, is to keep 
aloof from an intimate' acquaintance with the sacred 
volume, and the proofe of its genuineness and 
authenticity ; on the other hand« the more you pa- 
tiently and prayerfrdly examine these, the stronger 
will be your conviction that the Gospel is of hea- 
venly origin, you will more closely embrace it, and 
stand against the objections of Satan and his emis- 
saries, like a rock which is unmoved by the. shock 
of ocean billows, and smiles to see the waves them- 
selves shattered with the blow. 



We remark, if the Gospel comes to men, at first, 
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with only probable eyidence of its veracity, they 
oiij^t not,* therefore, to reject it. We may soppoee 
Jehovah capable of revealing his grace in such a 
minner as to appear self-evident to all mankind, 
and the plan actually pursued may seem to our 
musings inferior to one which would make unbelief 
impossible, and leave Satan without a soul on whom 
to arty on his now successful machinations, and 
hell to open its devouring jaws in vain, and fill 
heaven beyond measure with ransomed s{»rit8. 
God^s method, however, is more agreeable to the 
moral government of the world, and the preset 
constituted state of human nature. In the general 
course of life we are obliged to receive, or act upon, 
a thousand things in order to our existence and 
well-being, where we have neither intuitive nor de- 
monstrative knowledge. ^^ The man,^ says Locke, 
«that will not eat imtil he have demonstration it 
will nourish him, and that will not move till infiil- 
liUy sure the business he eng)^s in shall succeed, 
has little else to do than to sit down and perish;^ 
but since the Creator has given us a faculty which 
is fitted to this condition, we proceed on what is 
probable in other cases without hesitation. Why 
not here ? Have we not the same power of the mind 
abdve-mentioned to apply in this instance as in 
those ? We find judgment which can have no use 
except in deciding upon probabilities, our only and 
yet sufficient guide in other weighty affitirs; how 
then shall we answer it at God^s tribunal, if in the 
GtMpel alone we will not exercise it, or sufier it to 
lead us? This point will, no doubt, be urged home 
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at a time little expected, and with a power irresis- 
tible by the Sovereign Jadge, against those infidels 
who revise credence to the doctrine of the cross 
firom its want of mathematical proof. 



We remark fiirther, that the New Testament 
carries with it such probable evidence of divine 
origin as should recommend it to every candid in- 
quirer after truth. Is it a mere invention ? Did 
Jesus never live ? And are aU the narrations respect- 
ing him fictitious P If so, this deep laid plot must 
have been projected and carried into execution pre- 
vious to &e fourth century ; for, according to all 
historic records, Christ^s religion has greatly pre- 
vailed in the most civilized portions of the earth 
from that period to our day. But it was not previ- 
ously invented, for Julian, and other violent enemies 
of the faith, who lived in those times, had all the 
mepns of exposing it, had it been so ; whereas they 
uniformly admit that our Saviour dwelt in Judea, 
and performed cures. Heathen historians, as Ta« 
citus, who flourished under Nero, viz. thirty years 
after Christ, and Suetonius, corroborate this and 
other important facts recorded in Scripture. How 
much also is the testimony strengthened by the 
consideration that the Jews, so eminent for hostile 
feeling and conduct towards Christianity, have ever 
acknowledged our Lord^s appearance, that he laid 
claim to the Messiahship, wrought miracles, and 
wais crucified by their chief priests and rulers. 
When, to employ the words of Grotius, ** you per- 

n 
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ceiv^ such a body of evideaoe oa th? ^ide of the 
Evang^ts, that no history was ever known so au< 
thenticated by the concuiDent voice, not only of so 
many individuals, but of states and people, unallied, 
nay, at variance and enmity with each other,*" how 
can you doubt what is declared in our text, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world. Shall we throw 
a^way these proofs of the fact, and believe the 
grou&dless insinuations . of men who, disliking.the 
humiliating doctrines of grace, and their anathemas 
against unholy indulgences, have recourse to the. 
most palpable so^stry and falsehood to call its 
veracity in question ? Again, that Jesus was the 
Son of God, and Redeem^ of Adam^s ruined pos- 
terity, is clear firom the Old Testament. Did it 
not predict the coming of some great personage^ 
who was to be a son bor^, a child given, to be caUed 
Woi^derMy CoiinceUor, the Mighty Grod, the Eveiv 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace, in i^hom all 
the families of the earth "<^ere to be blessed? Did 
it not foretell the time, the place oi his nativity, 
the tribe and.&mily &om which he should descend, 
the outward m.ea9ness gf lus oircmoatance, his death, 
a^ its projnitiatory deaig?a, ^v how exactly were 
all fulfiUed in Jesus ! It is clear from his doctrine 
so uncommon and beyond the reach of human sa^- 
gacity. It IB clear &om his miracle8,f— jie healed 
the leper, gave sight to the Uind, hearing to the 
deai^ speech to the dumb, limbs to the maiiOi^ 
reason to the insane^ life to th6 dead^ in a way that 
iQi^fi^ted them beyond the course of nature, by 
^' a<rt9pfib> a look, a word, as frequently as objects 
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of pity presented themselves, in the most public 
places before multitudes of spectators, who repeat-t 
ediy exclaimed, '^ it was never, so seen in Israel ;^ 
and before enemies, who said, ^^ this man doeth 
many miracles,^ and owned a supernatural influ- 
«ice. Was this powet derived from devils ? Satan 
accomAiodates himself to events, and when he 
perceives it necessary may lead men from hea* 
thenism to the dogmas of Mahomet, from one 
ddusion to bind them fiister in another ; but seeing, 
the truths and operations of Jesus, were subversive 
of his power, will Satan cast out Satan?-— -has he 
no better wisdom, or cunning, or skill ? — ^how then 
shall his kingdom stand? — ^were they performed 
fay the finger of God ? Then he would not suffer 
this to confirm what was false; consequently, if 
our Lord said, he came into the world to save 
sinners, he speaks truly; and he did say it;-^ 
^^ God so loved the world that he gave his cmly 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.'*' 
^^ That he laid down his life a ransom for many, 
and that remission of sins through his name should 
be preached among all nations, beginning at Jem*; 
salem.^ Finally, look at his resurrection and pro- 
phecies,-— he foretold his death, with the mode of 
it, the flight of his disciples, and his denial by 
Peter, his rising from the dead, the descent of. the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, all which 
occurred; the destruction of the Jewish state for 
rgecting him, the increase of his church, and the 
wide spread of his Gospel, all these have hap- 
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pened, or are in such a state of progress as to promise 
a speedy accomplishment Who can shut his eyes 
to evidence so manifold and powerM ? 



k 



No greater evidence is afforded to the« Gospel 
previous to acceptance, because this is sufficient 
to recommend it to our esteem. The believer, 
however,-— 'he who in his heart embraces the doc- 
trine of grace, possesses stronger proof. Our Lord 
invited the Jews to receive him on the ground of 
his miraculous works; but promised that fiuth in 
his declarations should afterwards meet with still 
brighter evidence, producing in the mind the m^t 
absolute conviction and certainty, thus :— ^^ If any 
man will do his will he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of 
myself.*^ " If ye continue in my word then are 
ye my disciples indeed, and ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free;^^ which 
assurances regarded the inward experience that real 
disciples should have of the sanctifying, enlighten- 
ing, consoling, and saving power of the cross. It 
is obvious that the primitive advocates of the great 
doctrine mentioned in our text appealed to the 
saints, as having in themselves the most conclusive 
evidence of its truth. Such argument seldom 
occurs in the recorded sermons of the Apostles to 
professed idolaters, for under such circumstances it 
could hardly be expected ; but look at their epistles 
to ehriftian societies, and scarcely any other proof 
it'^etfeied. How abundant are passages similar 
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to these, — ^^Our Grogpel came not unto you in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and 
in much assurance.^ "When ye received it- ye 
received it not as the word of man, but as it is in 
truth the word of God, which effectually worketh in 
you that believe.'" "In whom also after ye believed 
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise which 
is the earnest of our inheritance.^ " But ye have 
an anointing of the Holy One, and know all things, 
and the anointing which ye have received abideth in 
you, and ye need not that any man teach you; but 
as the same anointing teacheth you all things, and 
is truth, and no lie, even as it hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in him.*" "Hereby know we that we 
dwell in him, and he. in us, because he hath given us 
of his Spirit, and we have seen aiid do testify that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
worldi*" If we look at the context also of the 
passage <m which we are meditating, we shall find 
St' Paul uttering the text upon the evidence of this 
experience ; after rdbearsing his former opposition 
to Christ, and telMng us he yet obtained mercy 
through the abundant grace of God, from the 
ftdlness of a heart conscious of its own deserts, and 
equally conscious of the power and efBcacy of the 
Gospel, then he exclaims, " it is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ 
came into the w(»rld to save sinners.'" 

Heie is the demonstration of the cross, and I 
contend it is equivalent to mathematical proof; the 
latter is resolved by the perception of the outward 

n3 
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Seises, the former by the internal sense, or con- 
sdousness, which is as much to be relied en as the 
other. Nor is it surprising that the ploughman, 
rude in human science, and unable to cope with 
infidel objections and sophistry, should yet hear 
immoved their syrai-voices, and prefer the experi- 
tace he has of salvation held out in the New 
Testament, to all that they advance. He confi- 
dently replies to them,^— ^^ Sir, I know the Grospd 
18 true, for I feel. Sir, I feel its power to save.^ 
liHow can this bulwadic of the faith be overtomed F 
A wicked, unholy, wretched, hopeless character, 
before the wcud preached touched his soul, and h^ 
Aids himself a new creature — he is conscious ct a 
most grateM change within him in this sense. 
Will you tell him his consciousness is a proof of 
nbthing? But where can you find a mcKrtal Aat 
wiould believe you in such an assertion; that 
fwould question any feeling of joy, or sorrow, or 
jiope, or fear, he might have, or the way in which 
<die. emotion was produced against the evidence c£ 
his consciousness, because a stranger refused to 
'give any cre£t to the &ct? From the e£feetual 
working of the Gospel upon his own soul, the 
bdiever entertains no doubt of its heavenly pre^ 
tensions, and he is right. Grod has given us 
consciousness like the senses to guide our actions, 
and implanted in us a strong propensity to fidlow 
its dictates ; and we, therefore, cannot disbelieve 
the evidence of internal sense without ofiering 
violence to our nature. ^^ An expert logidan,^^ 
Beattie, ^^ might punle me with words, and 



l^lHTft 



propose difficulties which I could not solve ; but 
he might as well attempt to convince me I do not 
exist, as that I do not .feel what I am conscious I 
do feel, and if he could induce me to suspect that 
I may be mistaken, what standard of truth could 
he propose to me more erident and of higher 
authority in these matters than my own feelings. 
Shall I believe his testimony, and disbelieve my 
own sensations ? Shall I admit his reasons, when 
common sense tells me thc^ are fidse? Shall I 
suffisr the ambiguities of artificiid language to pre- 
"Vttil against the dear^ the intelligible, the irresis- 
tible voice of nature ?^ If eonsdousness is a proof^ 
being of equal authority with the outward senset^, 
ttb higher proof can be fyuriaifihed for any thing. 
We ' bnew that the w^biSd tleiddes christian experi- 
ieiice«as i^pocrifi6ai caiit^ and the phant^n of an 
ovaAiiettted iial^ixiMidB^ and- ia .sure «ign of maxtal 
imbecility; - but it is easier to Tidicule than to 
ai^ue. The whole of this blessed enfoyment is 
ines^toUe to a carnal man^ and we have heard 
before diat ^<he cannot receive the things of the 
Spnit of Grod,''-->wre have heatd before that " the 
light shineth in darkness, and the darkness com- 
prehendeth it not.*^ Let the renewed mind, how^ 
ever, continue to hold this conscious participation 
of Grospel blessings, as a Ultimate and most certain 
testimony to the truth of Scripture— 

"Witness ye. saints that Christ is true, 
Tell how his name imparts 
The life of grace and glory too, 
Ye have it in your hearts. 

d4 
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" Your souls are form'd by wisdom's rule. 
Your joys and graces shine ; 
You need no learning of the schools 
To proye your &ith diyine. 

" Let Heathens scoff, and Jews oppose, 
Let Satan's bolts be hurfd ; 
There's something wrought within you showi 
That Jesus saves the world." 



^ 



If a faithM saying, <^ that Jesus Christ came 
into the vorld to save sinners,^ consider, my friends, 
whether it is not worthy of aU acceptation. Who 
was Jesus? The incarnate Deity — the Son of 
God in the likeness of sinM flesh. How did he 
save ? By the deepest humiliation, and the most 
painful sufferings — ^by becoming a curse for us, and 
enduring in our stead the vengeance of the law we 
broke, and offering peace founded on the merits of 
his work, and the richness of his blood. Who can 
speak the glories of the salvation he offers to you ? 
To you,— yes, to aU, except you think yourselves 
free from sin— free from the contagion of evil; 
'^for the whole need not a physician, but those 
who are sick (" and \^ he came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.^^ Such only 
can look vith indifference upon such a scheme of 
love and favour ; yet, where can these be found ; 
among Old Testament saints ? Why, then, did the 
Jewish altars smoke with the typical atonements ? 
Among old heathens.'^ Why, then, to Jupiter, 
Apollo, and other fabled divinities, did they offer 
Iambs and hecatombs under the very name of 
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propitiatory sacrifices to the gods ? The mighty 
achievement of proving human innocency was left 
to modem infidels ; seeing, however, my brethren, 
fact and experience so much against their theory, 
and feeling, you need the mercy of an offended 
Maker, receive it where alone it offers, in the Gos- 
pel ; — and believe it *^a fidthful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners^^^ 
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THE SANCTIONS OF THE GOSPEL 

MINISTRY. 

Go ye into all the worldj and preach ike Oospel 
to every creature. He that believeth shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. — Mark xvi. 15. 

Some of the most distinguished men, since the 
Christian era, in poetry, painting, and music, have 
employed their talents, with very great success, 
upon the subjects of Scripture. They found that 
notfiing afforded them more abundant or more 
favourable opportunities of making known th'eir 
extraordinary powers, than the facts and sentiments 
of this Book ; in delineating which, they could give 
their genius all the scope it required, and bid it 
move without restraint in its wide, luxuriant flow, 
or in its melting tenderness, or in its seraphic rap- 
tures, or in its loud dread rolling thimders. Whether 
our text has ever called forth the painter^s skill, I 
know not ; but am sure of this, — that less than a 
master^s pencil woidd ^only mangle the scene which 
it contains ; — ^that even his might fail ; but if he 
succeeded in throwing upon the canvas a few of 
the conceptions which this passage suggests, he 
^^ vould deserve a place among those artists who live 
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for erer in the memory of mankind. We Tiew no 
less a fipeetacle than the Son of God, who had 
become mcarnate, and for the red^nption of a lost 
worid had appeared m the lowest class of civil 
society,— ^at of a servant, with an ample share of 
its privailions, and of the obloquy, contempt, and 
msolt poured up<m this condition by the wealthy 
and the noble, and who had passed diroogh a life 
of singular sui^ng, and lately submitted to an 
ordeal at mice dreadfiil and unexampled, here rising 
from: the depdi of woe and the regions dP the dead^ 
a tiiumpfaant conqueror, an accepted Saviour, pre- 
salting, as he rose to heaven, the aepect of one who 
had fought in die fierceness of the battle, and was 
anxious to enter on his rest ; but pointing signifi- 
cantly as he rose to the victorious laurel on his 
brew, to the thrones, principalities, and powers of 
hell chained ciq>tive at his chariot whedis, to the 
plan of human redemption which he held completed 
aloli, crying, as he let drep amongst his chosen 
disciples the important roll, 60^ publish it to all 
nati<ms, and to every individual in the families of 
man ^ ^^ Go ye out into all natimifl^ and preach the 
Gespel to every creature;'' adding, as he flung 
anmnd- him mediatorial grandeur and- sublimity, 
and ahowed. in his hand the sceptre of universal 
govemmentandthe destinies of our race, "He that 
beliei^th shall be saved ; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned/' To these judicial sanctions con- 
tained in the latter part of the verse, we would now 
more particularly invite your attention. 
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They are co-existent with the christian ministry. 
Grantii^ that the chi^ means emph>yed by the 
Holy Ghost in the conversion of sinners is the 
public preaching of the word, either it must be 
proved that the full intention of the Saviour^s deatli, 
and the travail of his soul, and the prophetical 
declarations of the latter-day glory, were accom- 
plished by the first disciples, and consequently that 
:the heavenly commission terminated with their 
care^, — a task which no one would engage in who 
has read the sacred volume,— -or it must be allowed 
that this glory was not shed around the heads alone 
of those singularly-endowed Apostles to whom our 
Lord immediatdy spoke, but was given as an herer 
ditary bequeathment, descending, like a £uqily 
estate, from one successicm of ministers to another, 
until the period when the purposes of God shall 
have been fiilfiUed, — ^that is, until the Gospel shall 
have been published throughout the habitations of 
men, — ^until the fiilness of the Gentiles shall have 
been brought in, with his ancient people Israel^— 
until the song be uttered, ^^ The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ.**^ Nay, our Lord intimates that this 
ministiy, and therefore its sanctions, shall be coeval 
with time, and exist imtil the angel, standing, one 
foot on the earth and one on the waters, swear by 
Him that liveth for ever that time shall be no 
more, and a voice proclaim, ^^ Let him that is un- 
just be unjust still, and him that is filthy be filthy 
still, and him that is righteous be righteous still> 
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and him that is holy be holy still ; ^^ for h^ says, 
'^ Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the 
world.'' 



These sanctions are also universal as the preach- 
ing of the GospeL As the term Gospel is variously 
understood by different persons, it becomes us here,' 
in order to avoid ambiguity on a point involving so 
many and important consequences, to be more ex- 
plicit, and to say, they accompany the ministrations 
of all who maintain the grand articles of man's 
exposure to divine wrath without a Mediator, and 
of his utter inability to live holy without super- 
natural help, — of the divinity and atonement of 
Jesus Christ,— the Spirit's work, and the obliga- 
tions which the Gospel imposes on its followers to 
forsake the vanities of the world, and to crucify the 
(dd man with his affections and lusts ; though the 
individuals puWicly insisting upon these truths may 
be divided, on other subjects, and be contra-distin- 
guished as Episcopalian, Independent, Presbyterian, 
Wesleyan, Calvinistic, Arminian, Baptist, and the 
like. For this affirmation we have one simple, but, 
we think, convincing proof: God has abundantly 
blessed all the denominations above-mentioned with 
spiritual favours, and the saving mercy promised in 
our text to those who believe the Gospel^ has been 
lai^ly enjoyed, even in the present life, by thou- 
sands who embraced the cross as propounded by the 
ministers of one or other of these sects, having 
received with it also, the peculiarities of that party. 
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Here is undeniably the existence of one of the sane* 
tions ; and where one is, there also are both. Now 
as their opinions on certain questions are diametric 
cally opposed, and yet all have these sanctions, we 
must conclude they are granted to a something 
which they hold in conunon, and urge in common ; 
which agreement will be found in the articles we 
before stated. This consideration should be caie* 
fiilly kept in view. Wherever such leading featores 
of the Christian faith are exhibited, there, my 
brethren, yomr responsibility is beyond all doubt; 
and if you. turn away from these^ coming from a 
herald of salvation, because your theory of evan*- 
geUcal doctrine and his in other respects differ, you 
ave not the less chargeable with the heinous sin of 
rqecting Christ, and not the less heavy will be the 
fiiture retribution. 



The argument we have used to censure those 
who caa r^ard, with the most sinful indifference,. 
the sermons of one not ccmnected with the body of 
professors for which they have a predilection, as if 
no serious evil could result from a neglect of his. 
pulpit exhortations, we may apply with equal force 
against some people, who act in the same way when, 
the preadber does not possess eminent talents, or ia 
not of long standing in the Christian world, or is 
not fixed over a settled and numerous congr^ationl 
Jehovah knows nothing of these distinctions ; he is 
not influenced here by such circumstances as, what 
gifts a servant of his Son enjoys, or what sphere he 
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mores in, or what his age. I mean, he bids, these 
samrtions ever wait upon the poinu%otioii of the 
great points of Ckriist^fl religion, whatever be ^ 
occasuHB, oar whoever the ag^nt. They give a 
sacrediiess aliba to the truth when it flows 6om ihm 
lips of the learned' and eloquent advocating the 
doss,, befiire an aodience of rank or affluence, and 
when- it comes from a village itinerant, who in the 
Jatefaen of a fimn house, or a bam, q>eaks to a few 
laboiirerB,^ from the abundance of a feeling heart, of 
dieir native wretchedness, and the treasures of grace 
and glory that Immanud bestows on them who be* 
liere upon, his name;— «when it is defivered by a 
divine, who moves in an orbit that attracts' the -gaae 
of multitu&s, and when by him who is known only 
to the inmates of an hospital, or a workhouse, or to 
a group of Hottentots in Africa. O my hearers, if 
such views are correct, we beseech you not to slight 
the Gk>spdl, whoever declares in »your hearing its 
sacred mysteries. Many come to the ordinances of 
God^a house only to wile away an hour, that the 
tediousness of the Sabbath may. not be abs<dutely 
in8u^K)rtable ; many employ thdtt precious mo- 
ments there in criticising the words and actions^ 
the coarseness or elegance of the speaker : satisfied 
with nothing but gracefrd manners, and brilliant 
ideas, and a Ciceroman composition. They are 
actuated by the same light motives that snray the 
theatre-going crowd. They are so occupied with 
the shell, as to forget the kernel, — ^with the casket, 
as to neglect the jewel,<^--seeking not moral reform, 
l^itiatellectiial gratifiei^on. Avoid this dangerous 
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abuse. Look at the Gospel contained in the dis- 
course. Value this. Tremble at the thought of 
missing its beneficial effects, and incurring its penal 
sanctions. Soon as the sermon is finished, we 
cease not to have an interest or relation in its im- 
port.^ It may be forgotten by the assembly, yet it 
sinks / not into oblivion, but finds its way inmie- 
diately to the books in whidi notes are taken for 
the trial of mankind ; it is entered upon the journals 
of the court above, to be at last a witness fi>r or 
against the hearers; and duly weighing its cha- 
racter as revealed in the text, if a monarch, heard 
a beggar firom a dunghill preaching the Gospel, 
he would forget the man, intensely listen to his 
message, and, losing the pride of his lofty station, 
humbly receive it at such hands. 



How shall we describe the sanctions of the 
ministry which exhiUt Christ .'^ No idea is ade- 
quate ; and the conception we may have is lost in 
the greater feebleness of language. On the one 
side, to every broken-hearted sinner, they are the 
ark preserving Noah, — imgels leading Lot from the 
devoted plains, — cherubic legions bearing Lazarus 
to Abraham^s bosom. They are "liberty to the 
captive, beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garments of praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness,^ eyes to the bKnd, ears to the deaf, health to 
the sick, feet to the lame, a palladium that secures 
ftom danger here^ a staff and lamp to guide through 

rtile of death, and wings to mount from time 
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to the blessedness of the saint^s eternity; they are 
the Saviour administeiiiig An abundant entrance into 
the kingdom prepared for his people. Great indeed 
must be the infatuation of our deluded feUow* 
creatures who for^o such baiefits, when diey court 
acceptance, and cry at the top of high pliK!es,,by 
the way, in the places of tlie paths, at the gates, at 
the entry of the d^, at the coming in of the do^nrs, 
^^ Ye simple, understand wisdom ; and ye fools, be 
of an understanding heart Hear ; for I will spetk 
of excellent things, and the opening of my lips 
shall be right things. Wisdom hath builded her 
bouse; she hath hewn out her seven pillars; she 
hath killed her beasts ; she hath mingled her wine ; 
she hath also furnished her table; she hath sent 
forth her maidens; she crieth upon the highest 
places of the city. Whoso is simple let him turn in 
hither ; as for him that wanteth understanding, she 
saith to him. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of 
the wine which I have min^led.^ 



If however men, like those invited to the feast in 
our Lord^s parable, meet such a gracious message 
with trivial excuses, the sanctions on the other side 
must pursue the unbelieving, and despisers, and 
those who neglect the offered grace ; and these are 
terrible. They are the drowning of the world,— 
brimstone and fire, raining destruction upon Sodom 
and Gomorrah, — they are demons, dragging Dives 
to his woe, — they are the Judge pronouncing the 
sentence, Depart from me, into everlasting misery. 



66 PAACTIGAL DDBCOnsaSB. 

where is weepii^, and wailing, :and gnafiliing of 
teeth. Ye who are privileged with the means of 
salvation, make it^ by improving the opportimitj, a 
passport to the more than elysian fields of Uiss 
whidb it discovers ; for otherwise, it wiU most cer- 
tainly doom to hell:, and ^^^dio among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire ? Who among us shall 
dwell with everlasting bnmings?^ Who would 
unhappily experience what the i>oet, iqxm the au- 
thority of. Scripture^ says o£ the abusers of the 
Gospel-dispensation, speakxi^, with poetic license, 
in the past time^ aa though it had parsed in its 
awfiil reality beforehis eyes P 



' ■'■ "• ' **The Judge 
PzagMunt'd the tenttiioe written bcfitie of old«^ 
Qejpart j&oBi mBf ^ «tu»*^ ihV> the-ir« 
Prepared eternal ip the gulph of hell, 
Where ye shall weep and wail for evermore, 
Reapins the harvest w^ich your sfan have sown. 

So saying, God grew dark with utter wrath, 
And drawing now the sword, undrawn before, 
Wluch, thro' ^e range of infinite all around 
A gleam of ii6ry indignation tiirew, 
He lifted'Up hii hand omnipotent, 
And down among the damn'd the burning edge 
Plung'd ; and from forth his arrowy quiver sent. 
Emptied, the seven last thunders ruinous, 
Which entering, witiier'd all their souls with fire. 
Then first was veageanoe, first was ruin seen, 
Red, unrestrain'd, vii^dictive, final, fierce. 
And second death, and the undying worm. 



Ree^v'd' their everlasting prey. 




.v . - : ^ A iproMi' Mtvm'd^ u down they sunk, and sunk. 
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And ever sunk among the utter dark. 

A groan returned ; the righteous heard the groau'*— 

The groan of all the reprobate, when first 

They felt damnation sure, and heard hell close, 

And heard Jehovah and his love retire. 

A groan retum'd ; the righteous heard the groan,— 

As if all misery, all sorrow, grief. 

All pain, all anguish, all despair, which all 

Have .au£R;r'd, or shall feel from first to last, 

Eternity had gathered to one pang. 

And issued in one groan of boundless woe ! " 

PoUok's Course of Time* 
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THE BARREN FIG-TREE. 

Cut it down : why cumbereth it the ground f — - 

Luke xiii. 7- 

Look, my brethren, at the allegory in the text, 
and as ye are aware that our Lord was describing 
the character and state before God of certain 
human beings, consider where the likeness holds, 
and where the application is due. We cannot 
suppose the teeming population of those Afirican, 
Asiatic, and other countries are . intended, where 
Jehovah has not sent his word, and ministers, and 
means of grace, 'for it would be confounding all 
distinction of words to denote the wild common of 
nature on which they are left to rise, and grow, and 
fade, by a term which signifies an enclosed and 
cultivated tract. But to pass over other favoured 
spots, regarding the privileges of Britain, and to 
leave her other cities, fixing our eye on London, 
on this neighbourhood, on this assembly, and be- 
holding the number of Bibles and Prayer-books, 
and songs of Zion in your hands, and the place in 
which ye are sitting, we are ftdly justified in 
calling upon our congregation to search for the 
resemblance among themselves. What ! does any 
individual doubt? Has he not unlocked to you 
the stores of sacred knowledge? Has he not put 
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into your possession the inspired volume, ' not in 
fragments, as to the patriarchs, but complete in 
the finished revelation of himself and will ? Has he 
not developed your future destinies, your physical 
and motal condition? Has he not discovered to 
you his real character, and in a way the most easy 
to imderstand, so far as required for our guidance, 
and yet the most astonishing to contemplate ? God 
in the person of Jesus Christ I What is it ? Deity 
stooping from the third heaven to unfold his 
glories for the benefit of a sinfiil worm : the me- 
dium, the death oi^ his Son. It is power illi- 
mitable; it is holiness burning up with instant 
flames impurity ; it is justice inexorably inflicting 
horrors upon guilt ; it is wisdom triumphing over 
difficulties, and perfecting a design considered by all 
created intelligences too great and impossible, and 
delivering with the full approbation of truth a 
wretched race into the saving arms of mercy, who 
speeds to her ocean in which she dips the globe, 
then lifts it high, and rolls it round its long lost 
centre, joying inefiPably in the deed, by which God 
is justified and man finds grace. 



This is laid oA;en to you — surged upon you con- 
stantly, emphatically, by argument, by appeal, by 
intreaty, by command, and with how poor abilities 
of the preacher is of secondary consideration, since 
we direct you to a Divine Teacher, who in the 
plenitude of those attributes which appear in the. 
plan of redempticm, with the same sublimity and 



70 PRACTICAL DISCOUBSES. 

compassicm, wisdom and success, reveals even to 
babes, who ask him^ the Saviour's love, and the 
wonders and import of his cross. O those illus- 
trious heathen sages ! ^ho retired from the pur- 
suits of earth to search after God, if haply they 
might find him, how would they have kindled at 
such diEkroveries ! — 

" Pnre Plato ! How had thy chaste spirit hail'd 
A &ith so fitted to thy moral sense ? 
What had'st thou £elt to see the £ur romance 
Of high imagination ? The bright dream 
Of thy pure fisincy more than realiz'd. 
Sublime enthusiast I Thou had'st blest a scheme 
Ffur, good, and perfect How had thy rapt squl 
Caught fire, and burnt with a diviner flame! 
For e'en thy fair idea ne'er conceiv'd 
Such plenitude of bliss,--6uch boundless love 
As Deity made visible to sense." 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the Prophets, longed 
to see the day of the Messiah, and on]y beheld 
his morning star; whilst we ages behind them in 
all that is strong in faith, and godlike in conduct, 
and rapturous in devotion; whilst we, fin* lowest 
of their sons, walk in his meridian blaze. Inquire, 
we beseech you, inquire not respecting others, but 
each in his own breast, which of you is the barren 
fig-tree ? Let this question pass round with the 
same solicitude as that which was manifested at 
the table of our Lcnrd respecting the betrayer, since 
the recognition will be scarcely less melancholy, 
*♦ is it I ?^ Lo ! the master of the vin^ard comes 
l^iMldng fhiit, and he who winks at the times of 
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ignorance in which he has suffered many nations 
still to remain, will regard you on whom he has 
poured advantages so immerited and extraordinary, 
with severest scrutiny ; he will try with fire. He 
asks not what precession you have made, or whether 
jB have assented to his doctrines, or defended them 
at the social board, or otherwise ; for he will say to 
some, who in the general judgment cry, *^ Lord ! 
have we not prophesied in thy name, and in thy 
name cast out devils,^ depart from me, I never 
knew you: and that cannot be fruitful which 
does not exempt from wrath. Nay, if bear specu* 
lative knowledge is all you have to exhibit, instead 
of Christianity, we know not whether you would 
not be safer in wholly revising the Gospel, and 
ranging in the Hat pf modern deism. The sin 
of denying the truth altogether is not so aggra^ 
"vated as acknowledging all, and yet living in the 
evil courses of the world. He asks not so much 
whether you frequent his house and jcnn the ordi- 
nanceis of his people, and their outward devotions, 
for whilst these are the sure accompaniments of it 
th^ are not religion^s self. Christianity, if its 
outward rites were of such importance, would have 
had been splendid as the Jewish ritual; but it 
ha8«laid aside these, requiring that its glorious 
author should be worshipped in spirit and in truth. 
He asks not whether you are honest in your dealings 
with your fellow men, or refrain from open lewd- 
ness or other fragrant vice, fbr the plants on the 
opoi heath ofiten produce this scanty fruit, and in 
this respect what praise have ye when many who 
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despise, the Gospel, go thus far in outward decomm ? 
But when the Scripture affirmations, histories, and 
facts, developing the sinfiilness and condemna- 
tion which every person in compion with all the 
species participates, do not lead to concern, to 
repentance, and self-abasement, that man or woman 
is barren. Where these, exhibiting the God we 
have dishonoured so much, the Father of his 
creatures, and the sjrmpathy of his beloved Son, 
strong as death, do not inspire filial sorrow, active 
&ith, and glowing love, that man or woman is 
barren. And where these, representing the holiness 
of heaven, into which nothing unclean can enter, 
and our duty to follow the footsteps of Immanuel, 
do not lead to the assumption of the cross,. to 
separation from xmrighteous courses, to a renun- 
ciation of the world, the flesh, and the devil, that 
man or woman is barren. Does one such barren 
fig-tree become demonstrated by these criteria, or; 
scores ? Shall we gather these fruits of all of you 
that enjoy the heavenly culture ? Or say, should 
we not as successfrdly go mining beneath the floors 
of this house for gold, or fishing in the ditch before 
it for pearls. O the perversity of man! the. 
ploughed up earth willingly receives the corn-seed, 
and, faithful to her trust, pays back the shower and 
sunshine, iand the agriculturist's labour, with a crop; 
the ocean knows its appointed boiuids ; the cattle 
low in gratitude to their Maker; the birds, with 
iiie powers committed to them, warble forth his 
pcaiae the live-long day, and one of them prolongs 
i$tii& the night; man walks superior through the 
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earth, bl^st witb & ray of intelligence to guide him, 
drawn from the foontadn of intellect, and he only 
bveakfl in upon the harmony of the world, thwarting 
his Maker^s designs, and tuniing his gifts into 
Satanic engines agmnst the august Donor ; on him 
only labour and love is bestowed in vain, and 
assiduous cultivation is returned with barrenness. 



How much longer must he seek in Tain ? Sin- 
ners, let trembling sdsse you ! It is seasonable. 
Taking the clustering branches from other trees, 
will he not see the contrast of your fruitless 
branches: enjoying the same care of the vine- 
^sser, and a soil equally strong and fertile, will 
he not, repeatedly coming and reaping fisappoint- 
ment, grow incensed, and cry, ^^pltick it up even 
by the roots ;^— why should it cumber the ground ? 
let it feed the frimace. How long has he borne P — 
itree years ? With some of you, not ordinary, but 
the Jewish yearft of Sabbaths must be understood. 
Seven annual suns and multiplied by three, — three 
yearn, not of the earth surely, but of some other 
planet longer in making its revolution, — thirty,^ 
forty years, have passed over some here, — and no 
produce, — still he has endured. Ministers have 
prayed,— ^mable to opien your ears to the warning 
and inviting message, they have retired and wept,-^ 
have reached his ear with prayers and su|q>lica. 
tions,-— and have cried, Spare them, <^ they know not 
what they do,^— -they are thy handy-woork, O Lord ! 
s|tere them for thy mercies^ sake ! Oft he has said^ 
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^'Let me alone, that I may consume them' in^ 
mine anger ;^ but they have interceded, as did 
Moses for the Israelites. Oft times the fury has 
burnt out,. and the plague commenced, when they 
have rushed with a censer, like the Priest, and 
stood between the living and the dead to stay, 
the fatal cotagion. They have said, ^^Let italone 
another year, and we will dig around and fiimish 
the manure, and if it bring forth fruit well ; if not 
then cut it down.*" Sinners, do you seiB the critical 
juncture of your eternal affairs? and reeling under 
such a load of guilt, can ye be giddy, light, 
and careless? Change — change these fantastic 
measures, and move in the solemn steps of woe! 
Touch not the gladdening airs, but strike deep 'm 
your breasts the chords of woe ! Do you perceive 
your fearful position ?. The sentence is gone forth ; 
mistake not present guilt for heaven^s approbation 
and acceptance. When you see others cut off in 
crime, look not on them as viler, or on yourselves, 
with more complacency. He makes examples of 
whom he will; he is a Sovereign, — ^rather thank 
him that the shaft ha& missed you ; but you have 
only a respite. What language shajl we use? 
What figures employ to make the necessary ifai- 
pression? Two minutes after we have finished, 
we ask for the sermon, and the vacant stare shows 
that memory has let it slip ; — three minutes, and 
the indifferent aspect proves that the momentary 
in^ulse is no more; — ^five minutes, and the dark 
AWdainful. brow tells us, that strong as ever the 
^||ptab»bg i^ of urf,eUef has itro^ its death^ld 
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arms around the heart. Great God! is all then 
lost, and this the end of our labour? O! what 
is there enviable in our station? Who would 
be a Preacher ? By the sympathies of his office 
thrown into the dismal situation of sinners, he is 
anxious for their salvation, and from that solicitude 
strives to move, to win, to convert, how frequently 
in vain. We tell you that forbearance has its 
period, and vengeance will have its day; and a 
time will come when even patience shall exclaim. 
My sufferance is con^plete ! My endurance has 
readied its point 1 I drop the straitened reins! 
now fly the bolt ! And thou, vindictive justice, 
move a deluge of wrath, and come in floods and 
whiilwinds, and tempestous fire ! We tell you, 
that if one such unprofitable servant before us went 
from this earthly scene, and entered upon eternity 
to-night,— cut down for his unfruitfrilness, .and 
were permitted to visit and occupy this pulpit, O 
lamentable demonstration of the truths we urge! 
we will not say after the lapse of centuries, or 
years, or months, or weeks, or at our congr^ting 
on the next returning Sunday, but to-morrow ; he 
would be seen coming up these stairs, — ^a figure 
vast as of a soul inheriting the frill vigour of her 
immortal facidties, yet clothed with the garments 
of blackness; and crying in the accents of unutt^- 
able anguish. This mourning suit I wear for eyer^ 
mourning a death that knows no resiorrection ! 
Those orbs shall fail and others rise to supply t^ir 
places, and they in tame sink into decay, and 

E 2 
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through a lapse incalculable be succeeded in their 
turn by others, but stiU I mourn. That book once 
kind, once gracious, and soft as weeping pity^ I 
scorned, and now it stings! — ^it bums ! — ^it tears! 
My brain ! — my heart ! — ^my prison-house ! *' He 
could a tale unfold !^^ But you are all here,— rthere 
is hope, ^^ And, whilst the lamp holds out to bum, 
the vilest sinner may return.^ A year is granted. 
On its sermons, on its exhortations, and religious 
opportunities, how much depends ! but a thought 
occurs : when was it dated ? Last January ! why 
then more than ten months have rolled away ; in 
six weeks and all is up When will it be out P In 
a month ? — ^A wedL ? — ^A day ? We cannot tell ! 
to-night is yours. " Now, now> if ye will hear his 
voice, hiffden not your hearts ;^^ the black clouds 
are thickening in your sky, and the rays that 
gilded them are fiist sinking in the western wave. 
How much is to be done? The pang of godly 
sorrow,— the broken spirit, — ^the fervent prayer 
will call up the rising sun, and give the pnmiise 
of eternal day ; otherwise you are enveloped in 
glooms palpable as Egyptian darkness, and which 
must last for ever. ^^ Were these Galileans sinners 
above all the Galileans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you nay: but, except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, atid slew 
them, think ye that they were sinners above all 
men tbat dwdt in Jerusalem ? I tell you nay ; 
Im^ exoq^ ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
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He spake also this parable ; A certain man had a 
%-tree planted in his vineyard ; and he came and 
sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said 
he unto the dresser of his vineyard; Behold, these 
three years I come seeking fruit on this fig-tree, 
and find none : cut it down ; why cumbereth it 
the ground?^ 
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INCARNATION OF CHRIST. 

He took not on him the nature of angels ; but he 
took on him the seed of Abraham. — Heb. ii. 16. 

Theee are many distinct subjects, — a variety of 
revealed doctrines, intimated in this passage ; and 
the text is of such a nature that, to understand it, 
not one of them can be overlooked, and to catch the 
feeling and spirit which it breathes, we must en- 
deavour to muse on all of them in the same medita* 
tion. The verse we have read is like a picture, 
where a hundred figures in various positions appear, 
yet not impeding, but promoting the unity of de- 
sign, and not in any one instance to be omitted, 
without injury to the pleasing or bold effect of the 
piece. 



^*He took not on him the nature of angels.^ 
The first idea which these words suggest is, that of 
another race of sinners besides mankind, — another 
part of rational creatureship, and higher in the 
scale of being than we, which has broke loose from 
the bonds of allegiance to the Sovereign of heaVen 
and earth, and which has fallen under ^e conse- 
queaces of his displeasure. These are the devil 
Hl^aiid his angels. Some foolishly imagine that Satan, 
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in Scripture, is only an allegorical being. How 
great a mist would such an opinion, if true, spread 
over Bible-history, iacts, and declarations ! How 
unintelligible would be the account of the fall, and 
of the deviPs actings with reference to Job ! — in * 
our Lord'^s temptation in the wilderness, and in 
•many particulars recorded of unclean spirits whom 
Jesus cast out, &c. The fallacy of that notion is 
•also no where more apparent than in our text, 
which, on the hypothesis of evil spirits spoken of in 
revelation being but figurative modes of expression, 
is absolutely without sense or meaning. Satan 
: denotes, in the sacred volume, a real, personal ex- 
istence,-:-^ great, powerftil, and malignant being 
cdUed ^^ Ruler of the darkness of this world,^ and 
** Prince of the power of the air.*" He is the leader 
of a rebel host, which forfeited Jehovah^s love by 
-some act or course of transgression, not discovered 
to mortals, soon after their creation, and have been 
1^ of their Maker, to continue in sin and to perish. 
•St Peter tells us, they were "angels who sinned, 
and were cast into hell.^ Jesus said on one occa* 
-sion to his disciples, " I beheld Satan fall as light- 
ning from heaven.**^ St. Jude describes them as 
^' angels who kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitatilin, and are reserved in ever- 
lasting chains unto the judgment of the great day.^^ 
Hence the Apostle Paul exclaims, " Know ye not 
that we shall judge* angels P"^ Bearing this truth 
in mind, we see the allui^on in our text, and shall 
by its admission perceive a force in the words, 
wjiich we cannot contemplate unmoved. 

E 4 
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» 

As there are two parts of the moral universe,"— 
an unnumbered host of angels, and all mankind, in 
a lost condition, and a revelation of but one Be- 
deemer, what importance attaches to the inquiry— 
For both does he interpose his mediation ? Or, if 
for but one of these sinfiil orders of intelligenoes, 
for which ? The Apostle says he saves but one ; 
and he decides the possession of the amazing boon 
is th^^s whose nature he took upon him. The 
escpression of the sacred Writer is equivalent to this: 
For the salvation of angels Christ must have be^ 
come an angel ; but as he did not, they do not par- 
ticipate his redemption. He became man; and, 
consequeptly, man is the ransomed party. It is 
then intimated, that it is an unalterable rule in the 
jmrai government of Jehovah, that no nature can 
possibly be acc^ed in his sight that does not fulfil 
the law, — and the nature that sins^ it must suffer. 
How different this position to that af Socinians, 
and other infidel sects, who, in order to dissipate 
idle doctrine of Christ's atonement by denying its 
necessity, argue, that as an earthly king can, by 
virtue of his royal prerogative, forgive the con* 
demned culprit without any compensation to justice, 
80 may the King of heaven. But we must remem- 
ber, that to infer the proceedings of God firom the 
ways of fidlen man, is always dangerous, unless we 
have the countenance of the Bible for it, on the 
point we may be considering. * Though Grod can 
dispense pardons as largely as he please, yet he will 
only do it in a method that shall leave his holiness 
as oonspicuotiB as it was before the extended mercy» 
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and fab justice as much glorified as if it had wreaked 
its fitll vengeance on the guilty head. * Thus is 
God honotured m the cross; grace, in its ftdlest 
measure, is exerdsed oh its proper object, — a miser* 
able sinner; whilst the integrity of his tlirone is 
preserved ; since he accepts and ftvours man in the 
person of his beloved Son. Jesus Christ hath 
aiford^ that spotless purity of heart and conversa- 
tScoti required by the law, aiid if he accepts man 
that has anned, yet man, in his Son, has borne the 
punishment. Thus <^ mercy and truth meet to- 
gether: righteousness and peace kiss each other.*^ 
But as there were two difierait orders of faUen beings, 
and it was needfol that the Saviour should partake 
the nature of those he was to save, this calls forth 
the Apostle'^s astonishment, that Christ should appear 
in the inferior nature, in preference to the angelic; 
yet says the sacred writer, ^^ He took it upon him.'" 



Then he existed previous to his incarnation. 
Surely if he was, as some affirm, — a mere man, and 
only began to live when bom at Bethlehem, that 
mode of expressioli, ^' He took our nature upon 
him,^ would never have been used; because it 
would have been without any meaning. „ Tet it is 
not confined to this text ; but is found uniformly 
in those places of the Inspired Book which mention 
our Lord's becoming man, or at least other words, 
which equally imply prior existence. Thus, " God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to r^eem them that weire under the law ;^ 

£ 5 
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again, ^^ God,^ sending his own Son in . the; likeness 
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh ;'^ — ^^6od sent fortK his only-begotten ^^on 
into the world, that the world through him m^t 
be saved ;^ — " What,^^ said our^ord on erne. occa- 
sion, ^^if ye should see the Sonof manasc^fiding 
up where he was before?'' — "Before Abraham was, 
I amT — "The Word was made flesh,'' says St. 
John ; then he existed as the Word before he " was 
made flesh." Yes; for "in the beginning was the 
Word," says he. That by "the beginning" he 
meant the time of the world's creation, is eyident 'v 
for in the following verse he declares, " All things 
were made by him;"— *" Father," exclaims Jesus in 
his memorable prayer immediately before his. cruci-^ 
fixion, "glorify thou me with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was." To the man who 
can see nothing of prior existence in these passages 
I have no more to say. I must leave him, as not 
to be reasoned with, and can only pray that God, 
in his infinite mercy, may remove the infatuation 
that has taken such &tal hold upon his mind. But 
those who come with ingenuous desires to learn the 
will of God, will readily grant that our Lord existed 
before he took our nature, for the very words de- 
clare it: "He took not upon him the nature of 
angels ; but the seed of Abraham." 






Then he existed in a natiire different from both 

these* But we read of no other rational* creatures 

^.iDeii and angels; Scripture mdudes all below 
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Godidllietob He existed as GimI, — the one esseii-. 

tial JehoTah, — the Most High Grod. Nay; the 
scope of the previous chapter of this Epistle is to 
prove the superiority of Christ to angels, and in 
other passages the titles of divine sovereignty are 
freely ascribed to him. He is called '< the Mighty 
Qpd; the Everlasting Father;** — ^it is said, "the 
word was Grod;*" — "He is God over all, blessed 
for. ever;** and hence, ."great was the mystery of 
godliness : God manifest in the flesh.** " He took 
not on him the nature of angels ; but the seed of 
Abraham.** Then it was a voluntary act, and he 
might have become an angel had he purposed it. 
" I have power to lay down my life,** said the 
Saviour, "and I have power to take it up again; 
BO man taketh it from me ;** — " Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus, that though he was rich, yet for 
our sakes he became poor;** — "He gave himself 
for us;** and other expressions, equally denoting 
the-woric to be voluntary, are employed in Scrip- 
ture. True, after he engaged himself to redeem 
man, he was pledged to the performance : but why 
did he so engage? What could impel Deity to 
move but his own free-will ? and what to prefer the 
human nature (o the angelic? He could have 
saved the latter. Nothing is too hard for him. 
Infinite wisdom and infinite power were required for 
man*8 salvation : more than this could not be requi- 
site for an angePs recovery : yet he became man. 
All the prophecies sj^ak of him as such ; angels at 
ills birth congratulated the shepbetds, and sang 
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glory to God and good will to men, inasmuch as ho 
had become man : ^^ Unto you is bom a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.^ Hence he calls himself 
40 generally, the Son of man ; and his genealogy, 
firom Adam and Abraham and David, are given to 
show that he came according to ancient promise. 
To remind the Hebrew converts to whom he was 
writing, the Apostle says, *^he took on him the 
seed of Abraham/^ But we are equally privileged 
by his mercy ; for the promise to Abraham was not 
confined to hia natural descendants, but ^^in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ^^ 
and, when writing to the Gentile church, the Apostle 
speaks of him to encourage their £uth simply as 
bom of a woman ; alludix^ to the first revelation of 
It Saviour, which was general : ^' The seed of the 
woman shall bruise thy head.^^ 



Collecting these different subjects mentioned or 
implied in our text to one poipt, this is the 
substance,-*-this the picture it holds up to yoXir 
gaze: — It presents Jesus Christ, clothed in the 
essential Godhead, wearing the crown, and wielding 
the sceptre of all things, standing in the midst of 
his uncreated blaze of radiance, and before him 
two &Uen natures ; one, a part of his noblest intel- 
ligent creation, presenting in a lost estate nothing 
less than the excess of glory obscured : — the other, 
a £eu: lower order : a being, in part of his nature 
to the dods of the valley, and presenting 
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#v^ thing loaduome. He Jporpoees to tiive coie 
of these parties; it was optional which: when 
lo ! he strips himself of his visible majesty, and 
passes by the angdic nature in ruins, and ^aoes 
his loye and pity <m man, and became a man, 
thftt he might raise him to glory, honour, and im- 
mortality. How astonishing ! Who, looking on 
the ruins of Carthage, or of Greece, would not 
think it greater glory if he could compass the work 
to restore th^n to their original statdliness, than to 
restore some inferior town fallen to decay ? Who, 
intending to raise again one of the governments lost 
in the devastating march of time, would not rather 
fix on nughty Babylon, or Egypt, once mistress of 
the arts, and wonder of the world; or fix upon 
those states still living in the dassic page, — Sparta, 
Athens, Lacedemon, or the once imperial Rome, 
rather than on the revival of some Vandal tribe: 
In the world'^s eye, suffering grandeur in the afflic- 
tions of princes, kings, and nobles, is ever attractive, 
and calls f<nrth more pity, more assistance, than the 
distress of the ignoble crowd. If similarity of view 
to this had been evinced by the Saviour, Satan 
would . have burned again in his comet-orb, and his 
angel-^^ompanions in misery would be now ranging 
the flowery meads of heaven, with garlands and 
with golden harps, or glowing seraphic around th^ 
throne, and we, and man,—- mean man compared 
with them, — ^would have howled despair through 
all his tribes, and been left to fires that shall nev^ 
be extinguished, and the fierce pangs that ever tear; 
But he became man ; the Saviour was bone of cos 
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bone, flesh- of our flesh; the adopted sons and 
dmighters are of our race : for it is said, ^* Inas- 
much as the children are partakers of flesh and 
Mood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same.'*^ The inconceivable stoop of Christ to man- 
hood,«-^the choice he made, so contrary to what 
migh€^be expected according to our notions, when a 
loftier race needed salvation, and the superifM* ex- 
eellency of their nature seemed calculated to attract 
him more than feeble man, — these things should 
kindle that holy wonder that we cannot help 
hnagining we see in the Apostle, when he pro- 
nounced our text. Our nature, may we not say, 
has he taken upon him ! That which was in the 
horrible pit and miry clay, an object of abhorrence 
to God and holy angels, and which seemed wholly 
condemned to be fiiel for wrath, — ^yes, he has rescued 
it,-— yes, he has joined it in firmest union to him- 
self,-— yes, he wears it now upon his throne, and in 
his Father^s presence, who looks and loves it, and 
seraphim gaze with ever-growing admiration and 
delight upon this new compeer, for which he 
claimed a mansion in heaven, and obtained it. A 
proof that he who believes in Christ has nothing to 
fear. Look at him ! — O look ye saints, as ye con- 
template man ! Know he is man still, and yet he 
is God ! Laud it in the assemblies of his people ! 
Let the rejoicings of a jubilee be in all your habita- 
tions! Let this be your daily salutation to each 
other in the bonds of holy brotKerhood : " Verily 
he took not on him the nature of angels, but he 
on him the. seed of Abrahanu^^ Where, then, 
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shall be the simier in the day of judgmeiit, who 
neglects the Redeemer? If his anger will bum 
against fidlen angels, whom he has never made one 
efibrt to recover, what will be its rage against the 
human being whom he came to save, and yet he 
would not The church, the host of heaven, and 
God, will join in a cond^nnation too powerftd to 
be conceived. 
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THE INVITATION OF THE SAVIOUB. 

Come tmio me aM ye that are weary and hta^ 
laden, and I will give you rest. — Matt ii. 28. 

The charge prefered by Jehovah in ancient 
times against that nation to whom he then exclu- 
sively revealed his character and precepts, ** That 
he had sent his servants the Prophets, daily rising 
up early and sending them in vain, foi they would 
not hearken, and had stretched out his hand to a 
stiff-necked and rebellious people,**^ lies with equal 
propriety, if not with greater force, against those 
who hear the invilations of the New Testament. 
There is no hyberbole; perhaps in saying that, 
most of you, my brethren, have for years listened 
to the injunctions of holy writ, and to the moving 
accents of Jesus Christ, uttered with imploring eye 
and with extended arms that court you to his 
embrace, and have gone from the sanctuary with 
scornful non-compliance, or with an apathy that 
finds its equal only in the insensate part of nature, 
or with an irresolution that has been soon overcome 
by contact with the world, and has relapsed into 
the old inveterate habits of sin. Are you not then 
like the Jews.'' And ask your conscience and 
accustomed train of thought, whether either pro- 
blem may not be solved by the application of this 
^me principle. That mankvad\ooY\r^x!LT^3&^Qti 
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not 80 much as a privilege, but a duty which God 
requires, and of advantage to him, rather than of 
necessity to themselves. In no other way can we 
account for the reluctance with which persons fre- 
quent the house of prayer, or for the idea of merit 
whidi they entertain from an observance of any 
of its orduiances. They could do without it, and 
henoe their indifference, they consider obedience 
to its mandates altogether gratuitous on their parts, 
and hence for every item they think Deity obliged, 
indebted. This is the common delusion — ^this the 
latent error which is manifest to the Christian 
observer, and to every one closely attentive to 
the deceitful workings of the human heart. 

But believe us, my brethren, theie is no pre- 
judice so fiital to a pious life, nothing that presents 
fio great a barrier to cordial acquiescence in the 
Gospel, whilst reason, experience, and the terms 
in which the doctrines of Christ are made known 
to us, demonstrate its fallacy. ^^ Come unto me.*" 
Does the Saviour seek a benefit for himself,— <lid 
he become bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh,-— did he suffer and bleed on Calvary, — asid 
on the virtue of his death thus exhorts He for his 
own emolument? Infinite in every perfection from 
everlasting. 



" PavUion'd high he wt 



In darkness from excessive splendours bom ; 
By gods unseen unless through lustre lost 
His glory to created glory, bright 
As that to central horrors ! " 
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How could the senriee of polluted mortals aug- 
ment. his joy ? An earthly prince^ whose goTem- 
ment depends for its existence upon public support, 
seeing two thirds of his subj^ts in armed rebellion, 
may, from interested motives, offer pardon, and urge 
their submission, because of inability to oppose, or 
fearing that force might swell their ranks and hatard 
his crown ; but say, can our transgression of Jeho^ 
vah'*s laws affect the Lord of the imiverse ? " If 
thou sin,'^ says Job, ^^ what dost thou do against 
him ? Or if thou be righteous, what dost thou give 
him P Can a man be profitable to God, as he thitt 
is wise is profitable to himself? Or can we. proved 
the Lord to wrath, and notoursdves tp the confil* 
sion of our own faces F"** What if all men were 
damned with the sinning cherubim whom he hurled 
firom their imperial seats to deepest misery ? H^ 
could raise new. worlds, and create other intelligences 
to supply the. vacuum in his dominions; nor yet 
would the lost be out of his controul, for he also 
reigns in hell. His throne would remain fixed im* 
moveably as it was before, and security and peace 
flow as uninterrupted in the realms above. ^^ Come 
untojne all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.^ Behold religion comes, then, 
a heavenly guest, that leaves her native' skies, not 
from their interest, but purely from a friendly feeling 
nay, a boundless affection for man, to promote our 
eternal welfare. An insignificant favour is this ! 
worthy of the treatment we give it, — ^neglect, hos- 
tility, derision ; mark the language in which it is 
uniformly couched, and the metaphors under which 
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it acts. It comes only to men, and yet it declares 
it comes needed by all, and yet it . *^ calls not 
the righteous but sinners to repentance ;'^ a physi* 
dan, not for the whole, but for such as are sick, as 
rest to the ^^ weary and heavy laden/^ In shorty 
it addresses man as a fallen miserable creature, 
and is the inconceivable love of God, bringing all 
the assistance of Divinity to heal our woes. 



^^ Heavy laden.'^ How is it that men regard 
this description, and consequently the Redeemer's 
call, as restricted only to a certwbn class of indivi- 
duals, I perceive in it no limitation, but a charac- 
teristic of the entire race. Hunian life, without 
the. comfort of rq;eneratibn, is like tibe oamd 
jomnirj^iilg on in die desert, amidst sultry suns, and 
a soorehing soil, where no spices, '^and not atsee, 
. and not a herb is nigh,*" — 

" But rocks alone and tasUless eandd are found. 
And fidnt and sickly winds for erer howl around." 

The infant struggles into life under a load, and 
as he comes to maturity finds it increasingly heavy, 
until the world he loves is a burden on his shoulders, 
great as that which the fabled Atlas bore. When 
we perceiye the mass of the population toilitig for 
daily bread, — ^when we perceive the dangeirs of the 
seaman to support his &mily, and the anxiety of the 
tifadeaman and the merchant, it se^ms a; continued 
iUvalrati^ii of the sentence passed on Adapi and his 
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posterity)-—^' Cursed is the ground for thy sake, 
thorns also and thistles shall it bnng forth, and in 
the; sweat of thy &ce shalt thou eat bread, in sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.'' The 
poor man complains^ but let him trace the higgler 
grades of society, and the case remains unaltered. 
There was a king who reigned over Israel in the 
zenith of her ^ory, who had riches beyond measure, 
and territories widely extended, and servants innu- 
merable, all that an earthly mind would conceive * 
felicity, and was specially gifted with wisdom to use 
and enjoy, yet, . starting from his throne, he ex- 
claimed, ^ All his vanity and vexation of spitii.'' 
Grenerally speaking, die cares of life, according to, 
at least, the tacit acknowledgment of mankind^ infi- 
nitely overbalances its joys; bnt to present trnnKUc 
we must join the future— we must take into account 
the soul's existence — look into the laws of God, she 
has transgressed — and to the gorgon terrotB that 
await her at the coming judgment, and who, at times, 
among the most thoughtless can keep away such 
thoughts ? Now the troubles on earth seem a trifle. 



" But infaM storme, 



That wait their growing wings, 

And tune their feeble voices to that roar 

Which soon, ^rhapt/ shall rouse a slumb'ring worNL" 

All the circumstances of man apart from the 
Gospel are a load induced by sin, which he cwnot 
shake otf but by coming to the Sayiour. Man, 
endeavouring to forget the heaviest part of die 
load,-— the wrath waitti^ at die gocd of tke etelhr^s 
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distolulion fox evexy sinner, is wearied under the 
leaser poxtiim'-^present afflicticm. For what are the 
fbrious pasriont of the breast? What are dinger,, 
spteen, envy, firetfulness, and the like^ and such 
omtidsions of the mind, but » soul discontented, 
groaiujig under, a something which weighs her down, 
and. fetters th^^ she cannot execd8e> her natural 
biidyancy and elasticity, and spring to her Ml ex« 
paQsiOn^ We kn<^ that many forget these things 
for a moment, at the bottle and the jovial board as 
it is called, and other sinM excesses ever repeated ; 
bi^ a period at length arrives when these expedients 
&il^ and the burden seems fearfully augmented by 
them, aad the uneasiness becomes extreme. Hence 
8uicides,-r<hence woeful death-beds, and looks, and 
efpeeehes, as of unutterable horror ! 



See, my brethren, a better refuge offers, Jesus, 
approaching, says, ^^ Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest^ 
It is Jehovah speaks, and calls you to what ? To 
a loss, shame to the human race ! that we should 
manifest a suspicion of that religion which God 
enjoins, and view it as we would the artifices of a 
sharper. Something must, indeed, be left, if you 
come to (Dhrist, but surely it is not that which you 
would keep, you must part with hell if you come to 
heavJsn,-**v^h the wrath of God if you would be 
admitted, to the presence of Christy — ^with tite 
weight of sin and its weariness if you would enjoy 
the freedom, and liberty, akid refbeshment, and 
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pleasures which are included in the Scripture idea' 
of rest The culprit who receives a pardon, has 
to leave something, but it is the gallows; — ^he that 
is set at large, had to leave something, but it is the 
prison and fetters ; — ^he that is restored to health, 
has to leave his sickness ; — ^he that rests, has to put 
off the load under which he stooped. The cases 
are parallel; when Christ invites, it is love, and 
pity, and mercy, calling the wretched and the' 
afflicted rebel to come out of his chains, and receive 
forgiveness,' a palace, and a crown. Cannot the 
Eternal give the rest he promises? Ask all the 
patriarchs, and ancient saints*— ask all modem be- 
lievers, whether, on their coming, He has not 
redeemed his pledge. In Him is all fulness ;--*- 
*^ in Christ dwells. all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily;'" — "in Him are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom, knowledge, omnipotence, and grace ;'^— 
" we are blessed with all Gospel blessings in hea- 
venly places in Christ Jesus.^ Here is room to 
stretch forth all the desires of the soul after bliss, 
and her utmost wishes find their realisation. Here 
is a support that can bear any weight, that props 
up the fabric of the world : " Cast, therefore, all 
your care upon the Lord, for he careth for you.**" 
Muster all the ills that human life is heir to, and 
let them come with meagre countenances, with 
formidable aspect, and coal-black ensigns: there 
is safety and refuge in this Redeemer ; coming to 
him sin cannot destroy, nor Satan conquer, nor 
internal depravity hinder the holiness required for 
heaven, nor the difficulties of life subdue the spirit^ 
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not all ils trials prevent the peace which Christ' 
difiuses through the soul, nor any creature or power 
hindet your entrance upon the Eternal SaUbath 
of rest prepared in heaven to JehoraVs favoured 
people. . 



I . 



Mark the terms: "Come unto me all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden.^ It is a style peculiar 
to Divinity. Where is there one beside, in heaven 
or in earth, that promises relief to all that <iome 
for it ? Even princes are obliged to put restrictions 
m their bounty, and give bounds to their alms. 
Jehovah only says, without limitation, ^^Come all 
that are distressed.^ Come all ; it is the gloiy of 
the Saviour, when the combined powers of angels 
and all creatures could not move the burden of one 
sinner, to show the virtue of his atonement, by 
inviting all that are burdened, and he will remove 
the mountainous weight ; and if, instead of a few 
hundred thousands, the eight hundred millions who ~ 
inhabit the globe were at; once to invoke his aid, 
with equal &cility he would hurl from the entire 
population the load, refresh their weariness, and 
still cry to all succeeding generations, "Come 
unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.*" If, with respect to you, 
he were not willing thus to exert his gracious power, 
why has he handed down to you the promise and 
exhortation just as he delivered it in the days of 
his flesh .^-T-or why does he send his ministers to 
deliver this message ? But there is no doubt. The 
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declaration of mercy comes to you free as the cir- 
cumambient air we breathe, — the text is but one of 
a numerous class of entreaties, — ^it speaks but the 
imiform voice of Scripture : ^^ Ho ! every one that 
is thirsty, come ye to the waters.^^ It chides for 
your backwardness: "Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not breads and your labour 
for that which satisfieth not.*^ "Come buy wine * 
and milk, without money and without price.^ The 
Holy Ghost, promised as the revealer of the will 
and mysteries of Jesus, — ^the Spirit says come, — 
the church invites you to her bosom, and bids 
you be happy among her sons and datqghters, the 
illustrious progeny of heaven,— the bride says come, 
and O ! ^ ye feel your true situation without this 
grace,,and discern the blessings in the text, "kt 
him that heareth say come, and let him that is 
athirst come, and whosoever will let him take of 
the water of life freely .^^ 
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GROUND OF CHRISTIAN CONFI- 

DENCE. 

Feat not, little Jlock; it is your Fathers good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom, — Luke xii. 32. 

Constituted as man is in the present world, 
and receiving most of his knowledge, in the first 
instance, through the medium of the senses, it 
would be very difficult, if at all possible, for us to 
form any conceptions of spiritual Ixuth, unless it 
were represented to us imder the imagery of sensible 
objects. God has therefore made use of those ma- 
terial things with which we are best acquainted, to 
^ve us an idea of his char^ter and will. To de- 
note his anger, he declares himself a consuming 
fire,— a destroying lion, — a warrior, whetting his 
glittering sword for the slaughter of enemies, and 
making ready his bow to shoot destructive arrows, — 
as employing hailstones, earthquakes, lightnings, 
and coals of fire. To declare his grace towards 
returning and obedient sinners, as one who repents 
of his fierce vengeance, — as a fiither, — a friend, — a 
husband, — a shepherd, watching over his people as 
a flock, guiding them to green pastures and living 
streams, seeking them when they go astray on the 
dark mountains of error, and restoring them to his 
fold| ^^ carrying the lambs in his bosom, and gently 
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leading those that are with young.'" From these 
symbols we cannot, perhaps, fidly ascertain the 
whole of spiritual truth, because the things which 
are seen bear little proportion to those which are 
invisible; yet, since there is always some resem- 
l)lance, otherwise an infinitely-wise God would not 
have employed them, we have light sufficient to 
guide us in his ways. In those early times when 
Scripture was given, manufiictures and commerce 
were not so extensive ; men chiefly occupied them- 
selves in agricultural pursuits, and large flocks 
being regarded as the sign of worldly prosperity, 
the shepherd^s calling was both common and ho- 
nourable. This accounts for the very frequent 
mention of Jehovah as a shepherd, and of his 
people under the corresponding character of sheep. 
^' The Lord is my shepherd,^ said one who was 
was takai from the sheepfolds to rule the men of 
Israel. ^^ The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want;^ — "Thou leddest Joseph like a flock;'' — 
the promised Messiah was to be a shepherd in this 
spiritual sense. And not only in the Bible, but in 
heathen writings great personages wear the title; 
for Homer, when speaking of the Grecian princes, 
frequently calls them Poimenes ladn^ " shepherds 
of the people." Though not so conversant in pas- 
toral affidrs, we can very well understand such 
images, and in what respects God's professing 
people are distinguished from the world as sheep. 
The tenor of our Lord's discourse in this chapter, 
for example, enables us to t^prehend the view he 
takes of them in our text. 
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They are few compared with the population of 
the earth. Under the Old Testament dispensation, 
the true knowle^e of the Creator was confined to 
the inhatitants of a little tract of land in Judea, 
whilst the rest of mankind, through all their gene- 
rations, were &r ages left in the blindness of their 
minds, to worship stocks and stones, reptiles, and 
vegetables, and devils, for deities. Not that they 
were left for superior depravity and perverseness of 
disposition; for the Jews gave evidence of the 
same,— they, with all their advantages, being a 
stiffjiecked and rebellious nation, and, notwith- 
standing their light, oftien rushing prone to the 
idolatries of surrounding states. It was, then, 
owing to the sovereign grace of God, that they 
enjoyed such heavenly privileges. This subject is 
mysteriously 4ark, and we cannot enter upon it. 
'* God will ' have mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and none can. say to him, what doest thou ?^' 
^< He doeth according to his will in the armies of 
heaven, among the dwellers on earth,^ and ren- 
dereth account to no one. Even the Gospel, that 
recognizes no nation, but is given equally for the 
bencdSt of Jew and Gentile, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond and free, has been distributed only among 
a flmaH minority of the rational beings who live 
on this planet, and immense and populated dis- 
tricts know not the blessed tidings of salvation. 
A far more mdancholy picture presents itself, if 
we r^aid those parts in which it bias been made 
known; for not all the incontestible evidence it 
^ofrds of human wretchedness, so far as regards 

r2 
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our moral condition, not all the vistas it opens of 
futurity, — ^not all the boundless grace it ofiers,*--* 
not all the groans of the damned, or the bliss and 
hallelujahs of the ransomed, which it unfolds, have 
influenced the greater number of men to ^< fly for 
refuge to lay hold of the hope set before them ^ in 
the sacred canon. Not only so, but multitudes of 
those who are professedly its converts, have em- 
braced it, because it is the national faith of then- 
native land, or from other secular motives, which 
Jesus Christ will not approve ; and multitudes 
besides, who declare a pure intention in becoming 
discip]les, rest in forms, or a theoretic knowledge, or 
in any thing short of that heart recq>tion and 
practical exhibition of its doctrines, whidb alcme 
constitutes a real believer. Who cannot see the 
meaning of our Saviour, then, when he calls his 
saints a ^^ little flock P"^ And who, that feels his 
power to ^ave, and is experimentally acquainted 
with the truth, is not overwhelmed with the soft 
and abundant swellings of gratitude towards Him 
whose grace hath iiaade us to differ. 



But to come to what is more especially the main 
design of our text. Our Lord, in calling his fol« 
lowers a flock, had regard to their character, as 
harmless. The sheep is proverbial for this quality. 
Inoffensive creature ! it seems by nature so little 
furnished with arms, that so &r from attacking 
other animals^ it has not the means of self defence, 
and, but for the shepherd's care, would become the 
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prey of every other beast. Jesus appeared in the 
character of a himb : he was holy, harmless, led as 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he also opened not his mouth. 
And those who are predestinated to be conformed 
to his image manifest the same resemblance in their 
temper and conversation, which is so obvious that the 
worst enemies of Christianity have in all periods of 
the Gospel wondered at the fact, and whilst they 
hate the fidth, have admired and revered its effects 
upon their life. It is a living miracle of the power 
of grace, — ^it has not appeared the stupidity of an 
ignorant, powerless, and consequently timid mind, 
fbll of servile dread; or the harmlessness of the 
lion^s whelp, that as yet possesses no teeth to bite, 
or daws to lacerate, and which, when grown older, 
will discover all the ferocity of its species ; no, it 
has been found associated with transcendent talents, 
the largest measure of human learning, and the 
possession of wealth, influence, and empire. To 
what then can it be attributed, but to the power of 
the Divine Being, whose voice, whilst it calls to 
the raging ocean mingling with the skies, and it is 
calm, can with equal facility bid the unruly passions 
of man subside, and give place to the tranquil 
virtues, and the zephyrs of love, pity, forgiveness, 
patience, and other mild and godlike affections. It 
18 the fulfilment of Isaiah^s prophecy : " The wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard lie down 
with the kid, the calf and the young lion and 
the fatling t<^ther, and a little child shall lead 
th^."^ It ia the consequence of that change 

f3 
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wrought wondeifidly in tbe soul by the Spirit ef 
God; it is the obedience to those injuBcti^os: 
^^ Return not evil for evil, but love your enemies, 
do good to them that despitefully use you, and 
pray for them that persecute you. ^ 



Our Loard regarding his disciples as few and of 
such ft disposition, speaks to them in our text as 
peculiarly exposed to dangers; unhappily, since 
the fall, the law of yiolence reigna aa earth, and 
the strong, unheedful of right, oppresses the weak. 
Milton, wijth his u^ual felicity of idea, reprcsentfeB 
Adam, immediately after the introduction of an, 
concluding that paradise would not be lic»ig. to hiin 
a paradise, from this unc<»amon and ooninous ap- 
pearance:-— 

<< The bird of Jove stoop'd fi^om bis airy tower; 
Two birds of gayest plume before him driven :— 
Down from a hill the beast that reign in woods, 
First hmiter then pursued a gentle pair ; 
GoodUest of all the forest, hart and bind." 

But he had no long while after to see the effects 
of sin in rendering worse, not the nature of beasts 
and birds, but of men,-^when Cain rose up and 
slew his brother AbeL Virgil, according to the 
heathen mythology, describes the winds and sound- 
ing tempests confined in a cave and under the 
controul of a king, which, were it not, says he, 
<< Their unresisted sway would sweep the wcnrld 
before them in their way.**^ Look at the impetuo*^ 
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sity and dread&l passions of men, are they not like 
these winds, with this difference,— that they are all 
loose, here raging in the soul, keeping it in a constant 
state of sinful excitement,and hurrying them on to the 
commission of all that is unholy and mischievous ; 
hence the Bible so frequently exhibits men under 
th^ figure of lions, tigers, wolves, foxes, serpents, 
swine, and other voracious and filthy animals. 
When we view men in this Scripture light, and 
consider that all this fierceness has ever beenjdi- 
reeled against the saints, as attracting the attrition 
e£ men, and causing their hatred fcx the purity of 
their lives, because they would not run to the same 
exoesa of riot, and as presaiting an easy prey from 
their scanty numbers, and aj^iarently defoiceless 
condition. How needful the exhortation of Christ 
to fortify these winds : ^^ Fear not, behold,^ says 
he^ '^ I sent you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves.^ What would be the fearfiil bleatings of 
a fiew sheep in a valley near the hills, idiere they 
saw passing from the Alpine snowy regions, a 
multitude <rf wolves :— 

" Cruel as death, and hungry as the grave i 
Panting for blood, bony, and gaunt, and grim!" 

Behold a parallel case, a little flock of Christians 
tnrned into a worid of wolves, of themselves too, as 
timid as sheep, and as unequal to combat foes. 



Then, in bidding them not to fear, the shepherd 
intends, surely, with his power, to prevent their 

p 4 
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threatened calamities, and like David, when the 
lion and bear rushed from the thicket before they 
can worry the sheep to kill them. Was such 
his intention? Where was he then, soon after the 
day of Pentecost, when his most chosen disciples 
^dured such a storm of Jewish persecution?—- 
.when they were beaten, imprisoned, and stoned, 
bunted by malignant Jews even to Gentile cities, 
and, through their contrivance, subjected to' cruel 
treatment ? Was such his intention ? Where was 
he thirty yeai^s after this, when the monster dien 
upon the throne of the Caesars, when Nero destn^ed 
the saints,-^*when he, ftom an extraordinary excess 
of wickedness, wilftilly put Rome in flames, that as 
it bumedy he might play on his harp verses about 
the bmning of Troy, and then laid it upon the 
Christians, and by every mode of torture, put to 
death those innocents, who had no more to do with 
firing the dty than the child unborn, as Tacitus 
bears witness; in which persecution also his ser- 
vant Paul was martyred ? Did the Saviour prevent 
the slaughter of his sheep, some time after, under 
Trajan? Did he under Dioclesian? Did he 
under the papal tyranny? — ^under the inhuman 
Mary, who once disgraced a British sceptre ? Did 
he when his poor disciples were not suffered to 
remain unmolested even among the vallies of the 
Alps, but scaffolds were erected for them there,— 
fires lighted there, — and mother and infant there 
hurled from the tops of the precipices, whose groans 
the vales re-echoed to the rocks, and they to heaven? 
No. Our Lord never led his followers to expect he 
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would SO appear. He spoke the words of our text 
in fiill prospect of these things; else, why just 
^before did he exhort not to fear such as could kill 
the body, but whose power was there bounded, and. 
tx)uld not reach the soul P Yet he intended they 
should suffer, and seal the faith with their blood. 
*' In the world,'* says he, " ye shall have tribula- 
tion.'" If we share it not, I fear it arises from a 
deviation in character from those primitive times. 
• If we have taken just enough of Christianity to 
appear to some, Christians, and yet indulge in 
worldly pursuits, we shall not feel the hostility of 
carnal men ; nay, we are then of the world. Ke- 
member, the Grospel has long since said, '^ Ye can> 
not serve two masters ; — ^ye cannot serve God and 
mammon; — if any man take not up his cross, and 
fellow me, he cannot be my disciple.^' The world 
is imchanged in its enmity to real godliness. Cir- 
:Cumstances of the times in some countries, especially 
in our own, now hinder such terrible displays of it 
as have been seen in ages gone by; but still it 
shows itself in the scomfril epithets so freely 
bestowed on consistent believers,— of Methodist, 
fanatic, and the like, — ^in the aspersions of intoler- 
ance and bigotry thrown out against them, because, 
receiving the truth, they will not aUow Socinians, 
and every other sect of infidels, to be in the narrow 
road that leads to life,— and id the contempt and 
calumny of the world. 

. But« my hearers, be ye steadfast, immoveable in 

f5 
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die mnk of the Lord. We have but little now to 
bear, compared with those who have fikllen adieep 
in Jesus. Take the ground i^ encouragement 
presented in the text for your supports If temporal 
prosperity is not promised,— if tempcnral safety is 
not always afforded^ the inducement to cowtagG. 
held out by Jesus in this passage was sufficient to 
invigorate them who passed through fiery ordeats, 
and surely it is abundant for us. ^^Fear not» little 
flocks it is your Father^s good pleasure to give you 
the kihgdom.^^ A kingdom — ^your Fathei^— 4us 
good pleasure to give it you. Esteemed by hfinded 
•man the oflsoouring of all thii^, lode to my words. 
I introduce God as your Father; you aa his 
dliildren, who enjoy his affection, an interest in the 
lieart of him who is Sovereign of the universe, 
whose perfections are boundless^ whose frown is 
hell, whose smile is Ufe, who has only to will any 
thing, and it is done,^ — to speak,^ and it stands £nt, 
whether it regard the destruction of a. planet, or 
the salvation of a souL You are his. children. 
Here is the honor that oometh firom Gpd only; 
and when kings shall howl, and in their insig- 
nificance stand abashed at his presence^ you shiJl 
Ixddly move fi^rward to his judgment seat of glo- 
rious splendour, and enjoy a place amoog his chosen. 
To compensate for temporal loss, behold a Idi^- 
dom [ No, there is but one fi^r the saints^ imd that 
stands for its unrivalled splendour, and happiness, 
and regal honours, distinguished as ^^ the kingdom ; ^ 
' — the fame of which all those great and marvellous 
things are spoken in revelation, whose bliss eye 
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hath not seen, ear heard, nor man conceived. 
Think it not doubtftd, or the gift one uncertain 
from its greatness. Enjoy it in anticipation, for it 
is your Father^s good pleasure to give it. What 
an eiq>ression of good-will, mercy^ and firm . in- 
tention ! ^^ This is my beloved Son,^ said a voice 
from the excellent glory, of Christ, '^ in whom I 
am. well pleased."*^ The same word is used here : — 
endokesen. The Saviour caught from his Father's 
Bps the word intended to honour himself, and 
applies it to his disciples, his brethren, his friends, 
that they may share the glory. He is well pleased 
to give you the kingdopi* Look at this, and go 
forward ! 

" And doubt we yet thro' dangers to pursue 
The paths of honor, and a crown in view t" 

No. Saints rejoice ! And those who have not, 
come now, be sharers of this joy. The sacrifice is 
little — ^the reward immense ! 
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PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON. 

And he arose^ and came to hisfaiheT. But when 
he was yet a great way qffj his father saw hinhf 
and had compassian, and ran^ and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him. — Lukexv. 20. 

Christianity in the Bible comes addressed 
indiscriminately to all, it pays no court to the 
higher orders of society, but speaks to them in the 
same way that it does to the mechanic, the plough- 
man, the beggar ; and under the one general appel- 
lation of fallen creatures, it invites the lofty, and 
the dregs of the people, the moral man, in the 
world^s account, and the openly profane, to receive 
its blessings. The worldly, wise, and great, have 
generally opposed a system which thus reduces all 
to the same level ; they pride themselves in tem- 
poral affairs upon their distinction from the com- 
monality, and here there is no sin ; but they desire 
also in spiritual things to be judged above the 
vulgar, and to receive the proofs and effects of 
divine grace through a distinct channel, and of the 
want of any thing suitable to such a prejudice and 
desire in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, provokes their 
hostility ; we have an illustration of this in the cir- 
cumstances which gave rise to the parable of the pro- 
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digal son. The Scribes and Pharisees, who stood 
aloof from the Jews in a fancied superiority of intel- 
lectual andmoralacquirements,finding that our Lord, 
who laid claim to the Messiahship, contrary to their 
esqf^ctations, did nothing to support their honor, 
and refiised to acknowledge their ideal eminence, 
and went about preaching the kingdom of God in 
the highways, and in all places of concourse, in- 
viting every sinner, Jew and Gentile, Scribe and 
Publican, to enter in and be saved, they took um- 
brage, felt their consequence wounded, and styled 
him the friend and companion of the vile; and 
when he called harlots, and the depraved, and the 
poor, preached in their hearing, that he came to 
seek and to save that which was lost, not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance, and would 
cast out none who came unto him ; and when, 
.upon the belief of these people knowing not the 
law, he forgave their sins, the indignation and friry 
of the chief priests and elders broke out,-— here 
they rose in murmurs, — ^here their malidous criti- 
cism exclaimed. He utters blasphemy, — ^and here 
they deduced what they conceived an unanswerable 
conclusion against the divine origin of the Saviour^s 
mission ; running to the law which promised ac- 
ceptance in the sight of God oiily to them who 
obeyed the commandments; they reasoned among 
themselves probably on the holiness of Jehovah; 
they inferred the impossibility of his receiving such 
wicked persons as they were known to have been 
whom Jesus was enriching with his grace; they 
saw him giving the title of sons of God to Gentiles 
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who had not confonned to the Mosaic ritual ; thej 
felt no difficulty in pronouncing him a deceiiyer. 
Benighted individuals ! it was not the law which 
Jesus preached, but a new dispensation of mercy 
procee^ng on the fact that all had broken that 
law, and had become children of wrath, both J^w 
and Grentile, Pharisee and Sinner, without ^Lcep 
tion, and theref<»re he was free to bestow its saving 
health on all. The Saviour might have shown these 
boasters of their sanctity how little they themselves 
had proceeded towards that height of ' spiritual 
obedience necessary for man^s righteousness ui^ider 
the covenant of works ; bjr laying bare their hearts, 
he might have demonstrated from the want of any 
real principle of love to God, from the selfishness 
that reigned there^ from the universality of cornqpt 
motives which inspired their outward and ostenta- 
tious display of holy worship, that they were but 
wfaited sepulchres, fiiir without but rottenness within, 
and instead of cavilling at his overflowing pity, that 
they ought rather to have knelt in company with the 
publican, and craved the droppings of his grace, or 
as viler of the two have asked for the crumbs 
which should fall from his table. However, he 
had often urged this with them bdPore ; they were 
steeled agunst conviction, and he adopts another 
mode . of reply. He confines himself to the ob-< 
jection in their minds, that God would not receive, 
regard, or bless, any but the just, or show himself 
kind to the rebellious and the vile. He opens to 
them a different view of JehovaVs character, and 
fuller of mercy, than they suspected. 
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Behold, says he, the portraiture of daring vice, of 
infamy and wretchedness — ^there were two sons, be- 
longing to a man, who had all the requisites of a 
good father, whose constant care was the wel&re of 
his children, in easy circumstances, possessing Vuids, 
and cattle, flocks of sheep, and servants, with Qvery 
domestic comfort, his sons had no means to be 
difioontented* To overlook the agriculture of the 
labourers, and take some little share of the employ, 
was^ no doubt, all their occupation, and when the 
beasts had retired from the plough, and the imple- 
ments of husbandry were laid aside for the day, they 
retired to enjoy the blessings of a father^s instruc- 
tions, upon the business of life giving them the lessons 
of experience; explaining to them the sacred law, 
and pointing, them to its wondrous records of God^s 
mercy to his ancient people, his friendship with 
the patriarchs, and all who served him in sincerity, 
simplicity, and truth ;, pointing them to the glowing 
pages of inspiration, and the joys .of the coming 
advent of Messiah. At the family altar petition- 
ing heaven^s best gifts upon his children, and 
having no other wish but that his sons should 
cheer his few remaining years with their presenee, 
rec^ve his parting blessing, dose his eyes, askd 
then succeed to the patrimonial inheritance. Yet 
<me of them, ungratefrd, dead to this kindness, and 
tired of restraint, determines to be independent, 
demands his share of the estate, obtaii^ it from 
his parent'^s indulgence, gets it altc^ether, and sets 
off into a far country. Might not the venerable 
man cry, witness heaven !— - 
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son in the parable, let us remember, my brethren, 
that our Lord was here not so much relating 
an actual case, as supposing one for a spiritual 
purpose, to show the conduct of a sinner towards 
his God. Which of us has not been the prodigal 
son? Lode at the first sin committed on this earth, 
— ^e temptation of the devil, to which our first 
progenitors yidded, and the experience of which 
they were the subjects immediately after, and we 
see a likeness of the prodigal son : ye shall be inde- 
^ndent, ye shall be as gods, this was the induce- 
.meht held out ; admitting its force, they left the 
Father of spirits, took their journey into a far 
country, their actions speaking that language wluch 
Milton has put into the mouth of Satan respecting 
God, — ^^ &rthest from him is best.'" We all have 
fdlowed in the same track, — ^in enlarging upon the 
prodigaPs folly we condemn ourselves; but those 
are especially implicated who are now alienated 
from God by wicked works. Look! look at the 
multitudes who in early years frequented the ordi- 
nances of God, and appeared to deUght themselves 
in reading and hearing the word, that have gone 
back into the world. Men cannot, with religious 
profession, and the warnings of the pulpit, and the 
conversation of pious friends, give the reins to their 
evil appetites to the extent they could wish. Some 
check is afforded, hence the irksomeness of mere 
nominal disciplineship, make the name of religion 
hateful ; they break away, happy in their supposed 
emancipation, and the theatre, and ball-room, and 
dances, and other sinM amusements are more fully 
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eiij<qred. It is the same with the covetous and 
the earthly-minded, and the worldly ambitious, it 
matters not what the propensity be, it is fettered, 
rebuked, and scourged by the truths of reyelatioii, 
every time a man hears. Hence thousands, once 
professors, find the name of Christian inconve- 
nient, and having nothing but the name, easily 
throw it off* But, says Jehovah, What will ye 
do in the end thereof !*— what, when sickness in^ 
vades, and death stalks abroad ! — ^famine comes at 
last ! — ^they become like the prodigal, fellow cooii^ 
moners with swine. There is something too capacious 
in the desires of the soul^ scnnething too imearthly 
in her nature, to suppose that fleshly pleasures can 
always satisfy. The approach of that period wlieii 
the body must be resisted to the grave, and the 
spirit wing its way to judgment, and live for 'ever 
in heaven or in hell, cries. For this endless d»i»- 
tioQ what provision is madel As such scenes 
i^roach a man, in the former part of the prodigal's 
career, his conscience shrinks in. the anticipataoa 
and prospect, his madness in departing from the 
ways of God are manifest 



" A dark importance saddens every day ; 
Sweet music is no longer music here, 
And laughter sounds like madness in his ear ; 
His grief the world of all her power disarms. 
Wine has no taste, and beauty has no charms; 
God's holy word once trivial in his view. 
Now by the voice of his experience true; 
Seems, as it is, the fountun whence alone 
Must spring that hope he pants to make bis own/' 



PRACTICAL DISCOUBSSS. 115 

But will the God, so much rebelled against, and 
of power to destroy, receive the sinner to his 
embrace? Do not doubt it, my £riends. If one 
desires this night to return to the arms of infinite 
love, he shall be received: see how encouraging 
the sequel of this paragraph. - Jesus assures the 
returning backslider of forgiveness, and he speaks 
&om the most intimate acquaintance with his 
Heavenly Father. "No man hath seen God at 
any time,'' says the Scripture^ " but the Scm, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, hath declared him ; 
the Father loveth the Son, and hath told him 
all things whatsoever he docth.'' — " Ye believcLin 
God,'' says our Lord, "believe also in me." He is 
the br^tness of his glory, the express image of 
his person; what the Son therefore declares, is 
what God declares, and is the manifestation of the 
Father : who then can doubt ? Again, the Saviour 
speaks of his own redemption; — ^he came to reclaim 
^he outcasts ; he came to call the wanderer home ; 
in virtue of his death and sufferings God bestows 
pardon and salvation. But say, wa^ not the price 
infinite? Where then is the person of crimson 
sins, and crimes of scarlet dye, who desires to be 
saved, for whom such merits cannot plead, imd 
warrant the Father of mercies in receiving him to 
hia church, his bosom, and his heaven ? No such 
hopeless character can be found who is the subject 
of repentance, unquestionably none., Mark the 
prodigaT. We have followed him in his degrada* 
tien iahd want : there he comes to himself. In the 
height of a licentious or earthly career, whilst all 
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things favour, and no terrors present themselves, 
discourses are lost upon our fellow-creatures ; they 
are as ungovernable as the man who tore off all the 
fetters with which they bound him, and strayed 
wild among the tombs, a terror to every one that 
passed that way ; but afflictions under the manage- 
ment of the Holy Spirit are an exorcist that cast 
out the devil, induce reflection, and bring them to 
the feet of Jesus clothed, and in their right mind. 
In the pinchings of want he thinks of home, cries, 
^' How many hired servants of my father have 
bread. enough, and to spare, whilst I perish with 
hunger ! I will arise and go to my father, and wiH 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son, make me as one of thy hired 
servants." 



He went, — ^how surprizing is the interview ! , 
How &r beyond what he expected ! A miserable 
wretched appearance he must have made, disgrace- 
fid even for any of the servants to behold, scarcely 
to be recognized as he who went away clothed m 
distinguished apparel, and laden with plenty. Yet 
his father saw him a great way off, perhaps in his 
shame and distress, fearful to approach, and slowly 
drawing near as by stealth, recognized in the forlorn 
object his son, was seized with compassion, '^ and 
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.^ How 
pathetic is the scene here painted ! How strikingly 
it! exhibits the emotions of parental feeling ! Words 
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from us would only weaken the impression of the 
text Fathers, ye, perhaps, can sympathise in the 
subject ; O remember then that as ye would thus 
act towards a returning son, the Father of spirits 
waits to express his pity and affection . over you 
so long absent from his fellowship and his family. 
"Father,'^ says he, "I have sinned,'** — stop! says 
the parent, — ^would not suffer him to mention what 
he intended about hbed servant, it is enou^, 
^' Bring forth the best robe and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet."^ 
We challenge history, ancient or modem, any 
author, or poet, to produce any description of the 
like kind so exquisitely touching as this representa- 
tion of our Lord. The Bible itself presents one 
like it in the narrative of Joseph, but it is not 
equal to this. The robe, the ring, the shoes 
ordered Were equivalent to a public restoration of 
him to the same rank, and immunities, and respect, 
he before held in his father'^s household. How 
astonishing, when we consider that this is intended 
to convey the act of heaven towards the' returning 
sinner, and to figure the garments of salvation, the 
best robe which Jesus wove in deepest humiliation, 
pain, and blood, the garment of the Spirit, the 
shoes of the Gospel of Peace, which he confers on 
man. Nor was this all, but a feast and a rejoicing 
is ordered : *^ Bring hither the fatted calf and kill 
it, and let us eat ;^ a provision made only to honor 
a distinguished guest, and kept for that purpose, as 
you read Gen. xviii. ^. " And let us eat and be 
merry .^ This shows the design of the parable ; 
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here its intention is opened ; it was to show the joy 
in heaven over the publican and sinn^ that is 
rescued and restored : ^^ There is joy 9^ says our 
Lord, ^^ over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons.'*^ How amazing 
is this grace !. O ! where is the sinner in this congre- 
gation that is proof against this ! I once heard a 
distinguished minister in the west of England say, 
^^ Kindness is the key to the heart ;'^ but if so, 
there can be no lN*east, but this parable will unlock 
it, and admit the Savioiur. 
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THE PATIENCE OF HOPE. 

Remen^tering — yotir patience of hope. — 

1 Thess. i. 3. 

» 

We fear that the greater portion of unbelievers 
in the Gospel of Christ consist of persons so light 
and careless, that whilst they retail with wonderful 
fluency some objections which they have heaid 
from enemies of the truth, will give little pains 
themselves to weigh either what is said for or against 
it ; but to the thinking mind, which has unhappily 
imbibed a prejudice against the salvation revealed in 
the volume of inspiration, we offer a point for calm 
investigation : — ^whether the picture of man in hisf 
present state, which is drawn in the Bible, does not 
accord with the general experience of mankind. We 
are not obliged to have recourse to Scripture, to 
show that man is thrown upon life, as upon a sea of 
troubles, where he is tossed from wave to wave, 
constantly suirounded with dangers, and half a 
wreck ; we need not repeat declarations of this book 
to prove that man stands in his present state, ex- 
pecting or actually sustaining the attack of winds, 
and floods, and tempests, or that he finds his life 
a weary journey through burning sands, and over 
barren mountains, and near the dens of beasts, and 
through unknown roads, and amid a thousand cala^ 
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mides of other kinds. Why that restlessness of 
men in their present condition? Why that too 
frequent envy of others as better situated than 
themselves ? Why does the poor man desire the 
rich man^s lot ?— and the wealthy that they were 
noblemen ? — and noblemen that they were kings ? 
— and kings that they wore the universal dia- 
dem of the earth, and without controul ? Does it 
not speak this language? Our present condition 
has its evils, and we desire to be emancipated. It 
is a ^irit of heavenly origin in a world where sin 
has entered, and filled with sorrow, and it wonders 
at its wretched abode, and blind to the cause, flees 
from one state of life to another, thinks there is some 
rank and some station here where it may be free 
from pain. It might save the chase ; — ^behold a 
Xerxes at the review of a million of his troops, and 
at the pinnacle of power and grandeur, weeping an 
evil which he could not alleviate; — see an Alex- 
ander, when he had conquered the world, in tears;—- 
see a Caesar, in the height of his triumphs, grasp 
what he had toiled for, and in dissatisfaction ex- 
claiming, Is this all ? In wealth and wisdom, and 
temporal ease and power, Solomon was first ainojig 
the eastern monarchs. Why wrote he a whole book 
upon human life, the epitome of which is this: 
"All is vanity and vexation of spirit ?'** Death and 
sickness, and the loss of friends, and vicissitudes, 
and innumerable other ills, can be shaken off by 
no rank of ^society, but may be endured by every 
one. Is not this a suffering state ? Does it not 
express the sentiment of Scripture : ^^ Man is bom 
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lo trouble as the sparks fly upward.*" That he who is 
bom of a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble, 
that the cup of which we drink is a cup of mixture, 
some little portion of which is pleasant, the rest 
chequered scenes, trying moments, and distressing 
dispensations. Seeing that the acknowledged re- 
semblance of the Bible representation of fallen man, 
to his actual state, is so strong, can any thing be con- 
ceived more adapted to such a being than the bless- 
ings which here flow firom the cross, and are ofiered 
to soothe and alleyiate endurance, impossible ! 



You think that the wheel that has this hour 
thrown you up trouble, may the next turn up joy ; 
yet if all is chance, how. can you know this? Is 
not the probability as much on the side of accu- 
mulated woe ? " If there is nothing but chance,"' 
says Lucretius, ^^ then may we expect instead of 
the order we perceive in nature, that fishes will 
change their element the next hour, and land 
beasts plough the sea, and com grow in winter, 
and frost appear in summer, and the race of men 
become extinct: indeed so far from comfort, the 
wildest disorders of the universe, and the perpetual 
afiright of the mind must arise from it ? Can our 
patience be induced by the Deist^s doctrine of anni- 
hilation at death. This may suit the licentious, the 
impious man, who, lost to the glories of his nature, 
walks in all the fidlness of sinful indulgence. Is 
it surprizing that the man who, if there is a 
God, must feel his hottest vengeance, — and if a 
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future judgment, must incur the blackest doom ? — 
is it a wonder that the man who walks through life 
on a level with the beasts, and wallows with the 
swine, should wish to share their end, and when 
he dies to be no more ? But say, does the annihi- 
lation console the man who lives as he ought to 
live, amidst the cares of life, placing virtue and 
Crod before his eyes? No, nature^s first wish is 
endless happiness :— 

"Annihilation is an after-thongbt; 
A monstrous wish ! unborn till virtue dies^ 
For non-existence no man ever wish'd, 
But arst he wish'd the Deity destroy'd ! " 

If annihilation is to be the inspirer of patienee, 
tell me how it is to console the godly? These 
liave ever been the greatest suffer^s in this life, 
so much so, that St. Paul says, '^ If in this life only 
we have hope, we are the most miserable.'^ If a Grod 
is allowed to exist at all in the universe, explain, if 
it be possible, upon the Deist^s belief, this greatest of 
perplexities in the ways of God, — ^that the righteous 
have here the greatest share of pun, and then 
are left to console themselves with this thought, — 
that they shall hereafter be in one common mass, 
and on a level with the most wicked ; that all shall 
be one; that, together with others, whose crimes 
they abhorred, they have nothing to look fcMrward 
to but death-bed groans, and fearftil shapes of 
terror and blackness before their eyes, and plunging 
ftam the brink of light and being, into the unknown 
of nothing. Could this give pati^ice to 
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Job, who feared God^ and eschewed evil ; one up> 
right before God, and yet afflicted with unheard 
of calamities ? Partly the infliction of God, and 
partly permitted. Could this have given patience 
to the holy men spoken of in the Hebrews ? 
Commended for their fortitude in their trial of 
cruel mockings, and scourgings, and bonds, and im- 
prisonment, — ^who were stoned, were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword, they wan- 
dered about in sheep-skins and goat-skins, being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented, &c. 

What is to inspire patience under such things P 
The doctrine that virtue is its own reward ? But 
fiielf-preservation and happiness is the first law of 
our nature, against which all pain operates, and if 
virtue promises no future joy to omipensate for 
present sufflsring, and yet leaves present suffering 
unaHeviated, whence does it proceed ? We know 
the question may be answered upon the' stoic philo- 
sophy, and submission to fate must characterise a 
good man; but how can he have confidence and 
submission in God, if he see no difference made 
<betwe^ vice and virtue, — a difference which his 
t>wn reason, that he regards as a spark of the divi- 
nity, telk him should be eternal and immutable ? 
How cm he submit, when he abhors vice, and sees 
MO advantage hereafter frofn the contrary principle 
^a)sd practice ? Let us see what the stoic will say to 
tfab f Let us see what Marcus Aurelius Antonius, 
^- Redman Eimptoor, who wrote a book of this philo- 
'ftopli^, which he prized above the Gospel,— ^let us 
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see what he will reply ? He says, Life ie a pere- 
grination and a contest ; but man must be superior 
to pleasure and pain, he must be equally insensible 
to both, and unmoved by external circumstances. 
O palpable absurdity ! O ignorance of human na- 
ture ! How can I be insensible to pleasure and 
pain, when God has made me so susceptible of 
both? When my instinct to happiness is so 
strong and lasting I must seek it. When pain and 
woe in its unmentioned forms crowd thick around, 
constituted as we are, I cannot avoid feeling it. 
The stoic might talk, but the rigid severity of his 
countenance, an4 the groan, when languishing on 
his couch of sickness, showed that his theory was a 
monstrous production, unnatural to man, — showed 
that his experience was opposed to his doctrines^ — 
showed signs of petulance, and restraint of mind at 
variance with his tenets. Nor in chance, nor in &te, 
nor in annihilation, can any find the ground of pa- 
tience; especially to the wise and godly: the patience 
arising firom these is the patience of despair. 



But the patience of the Gospel and of Christiaiis 
is one of hope, as you read in our text: ^^Re- 
membering your patience of hope.'" It is founded 
on the expectation of future blessedness, that shall 
more than compensate for every earthly trial. The 
Christianas hope is an eagle soaring beyond the 
natural sun, and gazing upon the unmeasured and 
intermihal^le happiness of the third heaven, it comes 
L : d0Mj and by its tidings puts this song into the 
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ihGUtli of the afflicted saint : '< I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that shall be revealed in 
ua.'^ Hence is bom his patience ; it is the firoit 
nnA offspring of hope, for, says the Apostle, ^^ If 
we hope for that we see not, then do we with 
patience wait for it*" Upon many individuals the 
sun of temporal prosperity rises, and promises for 
a few hours to give the day, then suddenly sinks 
in shades £or ever, leaving them encompassed with 
the cares of a family, and of business, sometimes 
aflferding a scanty subsistence, sometimes nothing : 
one clouded sky, with scarcely a sunbeam through the 
gloom, heightened by the desertion of friends and of 
that world which pays its ready visit, where fortune 
raiiles, but f<»rsakes the wretched, and swift on its 
downy pinions flies from woe. In this severe struggle, 
suffer us to take you by the hand, and point you to 
a period and a place " where the weary are at rest.^' 
Let this hope inspire, patience ; with this in view, 
say with the Prophet : "Although the fig-tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall firuit be in the vines ; 
the labour of the oUve shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat ; though the flock shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in 
the stalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I wil] 
joy in the God of my salvation.^^ Some languish 
through life under the pressure of acute diseases, 
and in the morning cry, " Would to God it 
were evening, and in the evening would to God it 
were moming.**^ Some weep tender, amiable, and 
helpng friends and relatives, wrenched from them- 
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by the iron hand of death, or prematurely depart- 
ing themselves, feel the anguish of separating from 
a husband, a wife, a brother, a sister, and the social 
circle. Weep ; affection bids you weep, and Christ 
at the tomb of Lazarus has given an example ; but 
permit us to point you to a place where pain shall 
vanish and death shall be no more, and the widower 
no more a melancholy figure shall stand leaning in 
silent agony upon the sepulchre of her he loved ; 
and no more a mother shall mourn above the urn 
which holds the ashes of her child, and no more 
shall orphan tears wash the parentis tomb. The hist 
enemy to be destroyed is death; but his black, 
ensign shall be yielded, and he be swallowed up in 
victory. In godly sorrow do you mourn the sins 
you have committed? When contemplating the 
^Father, as he appears in the New Testiunent, a God 
q£ long-suffering mercy, of tenderness and love, 
giving his only-begotten Son, that the bolts, which 
he could not withhold his justice from hurling, 
might on their passage to you, be quenched in his 
vital^ blood, and now, with open arms and imj^ring 
attitude, calling unto you, and saying, ^^ Return 
I^ksUding children, and I will heal your back-, 
slidings, and I will remember your iniqiuties no 
more.^^ In this view of him you have offended, 
are you melted into tears from past transgressions 
and daily sins P In the inward conflict have you 
grief of which the world knows nothing? Do 
you feel the prevalence of the law in your flesh, 
which wars against the spirit, opposes your con- 
formity to God, renders your attainments so little 
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proportionate to the obligations under which his 
grace has placed you, and to the religious means 
which you enjoy, throws a damp over your per- 
suasion of interest in the Redeemer, and leads 
you into captivity, eliciting the moumfiil exclama- 
tion, ^^ O wretched man that I am, who shall de- 
liver me firom the body of this death ?^ Do you 
suffer for a life devoted to religion from the world 
that traduces and persecutes you for its sake, and 
takes occasion from your forgiving spirit and pa* 
tient endurance to heap on you fresh accusations 
.and r^terated wrongs ? Behold a habitation where 
jsorrow and sighing shall flee away; where the 
wicked cease from troubling; where the former things 
have passed away, and sin with all its effects shall be 
banished; where doubts and fears shall be removed, 
and faith be lost in fruition ; and where God himself 
shall wipe away all tears from your eyes. Eneas is re- 
presented by Virgil as cheering his companions afrer 
encountering a storm and severe loss, with these 
words, — ^' Cpmpanions, God will give an end to 
these evils : with me ye have tried the whirlpools and 
the rocks and the cyclops^ den ; dismiss your fears ; 
jierhaps hereafter it will be pleasant to recount your 
dangers o^er, through various troubles, we move to 
Latium and the realms foretold of Jove.^^ Much 
greater consolation is afforded to the Christian by 
Sit John, in relating a scene in heaven which he 
beheld : ^^ And one of the elders answered, saying 
imto me, What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes ; and whence came they? And I said 
unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 
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These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they be- 
fore the throne of God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple : and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, which 
is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters, and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.**** 
Believers prize them, and glory in them, and sin- 
ners anxiously endeavour after this noble acqui- 
sition, this balm of life, this patience of hope, al- 
ways remembering that it is a hope in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and therefore different from that 
vague hope in God^s mercy, which some indulge 
without any reference to Christ and his atonement, 
-—an expectation that is groimdless and can never 
be realized, for Jehovah is gracious only in his Son, 
and to such as are clothed in his righteousness, 
remembering that it is a hope in our Redeemer) 
land therefore sure to his disciples, for it rests upon 
his meritorious work, and is confirmed by promises 
and an oath, as the Apostle declares, ^^ That by 
two immutable things, in which it was impos- 
sible for God to lie, we might have strong consola- 
tion who have fled for refiige to lay hold upon the 
hope set before us in the Gospel, and is constantly 
as an anchor of the soid sure and sted&st, entering 
into that which is within the veil.^ 
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THE STRAIGHT GATE. 

Straight is the gate and narrow is the way that 
leadeth unto lifej and few there be thatjind it. 
Matt vii. 14. 

Every state of the church has hitherto had its 
peculiar evils, and it is the province and duty of its 
public ministers to know these, and warn the pro- 
fessing body of the danger. Let us apply this, 
principle to our own times : tired of the fiercer and 
fruitless controversies about points in which Chris- 
tians differ, and that are either light as air, or, if 
important, covered with a vail that we cannot lift ; 
professors have with equal avidity thrown down their 
weapons, joined the right hand of fellowship, and 
united in unfurling, amid general acclamation, the 
flag of liberality in religion. So far as it regards the 
merging of peculiar views in the grander articles 
o( agreement, and a union in urging on the noble 
efforts for evangelizing the world, we join in the 
praise of liberal sentiment, and see in it nothing to 
alarm, but every thing to excite gratitude and 
praise : yet censure us not, if with our congratu- 
lations we mingle cautionary advice. In the times 
of persecutions and fiery trial, the preachers of the 
cross have known how to speak in heaven's own 
raptures of the church's bliss ; have known how to 

g5 
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open the flood-gate, and let in the foil tide of the 
Spirit'*6 consolation upon the soids devoted to mar- 
tyrdom ; but when the church is at peace, they have 
found it necessary to guard against, and condemn 
the lukewarmness to vital Christianity so frequently 
accoinpanying such a state. Amid the promis- 
ing features o£ the present day this strain is not 
to be disregarded or considered unseasonable. Satan 
is still your watchful and powerfiil and persevering 
foe ; he will not be slow in changing his mode of 
attack, and taking advantage of the times. The 
world is also in active pursuit of liberality, and 
we have seen her triumphal processions in ho- 
nour of her victories : the world has entered top 
upon the hallowed ground of the sanctuary, and 
dared to offer her views of charity in religion: 
here is the engine that Satan will now employ 
to the destruction of men^s soids, under the gene^ 
ral name of liberal views ; he will persaade men that 
it is easy to go to heaven, and that men of all reli*^ 
gions, in a judgment of charity, we must suppose are 
on their journey to the New Jerusalem. If he 
took occasion, from a state of bigotted attachment 
to party schemes, to fix men in acquiring the subtle 
distinctions of a creed instead of laying hold upon 
tL crucified Saviour, and partaking the bread of 
life, he will, under existing drcnmstances, endea- 
vour to urge men over the extreme of liberality 
upon the confines of licentiousness, whose end is 
atheism. The human mind is prone to extremes, 
and the transition was quick and surprising from 
the austerity of Cromwell^s court to the disso; 
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lute voluptuousness of the second Charles. Al- 
ready men begin to tell us, that it does not 
agree with this charitable age in which we live, 
to consider the Socinian and others who deny the 
divinity and mediatorial character of our Lord Jesus 
Christ without the boundaries of salvation. !3ut 
may I not take my notions of this virtue of bene- 
volence from Him who, in saving our ruined race, 
has manifested a liberality as expansive as the infi- 
nitude of his nature ; and yet these are his words, 
<^ All men shall honour the Son even as they ho- 
nour the Father ;^ and wheu he bringeth his first- 
begotten into the world, he saith, and let all the 
angels of God worship ; and in reference to his 
death, ^' Awake, O sword, against the shepherd, 
against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord ;^^ 
" and whilst we were yet sinners, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly ;*" " God hath set 
forth his Son to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood i*"* there is no other name under heaven 
given whereby we can be saved; " I am the way, 
I am the door ; by me if any man entereth in he 
shall be saved ; and whoso believeth not the Son 
is condemned already, and he shall never see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.'^ Christ 
then is the gate mentioned in our text, — Christ in 
his atoning blood ; and those who reject this great 
sacrifice once offered for the sins of men, shall 
perish without hope, and be confounded at his se- 
cond coming, when he shall take vengeance upon 
his adversaries, and those who would not that he 
should reign over them. To hold a contrary be* 
Uef is not to manifest liberal views^ for to deserve 
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the name these must be consistent with truth ; but 
it is to send men to the bar of God with a lie in 
their right hand, and it is to pronounce the word 
of God a fable. To say that this gate is so 
straight that a man can never enter it by a profes- 
sion merely of the truth, or though in infancy bap- 
tized into the name of Jesus Christ; though a regular 
undeviating attendant upon it6 ordinances, and a par- 
taker of them throughout his whole earthly course, 
and that so far from being more interested in the 
blessings thereby, he may by his profession only 
bring upon himself accumulated destruction, wiU not 
please the world, and will not harmonize with the 
charitable feeling of the age, as some represent it : 
yet it pleases him who said, " Not every one that 
saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ;"" yet it pleases him who said, 
^^ In that day many rhall say unto me. Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name, and in thy name 
cast out devils, and in thy name done many won- 
derful works : to whom I will declare I never knew 
you, depart from me ye that work iniquity f ^ yet it 
pleases him who said, ^^ Straight is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few 
there be which find k ;^ and who has given us an 
unmeaning assertion, if the bare avowal of the 
Christian name is. a sufficient entrance to his spiri- 
tual household and the glories of his body the 
church; since this, unaccompanied as is fre- 
quently the case by the feelings and conversation 
congenial wHh the Gospel, presents no difficulty to 
warrant the idea of straightness, and as whole na- 
iionB wear the outward character of Christ^s disci- 
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pies, not few but the majority of men, at least in 
Europe, would find the way to life. 



To form some conception of the straightness of 
this approach to God, come with us and survey the 
gate and its situation ; the whole Bible is our di- 
recting post, and says. The gate to heaven is 
by the way of the cross ; but to descend with us 
down the long vale of the Saviour^s sufferings ; to 
descend in spirit requires an abandonmeht of that 
self adulation, so largely exhibited by unregene- 
rate man ; he appears insensible to his real state ; 
he seems to hear the tempter saying, Soon as ye 
eat of the tree ye shall be as gods ; and having 
swallowed the bait, he vainly imagines he has 
realized the promise, and lifts bis front to the 
skies, and stalks about the earth, scarcely believing 
there is any greater than himself, and one moment 
arraigns the proceedings of Jehovah, and the next, 
with infinite self-complacency, eulogizes the recti- 
tude and excellence of the human soul : from this 
pinnacle of fancied honour he must stoop, and from 
this giant-stature he must become a pigmy, and 
from these notions of moral worth he must learn to 
^ak of himself, under the metaphor of littleness. 
I am a worm ; then he can journey onward down 
the vale of Christ^s sufferings': behold, at the low- 
est part of this valley, even in the depths of his 
dying agonies ; this gate surrounded with the royal 
arms of heaven, and bearing this inscription, ^^ I 
am the door, no man cometh to the Father but by 
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me,"*^ and near are heard the anthems of immorta- 
lity; and as one poor soul and another passes 
through, angels fulfilling that declaration, ^^ There 
is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth 
more than over ninety and nine just persons ;'*'' and 
through the gate, on the opposite side, are seen the 
gradual risings to that paradise, where golden 
beams ambrosial cljostering glow, in God'^s fuU 
beam, and ripen for the just : and pilgrims are seen 
toiling up the narrow path. If the thought perplexes 
how few have entered in view the straightness of 
the gate, and cease to wonder — ^reflect upon the 
vanity that men imbibe from worldly greatness, and 
the view that lords, dukes, and princes take of the 
mass of their fellow men ; they regard them as a 
sort of inferior beings, possessing a lower nature, 
with whom they cannot associate without degrada- 
tion. Tell these lofty personages, that to enter 
heaven by the cross, all claims to more attention 
6rom their rank, all claims arising thence to pre- 
ference here in obtaining the &vour of the Al- 
mighty are useless. Tell them that God is no re- 
specter of persons, and that the nobleman must in 
soul alight from his carriage, and dismiss the re. 
tinue, and ^ut off the coronet, and lay aside the 
purple vest, and, clothed in sackcloth, gQ on a level 
with the poorest beggar, imploring forgiveness and 
remission of sins, and how few will feel willing 
to make the sacrifice ; so straight is the gate that 
not many noble are called. Tell him, who in all the 
pride of learning and science looks down with con- 
tempt on all but himself, that to be saved he must 
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confess himself ignorant uid blind, and with child- 
like simplicity sit at the feet of Jesus to be taught a 
just view of God, of himself, and of spiritual truth, 
and with what resentment will it fire his breast; so 
straight is the gate that not ipany wise men after 
the flesh are called. . Riches, that have been a key 
to unlock the way of preferment to earthly titles, 
kingdoms, and a crown; ricKes, that have laid open 
to a man the stores of this world^s happiness, and 
brought him his hearths desire, so &r as things tem- 
poral afford it, are of no advantage here, and the 
possessor must advance no superior plea on this ac-* 
count ; nay, if he come as rich and increased in 
goods, and in want of nothing, he can in no way 
force a passage. This gate requires such a reduced 
habit of soul, that a man to be successftil must 
come wretched and poor and naked ; but how hard 
for the wealthy to submit to this ; therefore he who 
knew the heart and its &tal prejudices^ declared it 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom ; not that he meant to say it was impossible. 
God forbid: for God can give that poverty of 
spirit he requires to whom he will; and Jesus adds. 
With God all things are possible : but generdly 
the rich will despise the lowliness here enjoined. 
Tell them who have kept themselves from more 
flagrant vice, and have been just in business, and 
given much alms, that they cannot enter the gate 
of life with these, as works to recommend them ; 
that they must view such performances as more 
splendid sins, since all their obedience before conver- 
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flion is in principle wrong, and defective in practice, 
and that, renouncing all self-righteousness, they must 
oome as the chief of sinners, willing even to go in 
after the most abandoned, seeking salvation from 
the Gospel : and how will such despise the cross. 
Yet see an inspired Apostle approaching Christ ; 
<^ Though I might also have confidence in the 
flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more : cir- 
cumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He- 
brews, as touching the law a pharisee ; concerning 
seal, persecuting the church; touching the righte- 
ousness which is in the law, blameless : but what 
things were gain to me those I counted loss for 
Christ ; and do coimt all things but dung that I 
may win Christ, and be found in him, not having on 
my own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous- 
ness which is of God through faith."" The man 
who approacheth the Saviour with his good deeds 
will only meet the same significant reply made to 
the pharisees, who censured our Lord for showing 
more favour to publicans than to them. ^' I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 



** The plea of works, as arrogant and vain, 
Heaven turns from with abhorrence and disdain ; 
What is all righteousness that men devise ? 
What, but a sordid bargain for the skies ? 
And Christ as soon would abdicate his own, 
As stoop from heaven to sell the proud a throne." 
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What character can enter this straight gate ? We 
answer, — ^man in his proper character ; and every 
man if he came in this his proper character ; and 
aU the straightness and difficult entrance of the 
gate arises from this, that God has made it suit- 
able only to the real condition of our race ; and our 
revising to acknowledge our true state as sinM 
men, are commonly dissappointed, and cannot enter. 
See this true state of the soul in that one entering 
the gate : he is, if we may so speak, misery, fa- 
mine, and disease personified, and as he goes he 
utters the piercing cry of distress ; whilst others 
are unnoticed he moves heaven, and the Father 
from his unperial seat, and from amid the songs of 
seraphim, hastens down, with compassion, and falh 
upon his neck and weeps, and says, ^^This my 
son was dead and is aUve agam, was lost and is 
found i"^ to this man the Saviour comes with out- 
stretched arms, shows a pool in which he can 
wash and be clean ; and says, ^^ Be of good cheer, 
thy sins are forgiven thee,^^ and opens to him his 
fairest pastures, and leads him beside the living 
fountains. 



If on this account men exclaim against the 
straightness of the gate, and suppose that they per- 
ceive an absurdity in the Gospel, as though, by re- 
ducing all to the same level in giving the benefit 
of redemption, it strikes at the very root of morals, 
.discountenances all that is amiable, and sanctions 
vice; — let them remember, that whilst it rejects 
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human merit, it says, ^^ Without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord,^ and if the reception of Jesus 
into the heart is the gate, a Christian life is the 
way to heaven, and so uniform is the obedience 
imposed, and so strict are its injunctions, as makes 
it to us sinfid creatures with the strongest possible 
propensities to evil, — a narrow way. The often re- 
iterated rule for self-government is " crucify the 
old man with his affections and lusts f^ ^^ let not sin 
reign in your mortal bodies ;^ "ye are not your own, 
but bought with a price ;^ " present yourselves a 
living sacrifice to God/^ Every irregular thought, 
imagination, and desire is to be restrained. Look at 
the strength of sin and its tendency to drown the 
reason and enslave the soul ; see the fiicility with 
which these natural productions are cherished ; the 
mighty effort required to oppose and chain them 
down, and well might the poet represent it as being 
%ed aUye: well might Jesus himself liken it to 
parting with the members of the body : yet though 
he saw its difficulty, he still required it, knowing that 
it was necessary to prepare us for the enjoyments in 
the presence of God ; and he said, " If thy right 
eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee ; 
and if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off and cast 
it Arom thee, for it is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell.'" The outward con- 
versation must be attended to equally with the feel- 
ings of the heart, it must be in heaven whence 
we expect the Saviour. Time, talents, and property, 
must be regarded as a sacred deposit to be em- 



PBACTICAL DISCOUBSES. 139 

ployed for the glory of God : indeed his glory must 
be preferred to every other coosideratiou in all we 
think or say or do ; the whole of our earthly course 
is to have a direct tendency here, and to secure 
this, no exertion must be accounted too great, no 
sacrifice too costly : when circimistances call for it 
to sustain our character for piety, and to honour the 
Saviour — and be it remembered, such have occurred, 
and may again — ^friends must be renounced, and life 
itself despised, agreeably to those words of Jesus : 
^^ He that loveth father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me ; and he that loveth son or daugh- 
ter more than me is not worthy of me ; and he that 
taketh not his cross and followeth after me is not 
worthy of me ; he that findeth his life shall lose it, 
and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it."^ 
If we connect in our view the straightness of the 
gate and the narrowness of the way, we cannot avoid 
perceiving the truth of our Lord's assertion, " few 
there be that find it,^ — ^a sort of martyrdom is marked 
out for every saint, and the principle which rules 
men in general is opposed to this. 



" Self-love no grace in sorrow sees. 
Consults her own peculiar ease, 
'Tis all the bliss she knows." 



And to pursue a difierent career we must have, and 
therefore pray for, a new heart ; then, with all its 
difficidties and austerities, the way to heaven wiU 
be pleasant, and be prized infinitely above carnal 
gratifications; then and only then we can look upon 



140 PRACTICAL DISCOURSES. 

the selfishness of mankind in general, and its aim, 
and sing with Guion, but 

" Nobler ends true love employ. 
In self-denial is her joy. 
In suflfering her repose." 

Finally, seek from above, my hearers, such a 
perception of heavenly bliss as sincere believers 
possess, and this will so eclipse earthly good, that 
you will be ready with the Apostles of old, to re- 
nounce all and follow Christ. 
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BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST. 

In that night w<i8 Belshazzar the king slain. — 

Dan. V. 30. 

The scenes in this paragraph are of a dramatic 
and tragic kind. We perceive in a short space the 
course, the alarm, and the catastrophe of an impious 
man. The judgment from heaven is more remark- 
able here, as visiting one of the great men of the 
earth; and is calculated to produce in our minds an 
awful and salutary impression, since it is possible for 
us, if not actually guilty, to commit the sin of pro- 
faneness, and since thousands of our fellow creatures 
and countrymen freely indulge in it. We may open 
our discourse by considering the sudden consterna- 
tion of Belshazzar and his courtiers in the temple 
of Bell. What caused such unusual terror ? The 
king and his company, in the truest sense of the 
w(^, libertines, were of a class that has always 
boasted a superiority to vulgar fear, and were not 
likely to be moved by any danger that was not 
evident, immediate, and overwhelming : yet whence 
should this arise ? True, a hostile force was at the 
gates; but the city was viewed as impregnable, 
both by the besieged and the besiegers. There 
was within no want; but wealth, and gaiety, and 
food in abundance. The king was absolute in 
power and authority ; whom he would he slew, and 
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whom he would he kept alive. In the midst of 
these favourable circumstances, and this » apparent 
security, the monarch holds a feast for a thousand 
of his lords and concubines ; when at the height of 
wine and mirth, behold all is turned to trembling 
and fearM anticipation. ^^ The king'^s countenance 
was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so 
that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his 
knees smote one against another.^ The causes are 
told us: — a shocking sin, and a terrific apparition. 
Belshazzar, had the Jewish people, the visible 
church of the living God, in captivity, and the 
spoils of their former temple and city, razed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, were also in his possession, among 
' which were certain vessels once consecrated to the 
service of Jehovah, and used in his worship by the 
priests, and consequently considered sacred. Long 
tried, even for near seventy years, imder thie iron 
sway of Babylon, and mindfid of their faded glory, 
these poor Jews were a weeping people, in sackcloth 
before their Maker, confessing their iniquities, and 
imploring his mercy. So far from taking pity upon 
this humbled nation, Belshazzar, when he made a 
great feast to his nobles, wives, and concubines^ in 
order to wound their feelings, and to insult Him 
whom they worshipped, called for the golden ves- 
sels taken from the Lord^s house at Jerusalem, and 
standing up, impiously poured out from them 
libations to his gods of gold, and silver, and brass, 
and iron, and wood, and stone ; and, making the 
hallowed cups subservient to his bacchanalian rout, 
drank wine in them with his sinful compamons. 
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Then He who had appeared so often in his people^s 
behalf,— rwho had brought them out of Egypt with 
a strong hand and a stretched-out arm, rose to show 
that he was yet his people^s God, and put forth his 
power and made Belshazzar sensible that his holy 
things and name were not to be profaned with 
impunity. 



My brethren, behold in him the victim of 
pleasure ! The pleasures of sin seem harmless to 
the majority of men ; they do not, in approaching 
them, think they have such turpitude as infidelity, 
and some other obviously wicked courses ; but see 
how this fiital delusion, which makes such easy 
conquest of the great majority of persons, both men 
and women, old and young, — see how it leads from 
one degree of guilt unto another, until they seize 
the consecrated vessels, and lose all the recollection 
of the fears of offending God which they possessed 
in entering upon this course, and dare now to 
deride the God at whom they once trembled. Ye 
young in life, how many attractions does pleasure 
present to your inexperienced feet ! — ^to your ardent 
passions ! — to your too easily-persuaded minds ! 
Beware ! — ^be guarded ! The glittering bait tempts 
to ruin. The ball-room, the dance, gay company, 
and such-like details of worldly diversion, gradually 
weaken the sense of duty and moral obligation, and 
bring in practical atheism, and too often Belshaz- 
zar^s miserable end. Think not the path is safe 
because it is the common bent. The world, in its 
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fashions, is the enemy of God, and the world shall 
be destroyed. Think not you may follow because 
the great and noble take the lead. With the word 
of God in your hands, however he be exalted, man 
is not your guide: for the king of Chaldea was 
noble and very great, but God was greater, and 
judgment overtook him. Look here ye libertines ! 
How noble for the man to declare his superiority to 
the fear of shipwreck, who never was in a storm ! 
How brave the man who boasts a soldier'^s courage, 
who never fought in battle ! How glorious for our 
libertines to quaff their wine, and call the christian 
temperance and seriousness, and filial fear of Godj 
and hope of glory, superstition, to caricature the 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and in their companies to 
recount the doctrines of revelation only for the. 
purposes of ridicule. No danger threatens ! where 
is the hope of his coming ? ^^for since the fiithers 
fell asleep all things continue as they were firom the 
creation.'" Heroes, proceed ! But stop ! — ^A still 
small whisper — ^if .he should come, the God so 
much despised, what then P at death is this your 
language ? How many of your elder brethren in 
the school have trembled then! Voltaire was of 
your party. 



"The Bible was his jest-book; thence he drew 
Bon mots to gaul the Christian and the Jew ; 
An infidel in health, — but what when sick ? 
O then a text would touch him to the quick. 



n 



Belshazzar was of your party. See him in the text ; 
and seeing, let us entreat, if one such person be 
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here, to think, and repent, and escape, before the 
swift-winged vengeance falls. 



Is Belshazear'^s crime of such a cast that it can- 
HOC be committed by any now, and therefore claims 
no interest in our minds? Is the profanation of 
holy things that crime to which we are not liable ? 
My name, says Jehovah, is holy. — Give me two 
tables of stone, says the Lord to Moses ; and Moses 
took them up to the mount, and the Lord wrote 
thereon the commandments, and this is one: — 
^< Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
Grod in vidn ; for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh his name in vain.*^ What will you 
say to this, swearer ? Not only among the poor, 
but in other classes, the profanation of God'^s name, 
its invocation at the end of every sentence, is 
thought no fault, but manly and graceftd even in 
the vilest conversation. Do they use it to give a 
public proof that they wish to be thought as far as 
possible removed from the ranks of Christians, and 
the name of saint ? O folly worthy of the nurse''s 
lap ! O dire infatuation ! Truly not a particle of 
rdigion can inhabit the breast of the man thus 
every moment offending his God ; but let them also 
know, that every time they so use that awful name, 
they commit Belshazzar^s crime, and provoke his 
doom. No sharing in the sin of Belshazzar .^— *- 
Too many churches are built, say some, and too 
many chapels erected ; but how is it that places of 
worship bear no proportion to the number of in- 

H 
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habitants ? How is it that they are not called for 
equal to the population ? Why are the few which 
exist so thinly attended ? Where are the people ? 
Have they not some special indulgence of heayen 
to stay from his sanctuary ? We know of none ; 
for there is no revelation but the Bible, and that 
mentions none. It says, '^Remember to keep holy 
the sabbath-day ;" — the word of God abounds wilh 
passages enforcing its observance, and the keeping 
of it is to be in his house. They only keep holy- 
day ; and St. Paul^ particular injunction is to be- 
lievers, not to neglect the assembling of themselves 
ti^ether, as the manner of some is. Immense 
numbers of our countrymen on the day of holy con- 
vocation stay at home, making it a day of dothfid 
inactivity. Is this the rest he intended it ? No 
wonder to such it is the most tedious day of the 
week. See them covering the waters in pleasure- 
boats,-Hsee them in vehicles of every description, 
moving to scenes of sinM delight,— -see them in 
multitudes moving to yonder booths, and gardois, 
and places of amusement. Is this the way of meet- 
ing his exhortation who sud, ^^ If thou turn away 
thy foot from the sabbath, from doing iliy pleasure 
on my holy day, and call the sablmth a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honourable, and shalt honour 
him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then 
shalt thou delight thyseibT in the Lord, and I will 
cause thee to ride upon the high .places of the 
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spc^en it"* 
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(Isai. Iviii. 13, 14.) How many persons in different 
ways may share this crime ! 



Reflect then, my hearers, on the yisitation of this 
wicked prince. Whilst he takes the wine, see the 
sudden cessation of their revelling, and the eyes of 
the king and of all his nobles in terror glancing 
upon the wall! There-— there the messenger of 
Heaven,— a mysterious something,— one hand only 
visible, writes upon the plaster characters that 
gleam dismay, and stare in the ghastliness of death ! 
What mean they P Nor ma^cians, nor astrologers, 
though offered a rank third in the kingdom, and 
other presents, can unfold. Daniel is introduced, 
but ah! ^tis indeed to decipher the writing; it is 
to remove the uncertainty, but not to remove the 
terror,— only to fix it deeper. He came, and read 
the sentence to the king — "Mene Mene Tekel 
Upharsin.^ He pre&ced it by calling to Belshaz- 
zar'^s mind the sin which provoked it ; he did no 
more ; not. a ray of hope,— not a word of salutary 
advice, — ^no, his commission went not so far,— he 
was prevented,— all now was lost The impious 
^pro&ner had roused by his last act the wrath which, 
rising in its fierceness, sealed his doom, put forth 
its hand, and locked him up unto perdition. But 
say, is it possible for a Christian Minister ever to 
perform this part of Daniel P May a Minister of 
that scheme which is emphatically called the Gos- 
pel — good tidings, and of that dispensation which 
is love, be ever reduced to «udi a situation as to 

h2 
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have nothing to do but read the death-warrant?— 
He may. That mercy is the predominant feature 
of the Gospel, and that with which a Christian 
Minister should be chiefly conversant, we grant; 
but that it is preaching the whole truth to move 
perpetually in soft measures over the velvet plains 
of Gospel-consoladon, we deny. This dispensation 
is also accompanied by vengeance. If all men 
believed the New Testament, O how delight&l 
would it be, without a harsh or unpleasant note to 
cry, ^^ Unto us a child is bom, unto us a son is 
given ;'' or with the angels, " Glory to God in the 
highest, peace and good will to men.'*^ But speaks 
it only peace ? Why then do we read, " He who 
believeth shall be saved, but he who believeth not 
shall be condemned ; '^ or, " If any city receive you 
not, shake off the very dust of your feet as a 
testimony against them. Verily I say imto you, it 
shall in the day of judgment be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah than for that city.*" Was 
not Jesus an evangelical Preacher? because he said, 
<^ Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee Beth- 
saida l"" — ^because he says to the Jews, " Your 
house is left unto you desolate.**^ It is possible 
for the Gospel Minister to become a minister of 
wrath, a denouncer of woe ; and whether it be not 
far heavier than under the Law, — whether it does 
not rise in proportion to the greatness of the 
blessings reftised, is worthy serious consideration. 
But to return to Daniel and the writing : — " God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it ; and 
thou art weighed in the balances and found want- 
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V 

ing.*" Unanswering to the cavils of that man, who 
thought himself unaccountable, God in simple 
majesty declares his sovereign sway, proclaims the 
time for seeking fruit had arrived, and he came and 
found none, therefore the tree is to be cut down^ 
and cast into the fire ; he placed him in the scales, 
and found him wanting. In what balances ?-— In 
that of revelation. His life was compared with the 
light he possessed, and was found a blank. God 
had discovered his majesty and judgments in the 
predecessor of this prince; and, says the holy 
Prophet, '^ thou knewest all this, yet thou hast not 
humbled thine heart.*" But what shall we say to 
the profaners of what is holy in our days? If 
a heathen, with so few advantages, was so judged, 
look how much severer will be the punishment of 
licentiousness and profanity under the economy of 
the Gospel, wherever persons blessed with its light 
have obstinately persevered in their sins ! Let the 
swearer, sabbath-breaker, and profaner of holy 
things in our day, seriously ponder this. Sodom 
and Gomorrah shall rise up in judgment and con-^ 
demn you ; and Tyre and Sidon shall rise up in 
judgment and condemn you; and in all his wretched 
and gloomy estate, Belshazzar shall rise and lift hiR 
voice in judgment against you ; ^^ for if the mighty 
works done among you had been done among them> 
they had repented long since in sackcloth and 
ashes.^^ 



But this vengeance may be remote. We stiD, 

h3 
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say the votaries of pleasures, we still have health 
and age on our side. ^Tis very well so to preach 
to the old and decrepid, ia whom such indulgence 
is blameable, — ^whose business, as they enter deeper 
into the shades of life should be to prepare to meet 
their God ; but the young have no need of such 
premature repentance. Come, behold Belshazzar ! 
what more apparent security ! Though a besieging 
army was near, could it make any impression upon 
a place so greatly fortified as Babylon? Could 
they batter down or scale her walls, or the hundred 
brazen gates. Cyrus despaired of it. Could 
they reduce the place by famine ? It could have 
been reduced to this probably in twenty years or 
longer. How was an immense army to be sup- 
ported at its gates all that time ? The Euphrates 
passed through the city; could the Persians by 
water enter the city? No; gates of ponderous 
metal came to the water^s edge, and near were 
towers, from which an immense slaughter could have 
been dealt among those approaching. What greater 
security? Might he not have boasted that the 
interpretation must be distant, and being distant, 
many things might prevent its execution. Yet 
see ! — ^whilst the Prophet is deciphering the sen- 
tence, its execution commences. Even then deaths 
wandered through the hall!-— then was heard the 
nearer rolling of the storm ! — even then the deso- 
lating angel stalked abroad, brandishing aloft the 
two-edged sword of retribution ! — even then the 
dart of vengeance trembled in the air ! — even then 
Cyrus had finished his canal !— even then he had 
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cut down the bank of the river, and diverted the 
course of the Euphrates !^-even then his troops 
were moving in thick and fearful array under the 
gates, over the former bed of the river, into the 
dty !^-even then all was lost, and in that night was 
Belshazzar the king slain. See here the litde 
security, where God determines upon quick ven- 
geance! How soon may he destroy the sinner^s 
life ! Vain is health, if he determine ; age is no 
security. Consumptions, malignant fevers, and 
sudden death of ten thousand kinds, are at his 
disposal. See Belshazzar gone ! No time for re- 
pentance, none for pardon left!-~cut down, and 
sent to receive judgment at his bar before whom 
riches, and respectability, and temporal greatness 
are nothing, only as they add to the guilt and to 
the severity of the doom. See this impious king 
cut down, and sent a gloomy soul — ^but where .'^ 
The test is nameless ; horrors not to be conceived ; 
pangs not to be expressed ; the piercing and firuit- 
less wailings of a misery that must last whilst ages 
roU, — ^until millions of centuries, multiplied by 
millions, have elapsed,-— must endure for ever. 
The wicked shall go i^way into everlasting punish- 
ment, where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched. Mark it, my brethren; mark the 
destruction of this man in the te^t, and beware a 
similar visitation. 
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POVERTY OF SPIRIT. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.— Matt. v. 3. 

Whilst men in general have too often sought 
a qualification for eternal happiness in outward 
actions and observances, the Gospel of Christ uni- 
formly calls for a change of heart and a certain 
temper of mind, without which the profession of a 
creed, however orthodox, and attendance upon the 
ordinances of religion, though unremitting, and the 
most splendid temporal gifts and greatest sacrifices 
in the cause of God, it declares, are insufficient to 
make out a title to ftiture glory. Nothing can 
compensate in JehovaVs sight the absence of this 
virtue, which he will not dispense within the candi- 
dates for his kingdom. 

"Say, shall we jrield him, in costly devotion, 
Odours of Eden and offerings divine, 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine. 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
Vainly with gifts would his favour implore ; 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration. 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor." 

Of the poor in spirit, we may add, whose character 
receiving from the lips of Jesus himself such a beati* 
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tude and the promise of such a boon, it becomes us 
seriously to investigate and eagerly to pursue. 
This poverty of spirit arises not merely from an 
idea of ourselves as creatures dependant upon an 
almighty power, for life and preservation ; nor does 
it arise from a contemplative view of creation and 
providence, and a deduction thence of the natural 
perfections of God, as his majesty, power, and wis- 
dom, and of our own littleness compared with so 
august a Being. Whether these sentiments may 
define the humiUty of the sinless intelligencies 
whom God hath formed, we will not take upon us to 
declare. They falling upon their faces before Jeho- 
vah, cry continually, " Thou art worthy to receive 
blessing and honour, dominion and might, for thou 
dost according to thy will in the armies of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth ; and thou 
hast created all things, and foor thy glory they are 
and were created*''^ Such ailowliness as creatures, 
and such a lowliness from beholding the displays of 
divine skill and power in the universe, becomes man, 
and has been manifested by the persons commended 
in Scripture history. *^ When I consider the hea- 
vens,^ says David, " the moon and the stars which 
thou hast created, what is man that thou art mind- 
fril of him, or the son of man that thou visitest 
him.J^'' From a sense of our origin, which is in 
the dust, and of our frailty, who are csusbed before 
the moth, and of the short duration of our lives, 
which hastens on as the swift ships, and passes 
away as a tale that is told. Job says, ^^ What is^ 
man that thou shouldst magnify him, and set thiner 
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heart upon him, and visit him every morning, 
and try him every evening.^ But if David and 
Job^s humility arose only from these views, and 
if they had not possessed lowliness originating in 
other considerations, and of greater comprehension^ 
they would have been lost. A man who takes a view 
of the l<mg range of the Alpine mountains, and 
their huge masses piled up to the cloud99 their cata- 
racts and precipices, must perceive in them a proof 
and an emblem of the Creator^s sublimity. He who 
at nightMl stands upon the beach and beholds the 
vast surface of the ocean, stretched immeasurably 
before him, with its waves dashing against the 
shore in wildest harmony, and its other wonders, 
may rise to the contemplation of the Maker, and be 
awe-struck at the omnipotence which formed, and 
which moves on the bosom of the mighty deep. The 
philosopher gazing at the solar system, and carry- 
ing his eye still furtl^er among the multitudes of 
stars that glitter in the etherial plains, and imagin- 
ing in all he discovers other systems, suns, and 
planets, until he loses himself in the infinitude of 
such conjectures may return to ponder on his own 
insignificance, and may feel his littleness compared 
with that Being who has fomished these mani- 
festations of majesty and might and wisdom. This 
kind of self-abasem^it is by no means rare, and is 
often perhaps indulged by persons of finer sensibi- 
lity; but let them not mistake it for the virtue 
which our Lord commends in this passage : this is 
not in the Gospel signification, walking humbly with 
dieir God; nor will it receive one particle of hap- 
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piness attached in our text to poverty of spirit. The 
character whom our Saviour here describes un- 
doubtedly studies the natural perfections of Jeho- 
Ysby but he also associates in his meditations the 
moral attributes of the Lord God, and the relations 
in which we stand to both. Whilst considering the 
eternity, the immutability, and almighty power of 
the Framer of the Universe ; and whilst accompa- 
nying the Fsalmisf s exclamation of his omniscience, 
" Whither shall I go from thy spirit ? or whither 
shall I flee from thy presence ? If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there; if I make my bed in 
hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of 
the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea ; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right hand shall hold me. If I say, surely the dark- 
ness shall cover me ; even the night shall be light 
about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee ; 
but the night shineth as the day : the darkness and 
the light are both alike to thee.^ He thus revolves 
within him this august Being of such might and 
knowledge, my Creator, and my judge, is a God of 
unsullied purity, and can therefore be pleased only 
with what is pure. He sits upon a throne high and 
lifted up, and cherubim cry one to another in his 
presence, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts : he 
delighteth so in this appellation as to call heaven 
where he dwells the habitation of his holiness ; he 
claims it as his prerogative to be glorious in holi- 
ness, and the law he enjoins upon man is, '^ Wor- 
ship the Lord in the beauty of holiness ; and the 
;tables of duties for our guidance in performing hi» 
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will, speak this as their substance and intention, 
" Be ye holy for I am holy." The truly humble 
having thus a vivid and deep impression upon his 
soul, from the study of the Bible, and the illumina- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, of the holiness of Jehovah, 
and of that law given to man, to this test brings his 
life, measures it by this rule, ascertains its weight 
by this sdile, and here is the origin and source of 
his humility. It is not surprizing that those indi- 
viduals, who, to ascertain their rectitude before 
God, compare their lives with those of the more 
abandoned among their fellow-mortals, — ^who look 
only at the thief, and murderer, and drunkard, and 
swearer, and sabbath-breaker, and the unclean, to 
obtain a proper view of their own character,— 'it 
is not surprizing that these should, in all the con- 
fidence of a self-righteous spirit, go into the temple, 
and with the pharisee exclaim, <^6od, I thank 
thee that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican* I fiust 
twice in the week, and give tithes of all I possess.*" 
When these hear a real convert, from a comparison 
of his heart and conversation with the holiness 
and law of God, sajring with Job, "Behold I 
am vile, what shall I answer thee : I will lay my 
hand upon my mouth. I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee, 
wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and 
ashes," — ^it is not surprizing that they should be 
unable to comprehend such language, and express 
pity for the man, believing that he has covertly 
followed some gross irregularities ; but he is right. 
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and they deceived ; they have taken a wrong stan«' 
dard, and all their conclusions are false : he has 
looked into that law which is the divinely autho- 
rized rule of moral conduct, and he has formed 
thereon a propei' estimate, namely, that he is a 
sinful creature, fallen, corrupt, and a miserable 
wanderer from his God, instead of a pure fountain, 
he finds his heart to have been a well-spring feed^ 
ing the streams of his thought, imagination, words, 
and works, with poisoned waters, which have killed 
his own spiritual life, and baneftilly affected others^ 
perhaps throughout the sphere of his influence. He 
feels that iniquity has taken root within his heart, 
and if in childhood it was but a plant, it has grown 
with his growth, and strengthened with his strength, 
and matured with his maturity, and yielded fruit, 
and shook from its branches selfishness and pride, 
and earthly mindedness, the sins of the spirit and 
the sins of the flesh ; and he has eaten the fruit and 
found it death. He perceives in this situation his 
dreadftil liabilities ; he reads in the book of revela- 
tion that God is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, and that he shall judge every man according 
to his works ; and that every one is cursed who 
abideth not in all things written in the book of the 
law to do them ; and whoso keepeth the whole law, 
and yet offends in one point, is guilty of all ; and 
believing that what Jehovah utters is not Uke the 
threatenings of men of);en hastily uttered, and the 
accomplishment of which may never take place, but 
that having spoken God will do it, and having pro- 
nounced it, will bring it to pass, he feels that po- 
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vietty of spirit intended in our text ; he sees himself 
condemned, the death-warrant signed, and looks 
hourly for its execution ; he runs to see if there be 
a possibility of escape by the law, and nothing pre- 
sents itself but fearful presages, the flaming sword, 
and the thunderings and lightenings, and the moun- 
tain enveloped with smoke, and sound of a trum- 
pet ; he flies back upon himself, but his righteous- 
ness is as filthy rags; he looks to the hosts of 
heaven, but no created being can bring salvation ; 
thus prostrate at the mercy of God, he wonders at 
the prolongation of his life as an astonishing act of 
kindness ; he feels thi^t without a miracle of grace 
he is for ever ruined, for ever lost ; and falling on 
his face, with Jeremiah exclaims, ^^ Woe is me, for I 
am undone, for I am a man of unclean lijfs, and I 
dwell among a people of unclean lips ;^^ and he goes 
into the temple, and, like the publican standing 
afar ofi^, not daring to lift up his eyes to heaven, 
smites upon his breast, saying, God be merciM to 
me a sinner : he is ready to receive all the favours 
that God is willing to bestow, grateful for the least 
indications of mercy ; there is no cavilling with this 
man against the Gospel scheme, — ^no proud specu- 
lations of reason, whether God could not in some 
other way have restored mankind : he finds that 
Jehovah has sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins, through fiuth in his blood, and with 
a broken heart, and emotions of surprise and gra- 
jdtude, too big for language, he throws himself at 
the feet of Jesus, bathes them with his tears, and 
whilst he supplicates and drinks in the full and free 
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salvation, cries, ^^ This is a fidthfiil saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief/^ 
This is the temp^, this the poverty of spirit, this 
the himiility, intended in the passage. My brethren, 
in pourtraying this character, would to God we had 
been describing that of each one here. My dear 
hearers, to represent this, or any other Gospel 
doctrine, with the enlargement, and pathos, and 
vigour that its nature, and its relation and im- 
portance to your interest requires, is beyond the 
capacity of those instruments which God has em- 
ployed for its publication, — ^beyond the power of 
the greatest mortal preacher; but to the best of 
our weak abilities we have given you a picture 
of this lowUness of mind which God requires 
as a qualification for his kingdom of grace and 
glory; and though it is not complete, though it 
wants filling up, though it does not, as it might, 
exhibit this poverty in all the acts and operations 
and habit of the mind, and in all its exercise in the 
conversation ; though it is but a sketch, yet it con- 
tains the most prominent features, the most obvious 
characteristics ; and we beseech you take the por- 
trait at our hands, and sit down in thoughtful, so- 
lemn, silent meditation, and whilst thinking you 
behold the world audits pleasures, the world and its 
vanities, the world and its concerns, rolling away, 
and eternity, and God^s tribunal, and the rising of 
ihe dead, and time urging you imceasingly to this 
mysterious goal, look at the picture,— mark if your 
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own temper corresponds, and call up that latent 
power; bid conscience not reserve all for accusa- 
tions at another day, but now perform a friendly 
part, and tell you what traits of the man poor in 
spirit finds resemblance in your breast, and where 
it finds a blank, and let the prayer be instant, fer- 
vent, persevering to him who has this disposition 
to impart, and cannot refuse it to the wrestling 
soul. Let the rich and learned see how unconge- 
nial with the discipleship of Jesus is that haughty 
spirit which temporal advantages too often excite in 
the heart of fallen man. Let the poor of this life 
avoid that fatal delusion that, because temporally 
poor, they shall be eternally rich : No, liiy bre- 
thren, it is lowliness of another kind that inherits 
the kingdom of God. It is an abasement of mind 
arising from a proper view of ourselves as sinfrd 
creatures in the sight of God, deserving wrath, and 
dependent upon his mercy for salvation. Do not 
think this spiritual poverty is always in the posses- 
sion of the worldly poor; it is given to all who seek 
it in the way prescribed; it is the fruit of the 
Spirit— is found without respect of persons among 
high and low, rich and poor, and kings upon their 
thrones may have it, and the meanest of their sub- 
jects perish for its want. Let the self-righteous see 
that if there is any character farther removed than 
another from the approbation of God and the bless- 
ings of his grace, he is the man : they who trust 
from their performances that they are righteous 
before God will despise the humility, and reccal at 
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the self-abhorrence in^hich our text enjoins, there- 
fore publicans and harlots shall go into the kingdom 
of heaven sooner than you. 



When the Gospel gees upon the assumption 
of man^s guilt, — ^whensuch a wondrous expedient 
as the sacrifice of his own Son can never be. ac- 
counted for consistently with the moral perfections 
of Jehovah, unless the fall of man be ftdly allowed, 
when the whole must be an extravagance or a su- 
perfluity in God'^s moral government, which must 
for ever astonish and perplex the universe of in- 
telligent beings, if man could be saved otherwise 
than by the Saviour^s advent, will God suffer the 
precious blood of Jesus to flow in all its saving 
blessings upon that man'*s soul, who sees nothing, 
and feels nothing, and believes nothing of his own 
sinftdness; whose sentiments call in question the 
veracity of the sacred voliune, and the apostacy of 
human nature, and dispute the Bible-declaration of 
our guilt and our condemnation, and regard the 
mercy of God in Christ a gratuity that is unre- 
quired and worthless ? Will God deny himself and 
give countenance to our lie ? — do men throw pearls 
before swine ?— does the husbandman sow the seed 
before the earth is turned up for its reception ? — ^will 
God give a sense of pardoned sins to the individual 
who feels not the want of it; would spurn the inesti- 
mable favour, and cannot be thankful for the grace P 
No : to those who set up a title to heaven under! ved 
from the merits of the cross, who pertinaciously 
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attempt heaven by the works of the law, which 
law they can never in its spiritual import accom- 
plish, Jehovah shows himself in frowns, and rising 
from his seat swears in his wrath they shall never 
enter into his rest. No, my brethren, God will 
not, he cannot, except upon the poor and himiMe 
and contrite heart, bestow the glorious privileges of 
a Christian. This lowly temper gives his grace a 
welcome, and therefore he makes it a qualification. 
In this disposition there is a fitness for the blessings 
of grace, and therefore Jesus said, '^ Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven;^ and when such a one in terror, in dark- 
ness, and anguish, implores forgiveness, in the 
gloominess of the sky the Father places the 
morning star, and over the cloud-capt mountains of 
his iniquity throws the first rays of the Saviour 
coming in the frilness of his redemption, mighty to 
save, and upon the rolling surges and the tempest 
of the soul Jesus appears walking, and says peace 
to your waves, be still; and bids the desert blossom 
as the rose; commands the wintry ice, and cold, and 
dreariness to cease, and sheds over all the faculties 
of man the spring ; takes away from the sinner the 
keenness of the mental sufferings, and inftises a sa- 
lutary, tender grief, which heals the soul, whilst it 
makes it weep, — a sorrow so mingled with pleasure 
that he thinks he would rather be a sinner saved by 
grace than have an angeFs happiness. If there be 
a person here to-night who is conscious of this po- 
verty of spirit, mean and worthless, and depraved 
as you seem, permit us to address you in the Ian- 
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guage of .congratulation: suffer us gently to raise 
your sinking spirits : fear not, your wound is not 
incurable ; there is balm in Gilead, a physician 
there. If the intention of the Christian minister is 
to preach salvation, we present it to you fiill and 
free and without end ; and by the authority of him 
who said to his ministers, ^^ Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and what- 
soever ye loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven,^^ 
we declare this poor and lowly soul an heir of God, 
and joint heir of Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYER. 

For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
imto the Fa^Aer.— Eph. ii. 18. 

In the preceding verses St. Paul congratulates 
the Gentiles that under the new economy of the 
Grospel they had been sought out, and that notwith- 
standing their extreme depravity, God had taken 
out of them a people &r his praise, among whom 
they were numbered to whom he is writing. He 
calls upon them to exhibit deep and continued 
gratitude to that sovereign and rich mercy to which 
alone they could attribute their present blissftil 
condition, being acknowledged equally with the 
Jews, his ancient inheritance, as his children 
through Jesus Christ. "Remember,"*' says he, 
" that ye being in times past Gentiles in the flesh? 
who are called uncircumcision by that which is 
called the circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
that at that time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenant of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world : but now, in 
Christ Jesus, ye who were sometimes far ofi^, are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ.* For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition between us; 
having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the 
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law of commandments contained in ordinances ; for 
to make in himself of twain one new man, so making 
peace ; and that he might reconcile both unto God 
in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby ; and came and preached peace to you 
which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.'** The word rendered access here, 
signifies introduction to court by some fiiend, and 
it no doubt comprehends the whole of a sinner's 
reconciliation, and his enjoyment of God's favour 
in this and a fiiture life; but at present we shall 
illustrate the text, with reference to one kind of 
access, namely — sprayer. 

The inducements to prayer are so numerous and 
powerfiil, that it is greatly surprising men do not 
oftener avail themselves of this privilege. Ah ! 
too neglectfiil of the design of his being, and the 
divine commandments by which it is accomplished, 
sinning throughout the course of his life, and the 
longer he lives adding to the number and magni- 
tude of his transgressions, where shall this rebel 
creature go for pardon, and to avert provoked anger 
and impending judgment, but to the Maker he has 
opposed, whose prerogative alone it is to forgive 
sin ? — ^and what so becoming as the lowly, peniten- 
tial exclamation, ^^ Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight, that thou 
mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be 
clear when thou judgest ; " but now " take away all 
iniquity, and receive, us graciously, so shall we 
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render unto thee the calves of our lips P^^ Man, 
the subject in general of so many bodily wants, and 
in the most prosperous earthly condition encom- 
passed with disease and spiritual wretchedness,-^to 
man, thus circumstanced, is there no attraction in a 
Being possessed of all riches, and every blessing 
that can relieve the mortal frame, improve the 
temporal comforts, and fill the soul with whatever 
can satisfy, and soothe, and animate, and impaia- 
disc, and who, if he please, can pour out these 
treasures in a measure sufficient for the whole of 
of man, through all his tribes, and all their genera- 
tions, and all their duration ;— can pour them out 
in the exuberance of a river overflowing its banks, 
and remain unconscious of any diminution of his 
heavenly stores, and without feeling impoverished 
at the greatness, or length, or multitude of claims 
upon his communicable bliss. Man, thrown into 
difficulties over which he has no controul, and oft 
into a sea of troubles which he cannot stem ; disap- 
pointed so frequently in his maturest plans by 
sudden occurrences, beyond the power of earthly 
prudence to foresee, and hence distressed, whilst 
musing on the perplexity and uncertainty of human 
affairs, where so excellent a recourse for man as that 
God whose providence orders, appoints, permits, and 
overrules, all things rising to the general government 
of worlds, and the destinies of empires, and descend- 
ing to the minutest tracks of each man^s life? 
Should not this obviously dependant state of mortals, 
coujded with the belief of a God and a providence, 
inspire prayer ? However some of you, my hearers, 
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inay be averse to approaching God, and may pass 
days, and months, and years, unknown to this exer- 
(ase, still I know the inference I draw is consonant 
wilh the conviction of your minds when sufiered to 
speak, and not overcome by evil inclinations. Else 
explain to us why do men, when some severe 
calamity opens their eyes to the truth of their situ- 
ation, so instinctively ciy^ Grod be merciM to me ! . 
Lord help me ! In these extr^nities the infidel 
forgets his vaunting against religion,— the Ucen- 
tious and the careless their despisings of ^Jehovah^s 
authority, and also pray. 



See, then, the glory of our text : it encourages 
prayer ; it says there is access to the Father ; it 
speaks to all men without distinction,-*— to the 
people of Grod and to the unholy sinner, — ^pray. 
^' Men,'' says the Saviour, " should pray always, 
and not faint; '^ — " I will that men pray everywhere, 
lifting up holy hands without wrath and doubting,'' 
was the language of the inspired Apostle ; — ^^ Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found; call upon 
him while he is near;" — "The same Lord is rich 
toward all that call upon him in sincerity and 
truth;" — "I perceive," said Peter to Simon, who 
wanted to purchase the power of working miracles 
with money, "I perceive thou art in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bonds of iniquity." Here is 
a distinct and ftill description of total unregene- 
racy : " yet repent of thy wickedness, and pray God 
if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be for- 
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given thee.'" I have mentioned these Scriptures, 
in opposition to those men who censure the inyita* 
tions of the ministry to this duty, from some notions 
they entertain of the doctrine of divine purposes, 
and to prevent in your minds the objection, that 
all things are fixed as by a decree of the Al- 
mighty, there can be no efficacy in your prayers. 
It is very difficult, &om the attributes of JehoviA, 
not to conclude that all things transpire according 
to the purpose of God ; but the purpose is accom- 
plished only in the use of means, and supplication 
is among them. Here is an example : in the 36th 
of Ezekiel, verse 3d, an absolute promise. is given: 
" I will,^ &c. ; yet in verse 36 he says, " I will yet 
be enquired of,^ &c. He calls us to pray ; and we 
should in a becoming manner meet the merciful 
exhortation. There is access to the Father!— O 
hear it, and approach him ; trust in him at all times 
ye people ; pour out your hearts before him. God 
is a refuge for us. Roll on, ye tides of trouble, 
land ye billows, come in your tempestuous sweep ! 
I roll you back on him ! Satan and hell, pursue in 
^ your strength! God is accessible; ye cannot 
follow there! Not in your extremities only, my 
brethen, but always, in all the numerous and ever- 
varjdng cares of life, come to him. Why harrass 
yourselves with anxieties that so afflict ? ^^ In idl 
things, with prayer and supplication, let your re- 
quests be made known to God.'*'* 



There is encouragement to approach God for 
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mercies, but remember it is through his Son. 
Whilst man as yet was pure, access was made to 
the Father up a road of works, and found him 
seated on a throne of merit, but this way was ruined 
by the first sin. Recollect this, my hearers, for it 
is of great practical import. It is melancholy to 
' see a man in deepest trouble, send imploring, urgent 
prayers as messengers to God for help, without 
referencie to Christ. Where can they go ? Up the 
road of works, but they find it desolate and ruined. 
To the seat whence God distributed favours to 
Adam before the fall ? That throne is seen vacant 
of love, hung round with trophies of death, and 
Kghted only by the gleam of lightnings, and terrific 
from the roar of wrath. God is not there merciful. 
He is stiU regardful of man; still dispensing good, 
but it is upon another throne, — a throne of grace. 
Here you may behold him in the holy courts, of 
which the most holy place of the Jewish temple 
was an emblem, and above the mercy-seat, ever 
sprinkled fresh with atoning blood; he waits 
there only to be gracious, and the entrance is 
Christ. "I,"' says he, "am the door;"" and the 
road to this throne is Christ, as he adds, "I 
am the way.*" Let not an accent, — let not the 
article of one supplication- go up here, but as it 
is built on the mediation of Jesus, — ^but as it 
takes his dear name as the convoy. Else see the 
prayer, whatever its length or meaning, is flung 
back with mdignation; it is torn to pieces on its 
passage by the winds ; it is consumed ere it enters 
by the fire of heaven. " No man cometh unto the 

I 
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Father," w^ eur Lord's waming, "but by me;-' 
but in my same ask wbat ye will: "fov wbatsoev^ 
ye ask in my name, beUeving,. ye shall receive." 
At this aljtiar where be ^ered hi^m^ and where 
the saojfice li^ ip ejOScacy &r e?^ firosh, fieely sup- 
pUeate finr all that, you require \ D»j^led with the 
incense of his merits, tb^^ prajjro^ aftcend a sitieel- 
smelling sayour in the nostrils of JehQv^b- Does 
holiness forbid thq approach pf ao: uubpl^ skm^ to 
a God glorious in the purity c^ his. chai^ictier? 
Does it i?efuse to polluted prayers ibe^ enr o£ God? 
Th€^ p^son of th^ suppliant,. tb«i3^1l d^ed^ is 
accctpted, and permitted to approadi i»lb aU&ee- 
dom. lojd with all boldness of access, in Christ^^;: &r 
the prayers ve washed from, their pottation in hb 
blood \ffj hiA own bands, wd then presmted in. his 
golden censer, mnigled with the much incense of 
his merits. Doe^ justice toudly demmsd that to an 
uni^bteous feature no &irour be showx^-Hio ben&. 
fits coi^rred? Does it in fiory adc tte aooieifs 
destruction? Fear i^t; the storm, that tbroateiis 
cannot touch; the Saviour diedf. and bore Ae 
punishment ; he not only died— Jie lii^es* to catsett 
Ms victory and rights; he Uvea a. poweEfidiuteB- 
oessor, and before the throne, to all tbe^ elaima .of 
justice he presents his bands wd. feet^ hknadtf a 
lamb that has been slain, and jus^ dieatha- her 
sword} and lauds bis praise by wb^m. sbe:is so g)a»- 
fied, and on his ^de argues ^e sinner-a acceptance 
The Father smiles, and lovea bMf: Stjoi^ and/sajn) 
<< Ask, and it shall be given. tbe« to, tba half «£ »jr 
faingdomi'^'—JeBtta v^Ues by amplgr abanriPg th^ 
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^yer of hk people,, struggling amid doubts and 
fears, and say«, ^^ Father, I will.^ No oKstory pleads 
like this;, no eloquence so touching to the Father; 
BO jdea so inesistihle as this. Unahle ta withhold, 
he puts all into the hands of his Son, and says. 
Rule thoD^ and thou distribute, &r ihou hast weU 
deserved ; I will be a father to thy children, and 
they shall see my &ce in light When ye bow die 
knee in stated worship, — ^when ye lift the frequent 
aqnration through the day, at waking in the night, 
bear this in mind, .and £rom it gather coniidenee. 
Access to the Father is thiou^ the Son ; all the 
glorious padi is sjHrinkled with his blood, and ye 
cannot more a step without being reminded of your 
own unworthiness,. and your obHgation to the cross 
fer every gift. 



But it is by die Spirit you have access. How 
many, who think themselres odhodox Christians, 
employ not their thoiq^s upon, the Holy Ghost, 
fiirgetting his share in mane's recovery,*— forgetting 
diat the Gospel is the ministration of the ^irit,-— 
evangelical obedience the work <xf the Spirit,-— and 
that the flame of true devotion is always kindled at 
the fire of the Sj^rit Know, that without him it 
is of no importance tibst. the Father waits to^ re- 
Geive,r— that a Saviour pleads hia merits to procure 
us audience ; we cannot go of ounielves* Morn- 
ing and night persons may repeat prayers fi-(mi a 
printed manual, <« indite of themselves,— -the words 
may be unexceptionaUe, the blessings asked impor- 
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tant, and the name of Christ attached to every 
sentence, yet there may be no prayer, no personid 
approach to God. In approaching God in prayer, 
to be acceptable, there must foe a certain disposition 
and temper of mind. The lowly posture of body, 
•the lifted eye, the plaintive tone, the vague feeling 
of awe upon the soul, with what we have before 
mentioned, are not enough to constitute access to 
God. God looks directly to the soul, through the 
veil of the flesh, and marks its temper. He must- 
see a lowliness of mind and feeling, arising fix)m a 
perception of his purity, uncontroulable power, and 
our vileness and demerits ;^-he must see an ardent 
admiration and a glowing affection of himself, for 
what he has done in the behalf of sinners ; — ^must 
see an inward conviction that he is, and is the 
bountiful rewarder, through Christ, of all who dili- 
gently seek him; — must see too an anxiety, fer- 
vency, and perseverance in moving the suit that 
proves the soul esteems the blessings it asks, and 
really wishes them; — a frame like Jacobus, when 
wrestling he urged, ^^ I will not let thee go unless: 
thou bless me.*" But who that knows himself, — ^the 
weakness, the dulness, the depraved turn of our^ 
affections, so distant from the exercise just stated, 
believes he can work in himself such a disposition ? 
St. Paul never thought man equal to this ; he says, 
^^God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father;'^ he exhorts 
them to '^ take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
praying always with all prayer and supplication 
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in the Spirit.^^ Have you such an acquaintance 
with the whole range of curcumstances, providence, 
events, consequences, as to know always what is 
proper to ask at his hands ? How know you that 
in seeking something you conclude advantageous, 
you may not be asking for scorpions— -not for bread? 
" The Spirit helpeth our infirmities,'*' says inspired 
writ, ^* for we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit maketh intercession for us 
with groanings that cannot be uttered^'' 
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IMPROVEMENT OF AFFLICTION. 

Surely it is meet to be said unto God^ I have 
borne chastisement^ I wUl not offend cmy more. 
Job xxxiv. 31. 

A LATE personal indisposition having fixed my 
thoughts very much upon the text just read to you, 
I have ventured this morning to ofier it as a subject 
of discourse. For, my brethren, it being apparent to 
all who have studied human nature, that the various 
objects with which we come in contact, the scenes &- 
mOiar to us, and the circumstances in which we may 
be placed, have a beneficial or evil influence upon 
our spirits, considered in their relation to a future 
state of existence to which we are rapidly hastening : 
our daily object must be to turn them, as they occur, 
to the better side, and make them minister to that 
salvation of the soul which we all profess to fi^Uow, 
and which the word of God urges upon us, by every 
powerftd, terrific, and pleasing inducement, as our 
perpetual aim and the one thing needfiil. Though 
this habit of mind is difiicult to be acquired, yet it 
is attainable, and of its incalculable advantages what 
Christian can have a doubt. Then in a spiritual 
sense we shall have found what natural men have 
long sought for in vain. This is indeed the philo* 
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fiopber^ BtofMj u suUime species of alchymy, and 
move tndy than 

'* iTke chanii» by sagcA often told, 
Convert!^ all it touches into gold.** 

We especially recommend this improving exerdse 
of the xaind upcm affliction, because of its universa- 
lis, in one shape or other, either in the form ef 
bodily sickness or mental agony, or temporal loss 
being entailed Upon all mankind : and because the 
Bible attadies much importance to the effect this 
trial produces upon our judgment, will, and affec- 
tions, and augurs accordingly of our i^iritual con- 
dition ; thus, whilst it excites the penitential cry of 
David, ^^ Before I was afflicted I went astray, but 
now I keep thy w(»:d,^ which is acceptable to Jeho- 
vah ; it quits others as the vessel cleaves the flood, 
or the bird the air, leaving no trace behind, and 
calling forth from the Great Disposer of Events the 
despairing accents uttered by Isaiah of the Jewish 
nation, yet they turned not to Him that afflicted 
them, ^^ Why should ye be stricken any longer, ye 
will revolt more and more.^^ It is the mc^e inex- 
cusable too, if we derive no advantage from this 
es^^ence, since sacred Scripture so fuUy instructs 
us for the occasion, as in our text, where it strong^ 
intimates that the afflicted house is peculiarly ap- 
pro]^riate for iwnvearsii^ with God. The destiny 
of our nature, the swift transit of our present lives, 
the boundless futurity before us, the judgment- 
seat, heav^, and heU, call us to be in close ai^ 
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anxious communion with that great Being, on 
whom all is dependant respecting our happiness 
or misery in distant worlds: and this motive is 
strengthened by the condescension wiih which he 
invites us to hold fellowship with him, through his 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and the declaration of his 
word that this converse with heaven on earth is 
necessary to our everlasting felicity : but fallen 
man, carried away with an undue affection and soli- 
citude for visible objects, forgets those which are 
unseen, except by the eye of &ith, and even in 
good men, the family, and business, and friends, 
too much occupy the space of the day, and the 
powers of the mind leaving but little interval and 
less composure to listen to Jehovah, who speaks in 
a small still voice, to be courted and heard in re- 
tirement. Hence certain situations, which for a 
moment seem to shut from the soul the enticing 
idols of this world, are more than ordinarily calcu- 
lated to lead us to this neglected duty ; as when a 
man sailing on the Atlantic wave, with country and 
connections far behind, and the port &r distant, and 
the world of waters poured around him, in which he 
knows not but in an hout or two he may be in- 
gulphed, or as when a man is travelling in some 
African desert, where serpents, and savage beasts, 
and rising sands, and suffocating heats, constantly 
hover in his view, and keep alive the image of 
death, " I will bring her into the wilderness,'' 
says God of the Church, " and then I will speak to 
her heart;'' as also when an individual in the 
village church-yard paces the lone dominion^ of the 
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dead, just when the mocm throws a cold wan light 
upon the tombs. Night is also sacred to this con- 
verse with God : what Christian that has not found 
it so^ when he lay wakeAil on the couch, the dark 
ness and the general slumber inducing solemnity, 
thoughtftdness, and prayer. These scenes just men* 
tioned borrow their peculiar influence on the mind 
from the fiict, that they bring us nearer to our eter- 
nal relations ; and in this view we say, affliction is 
of singular use, because man is taken by it still far- 
ther from temporal things, — ^the earthly props are 
probably removed, on which he was accustomed to 
lean ; comforts destroyed ; substance lost ; and the 
soul is driven, stript of them, to reflect in herself of 
the truth, that all on earth is shadow, and that sub- 
lunary bliss is a mere phantom ; or disease invader 
the system, and incapacitates /or the enjoyment of 
the world, and says, in all its attacks, by its silence 
of the issue, " Prepare to meet thy Goi^ If it is 
calculated, by removing us from th6 over-considera- 
tion of the world to address ourselves to God, how 
much more so by the help we stand in need of, and 
the sufficiency with which God possesses it. Afflic- 
tion is pain and trouble and anguish, and not 
spending your time in pouring out plaints to men, 
who cannot help, but direct application to God is 
recommended in Scripture,—" If any man be af- 
flicted,^' is its language, " let him pray.'' Consult 
the condition of David in trouble, and you will And 
it a uniform and immediate address to Jehovah, — 
" Hear, Lord, when I cry with my voice ; have 
mercy also upon me^ and help me. Hide not thy 

i6 
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fiiee far firom me: put ootthyserviait away manger; 
thou hast heea my help, leaye me not ndthor for- 
sake me, O God of my salvation.^^ The situation 
that most wish fer is an accumulation of this world's 
good; that in retirement firom business they may 
sedc thttr God. How numerous thar list, — how 
&w that have thus retired have exhibited the pro- 
mised improvemait, so that when we hear a person 
desiring riches for this purpose, we scarcely know 
whether he seeks a blessing or a curse: not the 
accumulation, but the stripping of wealth has ever 
been found the most conducive to conviction and 
conversion. There is an adaptation in the Gospel- 
character of God peculiarly fitted to make him our 
companion in this condition ; many of his promises 
have a refisrence to this period ; the sympathy and 
affection in which he speaks of his people in 
trouble, not only in a collective body, but as indi« 
viduals, is fiill of consolation, and the aicourage* 
ment he gives to stay ourselves on his strength 
and goodness infiises courage and joy, even^ in 
the deep waters of affliction. << I will save in six 
troubles, and in seven;*" and <<He is a brother 
bom for adversity ;*" that is, fi)r the pains and ills 
of life. No word arising from the evangelic prin- 
ciples of faith and lave is lost, when addressed to 
God : he answers in mercy the above ; he appears 
as the bow of heaven, peacefiil after the istorm, or 
as the smUing sun looking through a shower. But 
have you, my hearers, thus conversed with God: 
He, says Archbishop Leighton, <^who prays not 
until affliction come is sbthfiil indeed; but he 
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who prays not m afflktioii is altogether senseless.^ 
If you have not, if any here have not, then, instead 
of rising fiom the bed oi sickness to be merry, and 
receive the congratulation of relatives and neigb- 
hours, you ahould rise to put cm sackcloth, and 
to call th^n to weeping and lamentation^ that 
you have permitted a period to elapse capable of 
vast benefit, without advantage, and an important 
item of life to be ever considered a blank, which, 
duly improved, might have beea reflected upon, 
as a time when such a sense of 6od'*s love was inK 
parted, and such feelings and views awakened, as 
gave the promise of a fixture illustrious period and 
place wh^re pain shall be unknown, where the 
vapours of sin shall raise no clouds of grief, but 
unalloyed pleasure imparadise the soul. Unsancti^ 
fied afflict$Qns have nothing to distinguish them 
from curses. The text unfolds the qualities fer 
this successftd address. 



It tdils us the sentiments proper to the occa* 
sion, — ^that the suffering is to be regarded as a part 
of a particular providence relating to us. If men 
consult tiie natural inference of their conscience, 
they must acknowled^ that, though man is the 
child of. sorrowful vicissitude, it comes not to him 
by accident, or fate, in the infidel sense ; that, 
though ^< bom to trouble as the sparks fly upward,*^ 
it arises not from the dustj but is the hand and rod 
of the Almighty upon him, with whom is its rise, 
and increase, and mitigati(Hi. . This, ^consequently} 
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must be acknowledged in our addresses at this 
season ; and fiirther, it is to be regarded as having 
a necessary connection with our good ; it is meet to 
be said unto Grod, ^^I have borne chastisement.''^ 
Speaking primarily of David, and symbolically of 
Christy Jehovah says, ^^ If his children forsake my 
law, and walk not in my judgments : if they break 
my commandments, I will visit their transgression 
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.*** Simi- 
lar is the record of the New Testament : ^^ Despise 
not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him : for whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth.'" Not that it is to be considered, as 
Elihu here applied it to Job, the visitation of some 
flagrant act of impiety. The three fiiends of the 
suffering patriarch were cruel and uigust in their 
surmises ; for he was a righteous man, and one that 
showed every trait of real godliness, but Job had not 
sufficiently seen his own unworthiness, to unfold 
which, and produce lowliness of mind, was the end 
of his trouble. It is the case with us all ; some 
evil of spirit must be checked, subdued. Men 
cannot always see it, because we are ignorant, and 
have not a quick spirit of discernment ; iience the 
propriety of the prayer attached to our text : ^' That 
which I see not, teach thou me.^ Nor will we 
always see it Some affirm that the judgment is 
involuntary, and must decide aright, if information 
enough be afforded : but it is not so ; the soul has 
a power over this faculty. You shut the natural 
organ of sight when you please : — ^the soul can shut 
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it9 eye, and refiise to investigate th^ turpitude of 
any sin to which it is wedded. Man is a self- 
flatterer ; yet believers surely, by their hopes, and 
privileges, and obligations, are bound to be in- 
genuous before the Saviour who bought them, and 
glorify liis chastening dispensation, by fiUly acknow- 
ledging their faults. 



The text not only instructs in becoming senti- 
ments in. affliction, but right feeling, — ^which is, 
the bewailing of sin« Will a parent continue bat- 
ing a child until he show signs of remorse for, Us 
misconduct? Will stubbornness and opposition 
soothe the father^s anger? Nor will it God^s. 
'*' I will be to Ephraim,^' says he, ^^as a lion, and as 
a young lion to the house of Judah ; I, even I, 
will tear, and go away ; I will take away, and none 
shall rescue. him.**^ Would he then be satisfied?-^ 
No. " I will gp,*" it is added, " and return to my 
place till they acknowledge their ofFence.'^ If con- 
trition in a child so soon and effectually turns the 
fieither^s frown to smiles^ and changes the employ- 
ment of the arm from punishment to embracing, it 
is the same with Jehovah. The fire that tries him 
could not be put out if the ocean was poured upon 
it, but the waters would be dried up in its fury ; 
yet it can be quickly quenched by tears of godly 
sorrow : and he whose dreadful rage will bum to 
the lowest hell against such as resist his judgments, 
will weep in mercy over those who, clasping his 
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knees, cry, Behold I am guilty; yet I am thy 
creature, thy handy-work, O Lord, and spare me 
through thy Son. 



More is ei^oined in the text, and the promise of 
amendment, ^^ I will not offend any more,^ is the 
language of holy resolution to lead a better Hfe. 
How legal ! some may cry ; it is preaching works— 
not grace. Let them ; if their system shuns some 
passages of Scripture, we follow them not, and 
therefore let them complain of Scripture — ^not us. 
We penned not the text. The Scripture, we repeat, 
warrants such holy resolutions, and affliction is a 
time fit to make them. One is certainly grieved 
oftoi in visiting the sick couch, to hear pec^le 
strcmgly bind themselves not to be guilty of sin if 
they recover ; but then oiur serious objection arises 
from these suspicious features in their case, — ^that 
many such do not perceive the evil of all sin, and 
whilst they shun one, fall into others, and pursue 
i^eok ; and again, such do not see the helplessness 
of their own nature, and are trusting to a &ncied 
moral strength, which they do not possess, and con- 
sequently the whole is a species of self-righteous- 
ness, which discourages our hopes by its inveteracy 
and repugnance to the genuine feelings induced 
by the Gospel. But for one who believes he can 
do no spiritual service without the grace that is 
supplied by the Spirit of Jesus, to resolve after 
affliction to be more watchful, assiduous, and prayer- 
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fill, — to keep a greater watch upon inward feelings 
and outward walk, with the assistance of divine 
power, is not faulty. Surdy there is nothing pha- 
risaic in this; for St Paul must have intended 
so much when, writing to the Corinthians, he said,. 
alluding to an epistle he had before sent to rebuke 
for some inconsistency, ^ Yea, what carefiilnesa it 
wrought in you ! '' &c 
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THE CHURCH'S EXHORTATION TO 

SINNERS. 

We are journeying unto the place of which the 
Lord aaidy I wUl give i^.— Numb. x. 29. 

It is our intention to apply this passage to such 
as believe the Gospel, and live according ta its 
requirements; and even if the Israelites, in the 
circumstances in which they were placed when 
Moses uttered these words, were not a tjrpe of the 
church under the present dispensation, we are justi- 
fied in the proposed use of the text, from the 
analogy existing in the two cases. The descend* 
ants of Abraham, to the nimiber of six hundred 
thousand men, with their servants, wives, and 
children, voluntarily left the fruitful plains, — the 
onion, garlic, and flesh, — the dwellings and amuse- 
ments of Egypt, to journey in a wild, illimitable 
desarti where famine and dearth had perpetual 
reign,— where sustenance could not be received 
without a miracle, — ^and where a variety of^ dangers 
threatened destruction to any human being: ^Va 
great and terriUe wilderness,^ says Moses, ^^ wherein 
were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought.;'*' 
whikt the Egyptians looked upon their course with 
astonishment, and probably conceived that a mad-^ 
ness had seized the nation, and given rise to the 
extraordinary adventure. 
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Turn, now, ftom the Israelites to the Apostles 
of Jesus Christ. These forsake their temporal 
occupations, fathers, brethren, and connexions, to 
wander shelterless and friendless, — to wander about 
Judea with a Master, despised and persecuted by 
the respectable part of the Jewish community, — -to 
share with him privations pf hunger, thirst, and 
poverty, and accompany him. in the suffering of 
ignominious death. Look again at the first con- 
verts after our Lord'^s resurrection, who sold houses, 
lands, and possessions, and laid the price at the 
Apostles^ feet, forsaking all to follow Christ. Mi- 
nutius Felix shows a similar conduct on the part of 
Christians in the third century; their opponents, 
according to this author, charging them with a 
miserable infatuation, because, whilst others, with 
garlands and gay apparel, attended the sacrificial 
feasts, the gladiatorial contests, and the public 
diversions, they (the Christians) abhorred these 
pleasures, and removed from the indulgence of the 
world, led a mourning, tumous life, amid tortures, 
fires, and crosses, as their heathen adversaries were 
accustomed to say» not to adore, but ou which to be 
jiailed. 



In these disciples of Christ is there not a simi- 
larity of conduct evinced to what we have mentioned 
of the Israelites ? Nor is it less easy to show the 
same traits in living Christians of every profesaing 
body which holds the truths necessary to solvation ; 
for as in this march of the children of Israel, )b^ 
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tribei moved on under distinct chiefi^ yet were all 
constitBent parts <^ the same nation, ao Christiana, 
though <Mie host moves under I^isdopaliMi leaders, 
and another host under Presbyterian leaders, and 
a third under Ind^ndent, imd a fourth under 
Wesleyaa ieaders,— though one regiment bears as 
its peculiar colours a flag on whidb is inscribed 
^^in&nt baptism,^ and another one on wHch is 
inscribed ^^ adult hqptism,^ — though this carries 
the standard of Calvin, and that of Arminius^ and 
another that of Luth^^ yet all are in similar move- 
ment, stimulated by the same heavenly mandiEite 
and promise, starei^rthened and supported by the 
same Holy Spirit, ranged under the same national 
flag and kii^ly banner, and all acknowledging the 
same general motto, *^ Gkniar in oruce^ — I wiH 
glory in the cross ; aU led on by Ae same cloudy 
pillar, all going in the same essential track. If 
bdmvers in Christ do not share the afflictive wan- 
derings whidi rendered the lives of his followers, in 
ages gone by, more obviously analagous to the 
journeying of tiie twelve tribes through the wilder- 
ness, it must be attributed to the: circumstances of 
the times in which we live not requiring these great 
sacrifices ; but if they have the same temper and 
disposition which prompted those to their self- 
denial,— if they participate the same indifference to 
earthly enjoyments, the same rejection of them as 
an inhmtanee for the soul, the same pursuit of 
something else, and that through thorny roads, 
which it was voluntary for them to enter, and which 
the world ridicules, die likeness is still sustamed. 
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Gold peured forth in all her stores, which aj^eaor 
80 iilostribus in some ni»i''8 eyes as to occupy all 
their time, all their solicitude, all (heir soul in iu 
pursuit, and bH dieir joy in its acquisitiim, can 
never present itself in a shape that can engross the 
Christianas heart. I ai^ the 'poorest peasant who 
knows thtt Gospel, whether he envies Crcesus with 
his wealth P— and he answers. Let him keqp his 
treasures : give me Christ Do you say that, uit- 
acquainted with its worth, he ogives the reply of 
ignorance. I ask, then, the believer who is worth 
a million sterling,— •and such there are,— ^whether 
he draws his joys from this P-'-'^and he says^ No ; I 
could lose this; my heart is fixed on Christ He 
manifests the same feeling as his poorer hredirei^ 
and equally despises the man who makes tidies 
his god, and who makes them the desiden^um 
of Uiss. Whilst sinful pleasure, in her wanton 
charms, captivates thousands, the disciples of Christ 
look tmconcemed at palaces, and equipages, and 
At dance, and the chace, and the theatre, and die 
intoxicating cup, musing only cm its insignificance, 
and heaving s^hs for their votaries, who lose a 
soul in such indulgence ; whilst others toil half a 
century in climbing the steep ascent of human 
fame, and think it worth all the toil, if they can ob- 
tain the laureate wreath, the Christian values but 
little the approbation of man ; whilst others spread 
all their canvass to the breese, he closely fiirls his 
sails; whilst others seise these {nnmis to moont 
aerial heights, he calls them the wings of Dedahis^ 
and flings them from him ; Parnassus though hid 
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«8 to its smniiiit in clouds, is for him too low, and 
its laurel he places under his feet, crying, ^* Grod 
ftirbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christy by whom the world is crucified 
to me, and I unto the world.^ To such a man, 
who wonders that the world becomes a wilderness, 
presenting to him a spiritual waste, similar to the 
temporal desert through which the chosen race 
journeyed? Add to the relinquishment of these 
idols, the warfiure in his breast, the mourning in- 
dulged for sin, and the anxious wrestlings, prayers, 
and struggles, with the painfiilness of the Christian 
experience in many cases, as in the tempter^s hour, 
and you see the greater analogy. What is the ob- 
ject of such ? The question is asked us by the 
wovld, the spectators of their movements. In the 
company of the licentious, it goes round with their 
toasts, and it is tauntingly demanded. What is the 
object of these Methodists ? as they are now de^ 
signated. The proud philosopher too, not onn- 
prehending such conduct in his mere study of at. 
tuie, and the ethics of an heathen school inquires 
with a brow of defiance. What is their object? 
We answer, It is similar to that of the Israelites—- 
crossing Arabian desarts, they journeyed on to 
Canaan. 



We do the same ; and ^^ we are journeying, to 
the land of which the Lord said, I will give it you.^ 
Once, like you, we contentedly settled in thei enjoy- 
ment of earth, not apprehending a better inheri- 
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tance, \mtil the Scripture came. O the blessed 
hour when it called us from smful pleasures ! when 
it led us into this narrow, thorny path ! O the 
eventful happy period, when it closed our eyes to 
mortal charms, and fixed them in expecting g;aze 
on other scenes ! Daily as the sun returns, it shall 
gixe new ardour to the morning anthem ; daily as 
die shades of night prevail, it shall lengthen, 
sweeten, and invigorate the evening vigils. Long 
as passions agitate our hearts, it shall command 
their sybill songs, it shall raise amid the pangs 
of death, and heaven shall hear its praise long as 
etemity^s ceaseless years. It came : the Bible came 
in those sacred moments, strong as the power of 
God ; gracefol as angelic forms ; swift as the shot 
arrow ; with a voice sharp as a two-edged sword, 
yet tenderly persuasive as a parentis tears, it 
cried, *What do ye do here ? — " Why spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your labour 
for that which satisfieth not ? Hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness:^ thou art not of 
this country, and ^^ come into the land which I 
will shew you, for this is not your rest, because it 
is polluted '/^ and to each it distributed the staff of 
faith to support their footsteps. ^^ We are journey- 
ing to the land of which the Lord said, I will give 
it you."*^ 



Come ye with us; why do you hesitate^ my bre- 
thren, have ye found the world ko lovely P— -what 
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does it afford f — ^what aie ite Arop^ of Uiss to its 
dtaughts of sonrow ? — ^what its hilarity in health to 
its depression in sickness? — ^what its laughter- 
stirring fi^es, when they feed a sting that fills the 
docil with anguish P^^what its hopes when they 
draw you to the brink of life, and push you into a 
gulph where despair holds endless dtHninion ? S^ 
thedissolution of aU things approaches, and a time 
when the thunderings of Christ^s advent to judg- 
ment shall shake down the hkxie oi the universe, 
and the lightnings fire the World, amid whose 
blase the pomp of the earth shall be consumed, and 
the wealth of this world perish and its glilsberii^ 
toys, and the mirth c^ the gay diall change to mount- 
ing, and the boasts of the infidel to pitiM outcries, 
and the pride of life to abject prostration. ^< Come 
ye out of her^ my people, saith the Lord, and be 
not partakers of h^ plagues.^ Come with us ; the 
pilgrimage has set out ; the host is in movem^it, 
exclaiming, as they go, '^ We are strangers and 
pilgrims here, as all our fathers were.^ Would you 
know more particularly of our destination? Wha 
can paint, who can rise to its description? The 
map is unrolled in the Scriptures ; it dazzles here : 
how will it seem when realized ! Material images 
are employed in picturing it ; but think how feeble 
to exhibit the fulness of sj^ritual enjoyment ; it is 
a land flowing with milk and honey, with verdant 
pastures, with living streams; Findar^s elysian isle, 
where spring was always, and joy dwelt undisturbed, 
was nothing to this Canaan of the people of God. 
What thought can stretch to the adequate contem- 
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plation of its varied, boundless, endless bliss ?— -who 
can tell, until he joins it, what it is to be in the 
heavenly temple, praising God day and night, 
walking with Christ, being led by him ; fed by the 
Lamb from the Father^s fiilness ? Come with us ! 
O for a hundred mouths inspired with iron lungs, 
that we might utter these invitations to the utmost 
habitations of man ! O ye illustrious herald»— ye 
missionaries sent from the host to tell the heathen 
world of its journey, say. Come, wherever you find 
the descendants of the &llen Adam, that the natives 
of the Iceland snowy regions may warm at its blaze, 
and the natives of the torrid zone rejoice in the 
refreshing breeze, and recline in its shady covert ; 
but you, my brethren, are within the compass of 
our voice, and we entreat you. Come. Does the 
length and trials of the journey terrify? but it 
cannot be long — ^threescore years are soon gone, 
as a tale that is told : with many of you ten or 
twenty or thirty years at most must complete the 
journey ; every day and year bring us nearer to 
the borders of the New Jerusalem, and to the 
general assembly and church of the first bom. 
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